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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to look into the dynamic condition of economy, society,
bio-physiology, and hired labor including of problems, obstacles of hired labors of
rubber farmer households, governance, and fairness of working. Particular for the
governance issue, this study also tried to find out problems, limitations, indicators,
fairness of hired labors in the rubber production system, and suggestions for the
development of good governance between hire labors and rubber farmer households.
The studied areas were conducted in Songkhla province at 6 districts of Sadao,
Rattapoom, Hat Yai, Bang Klum, Kuan Niang, and Nah Mom. The number of 395 of
rubber farmer households that used hired labors in rubber production was collected for
the guantitative study, and also 60 of those for the qualitative study. The instruments
used for this study were structured questionnaires and unstructured in-depth
guestionnaires. The study found that the dynamic of using hired labors of rubber farmer
households could be classified into 5 periods of time as year 1961 - 1981: years of using
hired labors with traditional rubber production, year 1982 - 1990: years of using hired
labors for rubber production by new beginning technologies, year 1991 - 1996: years of
using hired labors for rubber production by new technologies , year 1997 - 2005: years
of using hired labors during the economic and social changes, and year 2006 - present:
years of using hired labors during the expansion of rubber industry and rubber price
situation. For the conditions supported of making decision to use hired labors for rubber
production of rubber farmer households, the study found 6 indicators that were 1) skills
and experiences, 2) inadequacy of family labor, 3) wage level and hiring contract, 4)
amount of land owning and labor capability, 5) effects from the changing situation of
economy, society, and policy, and 6) frequency of rubber tapping to earn more family
incomes under the circumstance of higher rubber price.

For the study on governance and fairness of hired labor working in the
rubber production system in the studied areas, the study indicated average value at
2.64 (rating at 2.50 - 3.25) and found that governance in term of involving in giving

opinions and suggestions for practices and making decisions in the rubber tapping of
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hired labors was rated at high value of 3.51. When looked at the indicators for
governance and fairness of hired labors in the rubber production system, the study
found the weighted mean at such indicators at high value at 0.71. The most significant
indicators were those related to the matters of wage level fairness and working quality of
hired labors.

For problems and limitations of using the principle of governance for
working with hired labors in rubber production system, the study found some significant
problem of matter related to hiring contracts that would depend on the favor of
employers for the reason that 33.5% of employers were the most owners of rubber
plantation. The study also gave some significant suggestions for the development of
good governance and fairness for hired labors in the rubber production system that
there should create the process of participating and building knowledge and
understanding the situation of economy and society between parties of owners and
hired labors. Government should also create or stipulate some regulations related to
wage rates and conditions that could be adjustable to match the area circumstances

and would have fairness between both parties.
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine governance, fairness, and indicators including with problems
and suggestions for the development of governance and fairness of hired labors working in
para-rubber plantation. The study was conducted in Songkhla province in 6 districts of
Sadao, Rattaphum, Hat yai, Bangklam, Khuanniang, and Namom. The random sampling for
the number of 396 labors hired by households working in para-rubber plantation who were
doing all activities and those doing only some activities of para-rubber production calculated
from the formula of Taro Yamane. The major informants selected by the purposive sampling
were hired labors working in 60 households of para-rubber farmers. Structured interviewing
instrument and in-depth interviewing instrument with non-quantitative statistical analysis. A
package for the social sciences was used for data analysis. Descriptive statistics such as
percentage and arithmetic mean were employed. Qualitative statistical analysis would be
carried out by sorting and synthesizing of data. The study found that para-rubber tapping was
the most activity practiced by hired labors at average value of 85.8 percent. Para-rubber
planting was practiced at average value of 43.6 percent. For governance and fairness of labors
hired by households, the study found that most respondents rated at medium value (average
of 2.64). For involving of giving suggestions and decisions for para-rubber tapping activity,
respondents rated at high value (high average of 3.5) with lower average of efficiency and
effectiveness of working of hired labors at medium value (average of 3.12). For the whole
picture of indicators for governance and fairness, the study weighted the significant level at
average value of 0.70 that signified the high significance of indicators. Indicators related to
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agreeable wage were rated at maximum average value of 0.86 that had significance for
specifying governance and fairness. Indicators related to issues of involving and giving
suggestions and decisions for para-rubber marketing activity was rated at low average value
of 0.46 that signified the medium significance of indicators. The major problem related to
governance and fairness was the contract that would rely on the employers because
employers were owners of para-rubber plantations. For the important suggestions for the
development of governance and fairness of hired labors in para-rubber production system was
creating of standardized and documented equality contract without trying to get advantages
from each other. In order to support the coming of ASEAN Economic Community in year
2015, the pattern of governance and fairness for labor hiring system could be divided into 3
subsystems of labor hiring system related with internal factors, external factors, and
economic, social, and environmental factors.

Keywords: hired labors, governance of hired labors, hired labors in para-rubber production
system, and fairness of hired labors
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