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Community participation in preservation of art and culture
: A case of Buddhist Temples in the three Southern border
provinces of Thailand
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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study aimed to determine causes of changes of Thai Buddhist
temples, physical characteristics of Thai Buddhist temples and community participation in
preservation of Thai Buddhist temples in the three Southermn border provinces of Thailand.
Data were collected through observations and in-depth interviews with Buddhist monks,
people in the communities, involving government officials totaling 62 informants. The data
were validated with triangulation before conclusive and descriptive analyses were
conducted.

The study found that Thai Buddhist temples have been on the dectine due not only
to the unrest in the area but also secular persons’ behaviors including misconduct of the
temples’ committee members, a lack of unity, and attitude towards the temples; monks’
behaviors including being addicted to vices, short periods of staying in the same temple
through the Buddhist Lent, paying too much attention to their personal routines and giving
insufficient help to society; and construction of public utilities including problems of
workmen, operations and budgets. The physical characteristics of the temples in terms of
art and culture revealed principally Thai art and traditions, and outstanding in co-existence
of landscapes and culture. The changing condition of the temples and seeing the value of
local heritages have brought about community participation in preserving art and culture in
different forms directly and indirectly, in large and small scales depending on their degrees
of faith and on the environments. Regarding factors of participation, it was found that
community participation in planning and decision-making was limited, and this is the same
as participation in operation; planning and operation on repair and maintenance are
regarded as responsibilities of the abbots and government organizations. However,
community participation was found to be at a high level in preservation of traditions and
promotion of faith, environmental conservation, temple protection and knowledge transfer
even though such participation is carried out indirectly by giving support in resources, serving
as ad hoc committee members, and coordinating with external organizations. Concerning
benefits, only some groups in the community get benefits in small incomes. Socially, there
are unity and relationships between the temple and the community as well as external
networks while personal benefits are seen as psychological benefits. Concerning evaluation,
community participation is limited as only some people have ability in evaluation. Checking
and controlling are responsible for by the abbots. Evaluation in the form of speaking among
people in the community may or may not affect improvement of the temples’ art and
culture. i
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