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Thesis Title Disaster Risk Reduction of Senpong School, Sadao District, Songkhla Province
Author Miss Nopparat Wichisaro
Major Program Public Administration
Academic Year 2017
Abstract

In 2011, Senpong School, Sadao District, Songkhla Province was severely affected by
flooding. Such remarkable impacts and losses demonstrated that Senpong School still lacked the ability
to deal with disasters. This research is aimed at investigating disaster risk reduction of Senpong School,
disaster knowledge and disaster risk perception of students as well as teachers. This research employed
both qualitative and quantitative research methods. The samples for quantitative research consisted of
285 students and teachers. Key informants for qualitative study comprised 12 school executives, heads
of departments, and student representatives. Quantitative data were collected through a survey
questionnaire and, then, analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and One-Way
ANOVA. Qualitative data were collected through in- depth interview and, then, analyzed using
grounded theory approach.

Results showed that, firstly, students had a moderate level of flood disaster knowledge
(M=20.1, SD=5.499) while teachers had a high level of flood disaster knowledge (M=27.5, SD=1.403).
Secondly, most of students perceived that the flood disasters caused disruption of schooling (76.4% )
while most of teachers perceived that flooding did not so much caused damage to teachers, students,
and the premises. In terms of disaster risk reduction, Senpong School has undergone 8 activities. These
included flood risk area analysis, having disaster risk insurance coverage, flood disaster warning and
information dissemination, elevating premises, flood response exercising, providing flood preparedness
education to students, and developing flood response strategies.

When undertaking flood risk reduction activities, Senpong School faced 4 groups of

problems. They are structural problems of affected buildings, the lack of flood risk perception among



®)

students, lack of adequate personnel working in flood response operations, and the high exposure of
school location.

Based on these findings, it is recommended that Senpong School should develop a
curriculum and/ or activities that help educate both students and teachers about flood risk. Such
curriculum and activities should also help shape the right perception of flood risk. Senpong School
should also have a realistic plan for flood risk reduction in the future. Finally, future research should
compare flood risk reduction between private and public schools so that more insightful lessons can be

learned.
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