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Abstract

Project Tiltle: An Ethnosemantic study of the food names in Hat Yai District, Songkhla province
Investigator:  Chanokporn Angsuviriya
Department of Educational Foundation, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkhla
University
E-mail Address: chanokporn.a@psu.ac.th, poon_chanok@hotmail.com

Project Period: 1 October 2011 — 30 September 2012

The objectives of this article are to analyze the semantic components of the food names in
Hatyai District Songkhla Province and to study its cognitive reflected through the food names in an
ethnosemantic approach.

The data were taken from informants who are classified into three age groups: the age group
1 (15-25 years old), the age group 2 (35-45 years old), and the age group 3 (55 or more), and three
ethnic groups: the southern Thais, the Malaysian Thais, and the Chinese Thais.

The results of the analysis show that the structures of food names are divided into 4 eroups:
1) Type 2) cooking 3) Ingredient and 4) Characteristics. Moreover, based on a componential analysis of
the meanings of all the food names four dimensions of contrast were found: “a kind of food”,
“southern Thai food”, “how to make food edible” and “ingredient”.

A folk taxonomy of all the name of foods shows that the unique beginner term is “food”.
This term is the superordinate level above all the other food names. The level under the unique
beginner is that of generic food names composed of “main course” and “desserts”. The rest are
specific food names classified into main course groups and dessert groups. In the lowest hierarchy,
two hundred and thirty eight main course dishes and eleven desserts were found.

In term of attitude towards the food names, as for main course dish, the most popular main
course dishes in all the 3 groups are “Kangsom” (sour soup made of tamarind paste) and
“KangTaipla” or “KangPhungpla”. As for dessert, the most favorite desserts in all the 3 groups are
“Klauybuatchee” or Klauybuat (banana in coconut milk) and “Lotchong” or “Singaporean Lotchong”.
In addition, it is found that the Chinese Thais and the southern Thais do not like to eat beef because
of worshiping a Kuan-im goddess and fish and seafood as a staple food respectively, while the
Malaysian Thais do not like pork because they are Muslim. When the age groups have been taken into
account, the age group 1 (15-25) do not like spicy foods but prefer fast foods, compared with the
other age groups. While the age group 2 (35-45) love to eat the same kind of food as those in the age
group 1 and the age group 3 because of being in working life age, the most favorite food of the age
group 3 (55 or more) is the local foods. In addition, fast foods are not popular for the age group 3 (55
or more).

This study also reveals three cognitive systems of informants: a local influence, outside

interaction, and economy or society.
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WNaAAANYuYEUl kE:1) ck:t taw hu: mu: sap]
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wNIAnNzIZEnldke 1) ctt ma ra jat saj]
wnalauar/unanavanked) taj plal
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nszsnzUalkra phd pla:]
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feRenlkuaw tia:w]

fefesugiikua:w tiaw tom jam]
Aedersemiilkua:w tia:w ratt nas
rewfiemyuinnikua:w tiaw mu: naim tok]
wnrarlilkaw law kajl

WNINTAKE:T) ka ti ]

WNALUEINIULKE 1) khiaw wa:n]
wNaLUlAKE: L) khia:w wa:n kaj]

NI IEAkE D) khua phet]

wNIIa[ kE:1) kit ]

uN9IALATesenIUKET) cit khrial) ja ciin tun kaj ]

AsgswrzUalkra phd pla:]
néeluiden/ndredeulklua:w khaj chia:m]
naneuIvkluaw bua:t chi: ]
faeSulkua:w capl

fagifelkuaw tiaw]
MelfgTaikuaw tiaw ratt na:l
wNINENkE:T) ka ti ]
WNALUEIMIULKE 1) khia:w wa:n]
wNaLTUlAKE:T) khia:w wa:n kaj]
Lmﬁ’a[k&lj khua:]

unefLiake:1) khua: phet]

wNaIa[ kE:1) ct:t ]

wnadaemilal k€:1) ckt taw hu: khaj ]
wNIAUEsEkE L) cit ma ra]
wnalaav/wnanavanked) taj plasl
LNANTNETKET) the: pho]
WNAARKE:T) phEt]
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WNAAKE 1) phEt]

wnastasiulal mat sa man kaj]

WNALAENkE D lial) ]

WN9FUkED) som ]

unedudafusutvyke ) som kul) kap man
khi: nu: 1

Y

unaFUUaURIKET) som pla: khi: tal] ]
wNaduUa1vauke: 1) som pla: chd:n]
Innea[ kaj tho:t]

IANALALlkaj phat knEm]

vuuAnlkha nom khe:k/ nom khe:k]
UNIU[ka nom ci:n]

unIulkha nom ci:p]

Ul Ingzdunsl kha nom waj phra can]
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F1fianakha:w phat kul)]
I1nangialkha:w phat tha le:]
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IndaLAskaj phat kh€m]

wugatelkha nom kuj chaj]

wnadeske:n la:1) ]
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wunIulkha nom ci:p]
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khrta:1) k€:1) kaj/pla: duk]
giunndlalkha:w man k€:1) kajl
1dulAlkha:w man kaj]
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dnraesosunamzialkhaw ratt khriad)
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Pravilewiseulkhaw nia:w thu ria:n]
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lnda/wedan [taj pla/ phul) pla:
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wlgie[p€ kuaij]

piI]]/[nia:w1 pe:I]A/piI]ll]/[ kha:w nia:w kua:n]
Prnterdaven] khaw nia:w sal) kha ja:]
lmnakhaj da:w]

lanzldlkhaj pha lo]

Tagnivel khaj luk khe:j]

Aztimynenlkha na: mu: thO:t ]

fndalkhua: Kin]

Fandavikhua: ki) mu]

Wwna8[cha:w kuaj]

4 I

AuUNIziNEulalton kra tia:m phat ]

Y A

fuAtom ct:t]

AuLgU[tom sE:p]
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€

Augtom jam]
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WinTafta:w tH) ]
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U¥d1dlba cal) ]
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AnLial phat phet]
AnLiinUannnlphat phet pla: duk]
RoLianyphat phet mu
\Won[phta:k]
Wonnaa[phtak thd:t]
Noevedfd:j thd:1)]
finneadelfak to:1) chiam]
Sudiaslrua:m mit]]
aanvaal0:t chd:1) ]
aulla:pl

anyullu:k chup]

anenalluk ta:n]

Qﬂmﬂal,%’em[[u:k ta:n chta:m]

aUWAnARATNELalsa pa: kEt ti: phat khi:

ma:w tha le:]
f16i[som tam]
dxnonnLiin[sa tO: phat phet]
nygnoalmu: thd:t ]
“YRINUmMuU: wa:n]

noudnhd; cI: ]

Wndulta:w sua:n ]

wiyvenl taw hu: thO:t]

Lé’hﬁuuam[ ta:w hu: nom sot]

WIMLEUL tasw hu: mu: sap]

gl ta:w huaj]

ladav/wevan [taj pla/ phul) pla:
dudedulthua: khiaw tom

fddulthua: dam tom]

faumadulthua: d€:1) tom]
NeInyaAthd:1) jO:t ]

NINEUth:1) jip]
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Wanunnzsa [hd: mIk tha le:]

W ulnn€m ?7en kaj]

UauAulpla: khem]
UaAunenlpla: khem tho:t ]
Uanymoenlpla: thu: thO:t ]
Uamﬁq[pla: thu: n1)]
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ANNTIU[phat phak rua:m]
AaLial phat phet]
AniaUatnzniphat ph€t pla: kra phol] ]
AnwiinUannnlphat phet pla: duk]
AoLinazma(y fa wiin) [phat phet sa t: ]
enideulphtak chta:m]
finneudeulfak to:1) chiam]
JuAuman tom]
gruzaidlduanAujam ma mua:d) saj pla: khem
Sudasrua:m mit]
aanveal0:t chd:1) ]
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Wty e[ nia:w dam]
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