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- Abstract

This phenomenological study explored the experiences of Thai older adults who were living
in a skipped generation household in Songkla province, southern part of Thailand. Semi-structured

interviews conducted with 17 older adults representing 11 families.

Data analysis identified the two core themes; “living in a three generation household” and
“maintaining harmony of life”. Six sub-themes emerging under the core themes “living in a skipped-
generation household” were 1) meaning of living in a skipped-generation household which composed
of a negative meanings such as live the tough life, become a parent again, and no one good to me
while the positive meaning was not lonely anymore. 2) family and personal problems of the older
adult’s children have been found as causes of living in the skipped- generation household. 3) duty in
the family which composed of raising grandchildren, managing household chores, and earning daily
living income. 4) there are many social activities for the older adults but most of them have limited
opportunities to participate. 5) feelings toward the living arrangements which mixed between good
and bad feelings. 6) supporting benefits for living in the three generation household composed of the

power within and the outsider power.

The 4 emerging sub- themes under the core themes “maintaining harmony of life” were 1)
meaning of harmony of life which composed of living with stress free, no lack of something. 2)
Maintain harmony of life were accomplished by complete everyday task, earn enough money, and
think positive. 3) Benefit supports for maintain harmony of life were having a helper, having a
financial resource, and grandchildren never made any problems. 4) Interference things toward

harmony of life were insufficient income, and no helping hands.

The results of this study could support the idea of the Elders’ work programmed on policy
and guild the way to maintain harmony of life for the Thai older adult living in a skipped-generation
household. The results of this study can also contribute to enhancing the harmony of life for

grandparents raising their grandchildren in skipped generation household.

Key words: Maintaining Harmony of life, Skipped-Generation Household, Phenomenology, Thai

Grandparents
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é’wuﬁaniiuﬂiuf&ﬁueﬁaLf‘iawmﬁaqma ﬁLﬂsﬁvw'Iﬂa'h'faﬁaL%awssm (descriptive statistic)
i Ausnuaenud Aeds werdndsauunesgu

2. YayavszaunisainsegendeluaiiFoutiuiu u,a~msﬂsuama’tum§l°mm'lu
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