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Abstract

This article aimed to investigate access rights to fishery resources of Songkhla
Lake fishery communities The data of this quality study were collected from in-depth
interviews with 30 key informants consisting of native fishermen, cage fish farmers,
government officials, and fish venders. Non-participatory observations were conducted
on fishery activities, fish bungalows, water title deeds, sea farming, and geographical
ecology in the three communities in this study, namely Ko Yo Community, Tha Sao
Community, and Hua Khao Community. Focus group discussions were also conducted.
The data collected were classified according to the topics of the study, decoded, and
interpreted, and presented through descriptions and explanations of graphs and tables.
The results of the study were regarding the access rights to fishery resources, it was
found that there were various accesses. Access through technology and capital where
the higher technology or the more capital one has, the more fishery resources one gets.
Access through market mechanisms where fish prices were set by the market, and
fishing and selling and buying aquatic animals were done through middlemen who
owned fish markets; access through labor where most of which was household labor
consisting of relatives and people in the community who helped harvesting the crop and
repairing fish nets; access through knowledge and wisdom obtained from bodies of
knowledge and experience that had long been accumulated by fishermen passed down
from generation to generation; access through authoritative relationships which were
found to be in various forms, for example, sea farming was an access by the community
in order to negotiate with state power; access through social identities which were found
to be identities and definitions that fishermen jointly built in order to gain access to

fishing resources; together they defined fishery resources as conservation areas; they
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claimed their rights over the areas in front and back of their houses by placing their
fishing tools in the areas, and these rights could be sold and bought.

Keywords: Access Rights, Fisheries Resources, Songkhla Lake, Fishery Communities
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