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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) study the characteristics of demography, economic, rubber
production and membership of the Rubber Fund Cooperatives (RFC) 2) to study the levels of
adaptation in terms of the social, economic and production of the RFC’s members under the low
rubber price crisis and 3) study the relationship between the characteristics of demography,
economic, rubber production and membership and the levels of adaptation of the member of RFC
under the low price crisis of rubber. The data collected from the RFC’s member in Songkhla
Province by using structured questionnaire with 365 samples. Pearson’s correlation coefficient was
used to find the relationship between characteristics of demography, economic, rubber production
and membership and levels of adaptation. The results indicated that 55.60 % of the respondents are
female. Most respondents (55.30%) have elementary school as their highest education background
Average number of workers in rubber plantation is 2 workers perhousehold. The average land
ownership is 11.66 Rai per household. Average income per household is 23,805.21 Baht per month.
Average time length of being the member of RFC is 15.34 years. Level of their participation in
activities of the cooperatives is high (X = 3.50). Levels of social and economic adaptation are
medium (X = 3.20 and X = 2.61, respectively). The adaptation related to rubber production is low
(X = 2.21). The relationship between those characteristics of demography, economic, rubber
production and membership with level of social adaptation with statistical significant at 0.01 are
savings, debtand weed control while characteristics which have statistical significant at 0.05 are
total household income., The characteristics which have relationship with the economic adaptation
at 0.01 are size of resedent area, size of other crop plantation area, saving and time length of the

RFC membership. The relationship with production adaptation at 0.01 are size of resident area,



®)

while at 0.05 are number of workers in rubber trees plantation, total land owned, size of
residentarea, size of pre-harvested rubber plantation area, size of other crop plantation area, saving
and weed control. The results can be used as the adaptation guidelines for the RFC’s members or
any other rubber farmers. There are 2 suggestions from the research which are 1) rubber farmers
should try to reduce thier expenses and increase income as the study indicated that RFC’s member
has the economicadaptation at medium level. Therefore, financial planning is needed such as
tracking the household income and expense. 2) It was found that the adaptaion in term of the
production is at a low level. Therefore, the RFC’s members should adapt themselves and strengthen

their household capacity such as applying the Sufficient Economy philosophy.
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Reliability Statistics

Cronbacn’s Alpha
867

N of Items

45

Item Statistics

Cl1
C12
C13
Cl4
C15
Cl6
C17

D23
D2.4
D2.5
D3.1
D3.2
D33
D3.4
D3.5
D3.6
D3.7

Mean
4.6333
4.3000
4.3000
3.9333
3.9333
4.0333
3.9333
4.1000
3.6333
2.6333
2.9667
3.1000
3.2000
3.2333
3.4000
3.2000
2.6333
2.4333
2.7333
2.9000
3.0667
2.2667
2.1667
2.1000
3.0667
2.2000

Std. Deviation
.88992
1.05536
70221
98027
.98027
.99943
1.04826
1.02889
.99943
1.42595
.88992
.84486
.84690
.89763
.56324
.99655
1.42595
1.61210
1.70057
1.62629
1.63861
1.50707
1.72374
1.39827
1.25762
1.44795

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
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Reliability Statistics

Cronbacn’s Alpha
867

N of Items

45

Item Statistics

D3.8
D3.9
D3.10
D3.11
D3.12
D3.13
D3.14
D3.15
D3.16
D3.17
D3.18
D3.19
D3.20
D3.21
D3.22
D3.23
D3.24
D3.25

D3.26

Mean
1.8667
2.4000
2.1667
2.4667
0.6000
0.6000
0.6000
0.6000
0.6000
3.6333
3.2333
3.0667
2.8667
2.7333
3.5000
3.1000
3.5000
1.7667

2.3333

Std. Deviation
1.43198
1.30252
1.34121
1.10589
1.40443
1.40443
1.40443
1.40443
1.40443
1.03335
0.67891
0.63968
0.57135
0.63968
1.22474
0.88474
1.19626
1.38174

1.21296

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
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