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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to examine the impacts, risk perception and
adaptation to flooding of households in Hat Yai City Municipality. The areas of study are 12
communities which are labeled as high-risk, medium-risk, and low-risk communities. Both
qualitative and quantitative methodologies were employed for data collection and analysis. A
semi-structure interview was used to collect data from 43 key informants and survey
questionnaires were distributed to 400 respondents. The primary findings are as follows. First, the
impacts of flooding on households in different communities are different. Householders living in
high-risk communities reported that they were highly affected,most of the householders living in
medium-risk communities reported that they were highly affected as well, and householders
living in low-risk communities reported that they were moderately affected. Second, residents of
all three groups of communities perceive the risk of flooding as high for all three dimensions
including perceived dread, perceived impact, and perceived likelihood. Third, adaptation to
flooding of Hat Yai residents lies in five patterns: housing/lodging, food, clothing,
health/medicine, and career. Adaptations to flooding in all three groups of communities are at the
medium level. In terms of housing adaptation, Hat Yai people lift up their belongings and elevate
their houses leaving the ground level empty so that the pressure of the floodwater can be reduced.
They also store fresh and dried food and drinking water (food adaptation), wear clothes that are
comfortable so that it is easy when they need to lift up belongings and evacuate in case of
emergency, and often bring umbrellas or wear waterproof hats/caps when going out of their
residences (clothing and health adaptation). Finally, it is interesting to find that people in our
study areas do not have or intend to pursue a second career. They seem not to worry about
gaining additional income if flooding occurs. They perceive that flooding in Hat Yai comes fast

and goes fast and that it is no need to have another job as a second source of income.
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