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Despite the end of wildfire in Khuan Khreng
Swamp Forest along with blazing fuel in
mid August 2012, a dangerous sign of fire
flame still does not fade away. It reminds
villagers in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla
and Phatthalung, a location of Khuan Khreng
Swamp Forest to realize that they should
act as eyes and ears for the government
to prevent wildfire from occurring and
spreading out again. If they do not lend

a hand to protect the forest, this fertile
“Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest”, now
deteriorating by the hands of people would

be the once-rich forest in the past only.

Sawetchat Boon-ming, Forestry Technical Officer,
Director of Royal Initiative Project Division, the Protected
Areas Regional Office 5 (Nakhon Si Thammarat) talked
about the condition of Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest in
the past according to a story from the elderly in the area
that “In the past, Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest was rich of
diverse wildlife and valuable plants as same as To Daeng
Swamp Forest, Narathiwat Province. When there was no
road, villagers had to row boats to the area to collect wild
products as food and cut wood to build houses. In 1962,
when Harriet Tropical storm hit Taloompuk Peninsula,
lot of valuable big trees, which has many layers, were
broken down. Swamp forest in the wetland area then
was degraded. Everywhere turned dry and wildfire struck
again and again. The area that used to keep water all year
became flooded during the rainy season. The precious
trees were replaced by Cajeput Trees that can grow well in
the Swamp Forest after it is burned down and degraded.
But Cajeput Forest is a single layer tree, the water-holding
capacity is reduced. During dry season or rain break,
people burned weed in farming plots and trees in forest
area to catch fish because after the water in the swamp
forest dried out, the fish gathered in the area where there
was water. If weed or grass is abundant, the fish cannot
be seen. The burning of forest wais for convenience in
catching fish. But the fire spread to the forest and covered
a large area. The problem was sometimes serious and
sometimes not but it took place for many decades.”

Director of Royal Initiative Project Division continued
to explain, “The villagers’ means of living in the past which
depended on wild products and selling fish all year round
as well as collecting sedge to make basketry for sale in
many provinces and nearby changed when the swamp
forest was degraded. The forest area became a rice field,
farming areas were raised for rubber tree and oil palm
plantation. Some villagers who earned less money moved
out and did some other jobs. Some sold their land to
investors who came to the area to run oil palm plantation
which required water drainage for this purpose. In addition,
forged document problems occurred and some illegally
produced document of title for the swamp forest area.”
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The 354,339-rai forest covers seven districts in
three provinces: Chian Yai, Hua Sai, Cha-uat, Chaloem
Phra Kiat, Ron Phibun in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province;
some part of Ranot in Songkhla Province and some part
of Khuan Khanun in Phatthalung Province. It is thus
a challenge for only 100 officers of National Park,

Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department to supervise
and safeguard the area; but everyone is ready to fully
commit to their mission. In addition, “Fire Tiger Unit”,

an ad-hoc unit of the National Park, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation Department is founded by public-spirited
local people who volunteer to face with risky and tough job
of extinguishing wildfire. The Fire Tiger Unit has to undergo
training to boost capacity in order to prepare fitness

and field training of wildfire extinguishment. They also

have to learn about technology of Geographic Information
System so that they are able to know the area where
wildfire is taking place. Thus they will be able to prepare
every equipment for the mission which is not limited in their
own area since when wildfire occurs in other areas, the Fire
Tiger Unit is also willing to tirelessly carry out their work.

The villagers are indeed essential supplementary
force because they can be eyes and ears for the officers.
Some of them also take part in reviving the forest by
plantings pioneering trees or original swamp forest fruits
to grow together with Cajupet trees in order to rehabilitate
degraded swamp forest to return to its original fertile state
like before. Though it takes time to improve the area,
the ability to revive this forest area again will help
not only the life of people but also life of wild animals
and forest to return to the forest - an ecosystem with
biological diversity and a source of natural resources
that have to be conserved as always.

“His Majesty the King graciously granted his royal
initiatives on the area of water management in the swamp
forest on 16 November 2002 which can be summarized
as follows: take into consideration the construction of
a Water Level Regulator in Khuan Khreng Swamp Forest
to control water at an appropriate level so as to prevent
wildfire in the Swamp Forest. The water level must be at
least 10 cms above the whole forest. Therefore, when
draining out the water or pump the water out of Swamp
Forest to use for agricultural purpose, we must consider
the level of the forest area. Because whenever the water
dwindles to the level when fire can take place, the forest
revival activities will just be a waste. We have to start
counting 1 again.”, said Director of Royal Initiative Project
Division.

If we do not want to see the depletion of swamp forest
in Thailand, every party needs to join hand in seriously
taking care of the forest. The government has to rigorously
enforce the law while business and people have to look
after the forest and discourage illegal activities. They must
have awareness that the forest does not belong to any
particular individual or group but “the forest is a national
asset and future of children of Thailand.”
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