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Abstract 

In Myanmar· s post- independence history, the Rohingya and other ethnic 

minorities have been in conflict with the Rangoon based central government This 

became more pronounced when General Ne Win took power io 1962. From that time 

onwards, the entire machinery of government adopted a series of pol icies against 

Rohingya existence in Myanmar. This started gradually and the Rohingya people were 

made de jure stateless after the 1982 Citizenship Law. The situation changed 

dramatically after the 2012 Buddhist-M uslim riots. Lastly, the Myanmar government 

has launched a major military operation against Rohingya civilians using the pretext of 

hunting down militants who attacked government buildings, including police stations 

on August 25, 2017. Since the operation, hundreds of thousands~of terrorized Rohingya 

people crossed the border into neighboring Bangladesh. The U HCR field officials 

mentioned that thousands of Rohingyas have undertaken irregular maritime journeys in 

the Bay of Bengal towards Thailand and Malaysia, and several hundred have reportedly 

died in recent years during the journey. 

Thailand is one of the Myanmar· s refugee hosting countries and providing 

shelters of displaced people such as Karen, Karenni, Mon and Shan ethnic minorities, 

the number of sheltered Rohingyas is very low. The Thai authorities often arrested and 

deport them in various detention centers. The purpose of this research is to analyze the 

Rohingya refugees· presence in Bangladesh and how it has become a security concern 

for country of residence. Thailand is neighboring country of Myanmar, how to deal 

with the displaced Rohingya and any security risk for Southern Thailand . After 

intens ive field work in Bangladesh and Thailand, this research argues that cross border 

movement and frequency of trafficking are very high. Due to lacking of documents, 

Rohingya people face serious difficulties after entering into Thailand. At the same time, 

displaced Rohingya number increased and many of them are in southern provinces 

detention centers. This research did not find any link between displaced Rohingya and 
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Malay Muslim insurgency but both are sympath ized on common Muslim issues. St ill, 

there is no comprehensive policy from Thai gove rnment to dea l with the displaced 

Rohingya fro m Myanmar. 
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