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This study is to examine the subjects.of-news coverage on feminist in the southern
unrest, to investigate those unreported, and to look at their newsworthiness. The
research uses a combination of quantitative and qué‘l‘itative methods. First, selected
and examined were 1,095 news stories covered during two one-year periods of 2004
to 2005, and 2009 to 2010 in two national newspapers: Matichon, representing an
elite paper and Thairath, a popular one. Second, conducted were in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions of groups of academic experts, NGOs staffs,
stringers and local news reporters, victims of the on-going unrest, and youths in the
area. This is to provide the data on what characteristics of information and stories on

feminist that the key informants see worth reporting during the crisis.

Quantitative analysis reveals that the number of news coverage on feminist issues is
limited. Out of 1,095 news items, only 62 (5.66%) portray or concern feminist in the
unrest area: Thairath 41 and Matichon 21 respectively. In those related news items,

the most found topic is “the effect on people”, followed by “the government policy



and approaches to resolve the problems.” Females reported in the news are found
to be both general public and the victims (79.03%). The victims who got
compensation from government appeared on the news only 8.06 percent, while
healing issues covered only one story. Uncovered topics are, for instance, those on
education, economics, occupation, and local people’s daily life.

Qualitative analysis shows that twelve unreported topics on feminists include (1)
continuous aids and compensation for female victims, (2) ways to cope with the
crisis, (3) government policy and solutions affecting females, (4) transformation of
women roles, (5) female participation in resolving problems and in peace-building, (6)
women’s attitudes towards the southern unrest and possible ways out, (7) women’s
rights and roles in"Islam, (8) women rights and gender equality, (9) women and
education, (10) women and motherhood, (11) women’s quality life and sexual
violence and (12) other issues relating Muslim women and their way of life, working'
Women, women and social roles, women as career leaders, women . as wives behind
husbands’ success, women as successful mothers, female reproductive issues, and
women and the mass media. In addition, should be dressed in the media include
issues on (1) women working for social benefits, (2) women’s participation in making
a better society, (3) women applying religious knowledge to daily life, (4) women as

roles model, (5) women behind family’s success and (6) educated women.



