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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine the dynamics of the funeral tradition
before and during the period of consumerism, and commoditization using qualitative
research methods. Data were collected from in-depth interviews with 22 informants
consisting of those who could provide information about the history of the traditional
funeral, arrangements, funeral rites, and beliefs, and groups doing business with
funerals, funeral hosts, and funeral attendants. Data were also gathered through
participant and non-participant observations. The data were classified, deciphered,
interpreted, concluded, and presented using analytical description.

The research found that the dynamics of the funeral before the period
of consumerism (approximately during 1916-1999) involved the fact that people in
Mueang Songkhla District held funerals at home and cremations at Hua Pom Nok
Temple (Tha Thang Temple). The emphasis was on relationships among people in
Mueang Songkhla District who mutually helped each other. However, after the first
charcoal-burning crematorium of Mueang Songkhla District was built at Hua Pom Nok
Temple, people gradually turned to holding funerals at a temple. Regarding, the
dynamics of the funeral tradition during the period of consumerism (1999-2015), more
funerals have been held at temples when pollution-free crematoriums were built at
Wat Laem Sai and Wat Saket. Meanings and values were given to time associated with
rituals, and to materials to express social status of the host leading to the process of
commoditizing the funeral tradition in commercialization of going heaven. This
includes flower arrangements in front of the coffin, catering, and coffin making to meet
the needs of diverse types of hosts who want conveniences, quickness and luxuries

that are the urban way of life amidst social change.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research article was to explore the construction of identities through
coffins in modern Thai Buddhist society. The data of this qualitative research was collected from
related documents and the field through non-participatory observations, and in-depth interviews
with 10 key informants. The data was categorized, interpreted, concluded, and presented through
analytical description. The study found that that in the construction of coffins in Thai Buddhist
society, importance is given to decoration to make coffins beautiful and to indicate economic
status. This reflects the relationship between art and death. The decoration of the coffin is
colorful while traditional Thai patterns remained popular. However, modern methods such as
stickers and readymade plastic gods. Furthermore, decorations on the top of coffins for the
elderly remained in conservative styles to preserve meanings. Regarding flower arrangement for
decoration in front of the coffin, funeral hosts could choose either mixed stems of flowers or
flowers arranged in the garden style. In modern society, funerals can be held by contracting
contractors to do it from coffin making, flower arrangement to wreath making. These services are
available in various styles to meet customers’ needs.

Keyword: construction of identity through coffins, funeral, coffins in modern Thai Buddhist

society
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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore funeral traditions in consumerism of
Songkhla Province. The area was Saket, RongWat, andLaemSai temple in Bo Yang Sub-district, Mueang
District, Songkhla Province. Data were gathered from related documents and through interviews with 10
informants.

The study found that funeral traditions in Songkhla have changed from traditional practice
when people in the community helped at whatever the amount each individual could afford, which
indicated care and unity of the community, to consumeristic practice. Nowadays, funerals are managed
by entrepreneurs hired by the funeral host from the ritual of bathing the dead until cremating the
body.Hiringentrepreneurs can indicate the social status of the host or the deceased. The changes
respond to the way of life in consumerism in which convenience are emphasized rather than the

meaning of loss, grief, and unity among as it was in the past.

Keywords: Funeral, Change, Consumerism
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Commoditization of the funeral tradition: A case study of Bo Yang Sub-

district, Mueang district, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to explore commoditization of the funeral tradition in Bo Yang Sub-
district, Mueang District, Songkhla Province. The study areas were Wat Laem Sai and Wat Saket. For
this qualitative research documentary and field data were collected through non-participant observation
and in-depth interviews with informants who were funeral business entrepreneurs, undertakers,
Buddhist monks who perform funeral ceremonies, and funeral hosts. In data analysis, the data were

classified, interpreted, concluded, and presented using descriptive analysis.
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The study found that commoditization of the funeral tradition in Bo Yang Sub-district has been related
to the crematorium since it was built in 1999 facilitating cremations in the temple area. The tradition
funeral has two components: 1) The temple which provides services in terms of venue, master of
ceremony, monks, and undertaker; and 2) Funeral businesses which provide caskets, flower
arrangements, and cooks. These two components reflect commoditization of the funeral tradition
because they operate systematically with certain patterns, and most importantly is that each step
requires money to make the funeral meet the objectives of the hosts.

Keywords: Funeral, Commoditization
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