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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the environmental and socio-
economic impacts of the Pacific White Shrimp (Litopenaeus vannamei) culture, and (2)
the knowledge about natural resources and environmental conservation of the people in
Amphoe Palian, Changwat Trang. The samples employed in this research included 116
households engaged in the Pacific White Shrimp farming, and 160 houscholds having other
occupations. Data were collected by questionnaires interview using the questionnaires

developed by the researcher,

The study revealed that the two sampled groups had somewhat different opinions
towards the level of the environmental and socio-economic impacts of Pacific White
Shrimp culture. The shrimp farmers believed that the impacts were moderate, while the
respondents having other occupations believed that the impacts were high. Both groups of
respondents agreed that discharging untreated wastewater, polluted by chemicals and
antibiotics, directly into the canals and sea would deteriorate water quality. They
nonetheless agreed that the shrimp farming had increased employment opportunity in
communities. The shrimp farmers contended that shrimp farming brought about better
socio-economic conditions. It led to development of roads, power supply and public water
supply. The respondents having other occupations were however not cerfain that was the
case. Though the community has been substantially urbanized, the relationship among two
groups of respondents are still rural-like: they are considerate, and are always concemned

with helping each other.

Roth samples had moderate level of Lknowledge about natural rescurces and
environmental conservation. They argued that all people, regardless of where they live—

€Y




urban or rural areas—or their economic status—rich or poor—or their occupation, should
make contribuation in natural resources and environmental conservation. The study showed
that none of the Pacific White Shrimp farmers had wastewater treatment ponds, thus
directly discharged the wastewater into the sea. The government agencies should devise
effective measures to assist these farmers, and guide them to stay within a sustainability

framework. .
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