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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the role of folklore in local wisdom transfer to restoration of
“Pha Yok Mueang Nakhon” to royal Khon costumes. As a qualitative research, this
thesis comprises participant observation on a weaving process, in-depth interviewing
as well as focus group discussion and applies Carl Lindahl’s concept of material

folklore and William Bascom'’s studies on the role of folklore in knowledge transfer.

The findings reveal that the members of Ban Noen Thammang Art and Crafts Hall can
successfully restore the weaving of “Pha Yok Mueang Nakhon” by using local wisdom.
That is, to restore this ancient cloth, originally they had to prepare necessary materials
and dye silk by using natural dyes before dyed silk was later provided to them by the
SUPPORT Foundation at Chitralada Garden to make royal Khon costumes. The weaving
process of “Pha Yok Mueang Nakhon” requires complicated stages, including entwining
ancient patterns like “Kruay Cheng”, “Sang Wian” and “Thong Pha” to be this cloth.
“Pha Yok Mueang Nakhon”, most patterns of which reflect Nakhon Si Thammarat
ancestors’ belief in Buddhism, has been made into royal Khon costumes for leading
characters of the noble class. Not only does the restoration of “Pha Yok Mueang
Nakhon” unveil the perfect combination of external wisdom and local wisdom as well
as new wisdom imparted for solving problems, it also uncovers the role of folklore in
transferring local wisdom from generation to generation and from weavers to

communities and other communities.

Key words: Pha Yok Mueang Nakhon, restoration and creation, Ban Noen Thammang

Art and Crafts Hall
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