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Abstract

The right to self-determination is a concept based on basic civil rights
to freely determine or make decisions on their political, economical development, social, and
cultural status. This concept has been implemented for the first time in 2009 as a supporting
measure to solve the field of conflicts in the Southern Border Provinces of Thailand and ensure
the faimess of citizens’ right to decide amidst the discord. However, it has not been brought into
wider discussions due to its sensitivity and inclination to affect stability and integrity of the
Kingdom of Thailand.

This research study focuses on the concept and dynamic of the right
to self-determination of examples from the discordant Southern Border Provinces of Thailand.
The qualitative research is carried out by integrating studies of documents and in-depth
interviews. The result reveals that the concept of right to self-determination is one of the
movements made to emphasize the significance of ‘right of region possessions” held by Melayu
Patani natives. It is used as a medium to petition to reclaim their rights to self-organization of
local people as a result of cultural, economical, and regional discourses.

Furthermore, the existence of this concept also exhibits the strugsle of
local people involved in political movement to recapture leadership power and justice with
armed groups while the other side of the conflict opposes the ideal of the Kingdom of Thailand’s
integrity. The latter defends their stance with resistance at first but subsequently decides to listen
and get their message across through communications. The dynamic of self-determination right
showcased through multiple examples during the past 10 years reflects that the concept is the
heart of the unresolved conflicts. Every side mutually recognizes how crucial it is to have more
room for discussions and exchanges of opinions in order to bring about proper political changes
and truly demonstrates civil right to self-determination.

Keyword: Right, Self-determination, Conflict, Southern Border Provinces of Thailand
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12 ﬂ?%ﬁﬁﬂﬂqwﬁuaﬁu izq%’ammﬁ&i “First Requests of the Delegation of the Barisan Nasional Melayu Patani (BRN) in the Peace negotiations
with the Thai Royal Government April 29. 2013 Whereas:
1. This peace negotiation is between representatives of the Patani warriors, who are led by the Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani (BRN),
and the Thai Royal Government.
Accordingly:

a. BRN is a liberation organization that acts as representative of Bangsa Melayu Patani people;

b. BRN defends the rights and interests of Bangsa Melayu Patani people;

c. BRN carries out the mission and aspirations of the Bangsa Melayu Patani people.
2. Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani (BRN) agrees that the Malaysian Royal Government may act as a facilitator and mediator and be
directly involved in this negotiation, in order to:

a. Be successful in this negotiation process.

b. Gain trust from Melayu Patani people and from the international community.

c. Gain authority in political conflict resolution efforts in the Patani land.
3. This negotiation process must be witnessed by representatives of the ASEAN Countries, Organization of the Istamic Conference (OIC), and
NGOswhich approved by both the BRN and the Thai Royal Government.
Because:

a. The agreement between the BRN and the Thai Royal Government must be witnessed by the international communityand
representativeofinternational organizations which supports human rights, peace, and security;

b. In order to guarantee consistency for both parties.

4. The Thai Royal Government must acknowledge the rights of the Melayu Patani nation for the Patani land,



72

“YoiSensonlasi Anzguny BRN lumsnaneisesduanmavssulalne Jui

29 1319184 2013 1A1377:

v v

1. msnwangasdidunimnaneveasruIun1saeguInd lngnsuivesyuauns
UiFvumaua g U IBRNAUSTUIa ne ingrz:

1. BRN AoevAdfiiiiowasnmiidusaunivessiaigumii

=

U. BRN AeguntovansuasmaiudaIngyvesvruaiguniil
9. BRN Aeg1iIn15doasuasAIunvey1uagUn il

2. UM sUGIFIAUa18UINIT BRN L5Tud g3 un15useialissinaunaidy

2
[

Wuggrnennuazainuazninduaunar idaiuieideslnensilunimyanensal

0. uloandunisuasnuduselunisyenenssil

] v %
<~ v a4 v
il

. iemsnaneasallasuniseeusuussaiNnuBodulinuyIna g

a

UI97154a2a9ALYINITIH

]

I <~

7 ielilasuarwansoluarunergrunsun gy winaudnudsn i

nssdasluuaiuguini

Because:
a. The essence conflict that has happened Patani land is that it seized the rights of Melayu Patani people to the Patani land.
b. There are issues regarding human rights and the right to self-determination.
c. There are also issues regarding political, economic, education, and social culture rights covenants, as well as other rights.
5. Barisan Revolusi Nasi onal Melayu Patani (BRN) demand that the Thai Royal Government liberate all detained Patani liberation warriors,
without conditions.
Because:
a. The Patani warriors acted in defense of the people and are not criminals, nor separatists or terrorists.
b. The Patani warriors are enforcers of justice, and are not oppressors, and are neither cruel nor cheating the people;
c. The Patani warriors love calm and real peace, and have no criminal or extremist intent.
Kuala Lumpur, April 29, 2013
Delegation/representation leader
Barisan Revolusi Nasional Melayu Patani (BRN)
In Malaysia

Hassan Taib”
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