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RATCHANEECHAY  CHOEIROD. 2018. THEME AND OUTSTANDING
CHARACTERISTICS OF THAI USAGE IN THE JOURNAL THE
HAPPINESS OF THE ELDERLY. THIS RESEARCH ACCEPTED
FUNDING FROM THE FACULTY OF LIBERAL ARTS RESEARCH
FUND OF PRINCE OF SONGKLA UNIVERSITY, 2018

Abstract

The objective of this research was to analyze important themes and
outstanding characteristics of Thai usage in the journal The Happiness of the Elderly.
Eight issues of the journal, from the years 2014-2016, were analyzed.

The study found 4 important themes in the journal The Happiness of the
Elderly, including: 1) Suggestions to quickly set various government policies and
measures in order to prepare for an aging society; 2) Support for elders to conduct
their lives in a secure and dignified manner; 3) Strengthening the health and sanitation
of elders; and 4) Promoting a guaranteed, secure, and sustainable income for elders.
All four of the aforementioned themes are consistent with the intentions of the
Foundation of Thai Gerontology Research and Development Institute, the body
responsible for preparing the journal The Happiness of the Elderly. Through the
journal the institute aims to publicize knowledge and science related to Thai elders’
health and to instill physical and mental wellness in its elderly readership in the
context of contemporary Thai society.

The study found 3 outstanding characteristics of Thai language use as it
appears in the journal The Happiness of the Elderly, including 1) Word use, 2)
Sentence use, and 3) Image use. The journal uses a formal style to communicate with
its readership. The use of this style is tied to the circumstances of message sending
and the relationship and attitude between the message sender and receiver. The
message sender, the Foundation of Thai Gerontology Research and Development
Institute, lacks direct interaction with its elderly readership. Therefore, the journal
must use formal language to persuade its readership to behave according to the
published content.
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