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Abstract
The purposes of this study were: 1) to carry out a discriminant analysis of intentions
to migrate at the individual level in the three southern border provinces to find out factors
determining intentions to migrate and not to migrate; and 2) to investigate the people’s intention
models to migrate from the three southern border provinces. The population of this study consisted
of heads of households living in the three southern border provinces from which 391 heads of the
households were selected as samples of the study that were further classified into two groups: a group
of 194 samples with intentions to migrate, and a group of 197 samples with intentions not to migrate.
The data were analyzed using discriminant analysis and the stepwise method.
The results of the study revealed the following:
Half of the group with intentions to migrate intended to migrate to Songkhla Province.

Their intentions were to migrate their whole families. The number of families intending to migrate
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permanently and that intending to migrate temporarily were relatively the same. Their gender,
religion, marital status, native town, land holding size, monthly income and debt were related to their
intentions to migrate.

Comparisons of variables between the two groups of people in the three southern border
provinces who were with intentions to migrate and not to migrate showed that all the variables were
significantly different at .05 and .01. Together, they could discriminate the differences between
people with intentions to migrate and those with intentions not to migrate. The equations could also
be used to estimate the number of members of the two groups correctly at 81.1 percent. The numbers
of people with intentions to migrate and those with intentions not to migrate were estimated correctly
at 85.1 and 77.2 percent, respectively. The equation to discriminate the groups in one-dimension
could be written as follows:

Y =.585UNR - .581REN + .538JOB + .376DEB + .354NET
The variable given the highest weight in the discrimination was the unrest in their residence
(UNR) with the coefficient (¥ m) of .585 which was a variable that tended to be a characteristic of the
group of people in the three southern border provinces who were with intentions to migrate. The
other characteristics were: job opportunities in a new residence (JOB) (V' m = .538), debts (DEB) (V
m=376), and a network (NET) at the destination (V' m = .354). The characteristic of the group with
intentions not to migrate was the relationships with their relatives and neighbors (REN) (V m = -

.581).
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