1nU: 0TINAUNS
Kopi: Trang Locals’s Way of Life

Ay 89U

Poranee Yeetin

"31/|mﬁwus‘ﬁtﬁudqwﬁwaamsﬁnmmwé’nqmﬂ%@mﬂ
AauaaasunnUugin arvdgnauuyuduasdeay
URIINYIAYAIVAIUAIUNS
A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of
Master of Arts in Human and Social Development
Prince of Songkla University
2559

AvANSVaIUNIINYaYEIVAIUASTUNS



Kopi: Trang Locals’s Way of Life

Ay 80U

Poranee Yeetin

3%mﬁwuﬁ‘ﬁtﬂud'swﬁwaamsﬁnmmwé’nqmﬂ%zyzyﬂ
AauaaasuniUugin arvdsnauuyeduasdeay
UWIINYIAYAIVAIUAIUNS
A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of
Master of Arts in Human and Social Development
Prince of Songkla University
2559

AvANSVaIUNIINYaYEIVAIUASUNS



1nU: 0T INAUATS
UNaNNTlY U
Wauywdwasday

¢ a a 3 L4
219158NUSNENINYITANUSHEAN

Dudnmilavesnsfinw anundnansuSygrfaumansumindin andgimuiuyy

damy

({9aemans1ansed as.uanun Anaiiey)

AMENITUNITIFDU

UY5¢51UNITUNNS

ASIUNTT

N3IIUNTT

—~
aN
©
Lo
o)
2
N
=3
aN
2
)
2
ol
[a5PY
°2)
anl
=3
Za
L)
)
o)
N—

JUANINGIY UNIINB1FEFIVATUASUNS

puilAlTuINe inusadull

(%
CY ]

Ca

gyhbas

(599A1@M19758 A5.55vNa ASTUL)

ANUAUMNAMINYIAY



o

[
[

Y95U50411 HaITetiinnNmsAnuIdevestindnyies was lauansniuveunnyARand
GEPYPCV LG

& @ ¥

(504189519136 935011 Tau)

s (Y

9197159NUS N INSTANUT TS

1Y

(W9aINslY 80w)

UNAN®Y



(@)

Prmd1vesusesn mavideilieedudumidduniseuiiusyayluszaulaunou wazlile
gntdlunistuvesud@usyanluvueil

(WeaInsile §0u)
UnAN®



Yo Ineinus 1nU: W InAUATS
KLUau wannsiley gou
#1913 WLy edwazdsay
Un1sfn 2558

UNANED

[V
v aAdAv

ANFIUATILTIPUSTaIABAN®IIDN15ALIUTINURIAUL IR L AL INIUY

9
1 1%

[ % i =2 o X A [ ¥ = adav a =3
$ulnUuazAnwinisanssegvesiniintvesauilomsaldseileuisiToenunimiusiusy
ToYAINNTIUNYAUUURILANIINA LT VaLATINIUNIEY 48 AU UTENaumenguuedgna
$ulnl 1W1veuaridminniulnl waznguuesdmtinnnasgiiievesiuinusssuns
SuusgmulnUluiemss wenanuuiiduddunawuulifidiusiulaenmsdunafianssunia
o o a &£ L Ay 2 v A v & % a ¢ o w o
denuiieduluiunirulndludiliewsans 4 S dinsendeyalaunisiideyaundniun
mnany nensia Arnuuaraiedeaty dnauedeyanien1snssuuNIInTIEd
HansfnwnuInitvesruiiowSniuiuinUnasnrisiulaeiuniulntdu

funnedsnnvesdaudisamnsmnmanniy Wunfikanseennisaufnvesauluguyudnis

[ '

<

Huiuflativayuianssumedsauiadie Weulesaoduiusvesnguauludsen wansoonsiu
yafanssuianglulazaeueniuiiulnt Wudenanslunsdenlssauludsaudn
fhefuriunananssuanmaiUdsundamisdeay SelnUldgnuiuasululidnfugaadeni
mansgidvesnuludmuazgndsselimsiegdeluludinuiioanssuielagiu Tnvesay
Fowsdnmsuiuasulidfuiunmadinumeseudiomss Sudsmasonisdssoguading
aeludinsduduiinvosaudiomss Indfaduidnsduiuinvesnuidiewniniuis
Sausssuiignauneadeiuludsauyimihiidudonarmedenuiitisaiionas foulosans
ftusvoandualudsauifiosmdaiudausefnnauiaiagiy



Thesis Title Kopi: Trang Locals’s Ways of Life

Author Miss Poranee Yeetin
Major Program Human and Social Development
Acaemic Year 2015

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to explore Trang locals’ way of life
through Kopi coffee shops, and the existence of Kopi coffee shops in Trang. The data
of this qualitative research were collected through in-depth interviews with 48
informants consisting of a group of patrons, Kopi coffee shop owners and employees,
and a group of government officials involved in the culture of Kopi drinking in Trang.
In addition, data were also collected through non-participant observations on social
activities taking place in four Kopi coffee shops in Trang. In data analysis, the data
were categorized, decoded, interpreted and concluded, then presented using
analytical description.

The results showed that the way of life among Trang Locals is tied up
with Kopi all day. Kopi coffee shops are social spaces for people of all ages who use
them as places where they express their opinions and show support for social activities
to enhance their social relationships inside and outside the shops. Moreover, Kopi
coffee shops provide connections among people amidst social changes than have
made adaptations necessary for the shops through reproductions by people in society
who pass them down which enable the shops to continue their existence in Trang
until nowadays. Kopi coffee shops in Trang have adapted to the social context which
makes them remain in Trang locals’ way of life because Kopi coffee shops have
become culture that has been passed down in society and they have acted as social
media that create and connect groups of people in Trang society from the past until

the present.
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Political Competitiveness and Voters Behavior:
An Exploratory Study on the Ethnicity and Socioeconomic Issues

Munira binti Abdul Razak; munira@ump.edu.my
Muhammad Nubli Abdul Wahab;
Universiti Malaysia Pahang

Abstract

The recent trends of the Malaysia 13™ General Election voters behavior in
choosing party or candidates or both and not to vote attract researchers to
study the dynamism of this electoral phenomenon. This study examined
the causal relationship of political competitiveness and voters’ behaviorin
Malaysia. It also observes on the voters mobility in which the relationship
between ethnicity and party choices. Questionnaires were developed and
distributed to 14 panel groups which involved 740 respondents in the age
of 21-60 years old. The data collected from a survey was analyzed using
SPSS 22 with descriptive statistical analysis to analyze the theory. From
the result it can be found that ethnicity have significant impact on the
choices of political parties and both the political competitiveness and the
voters’ behavior are influenced by the parties and candidate capabilities to
handle electoral issues. This study paved the way on empowering political
parties and candidates as well as to enhance the political competitiveness
quality in Malaysia.

Keywords - political competitiveness; voters’ behavior; ethnicity and
electoral issues
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Kopi Coffee shops: Cultural relationships of Trang locals

Poranee Yeetin; Jureerat Buakaew; poranee.y14@gmail.com
Prince of Songkla University, Thailand

Abstract

The objective of this article is to reveal social relationships of Trang locals
in relation to cultural communication among people through Kopi coffee
shops in Mueang District of Trang Province. The data of this qualitative
study were collected through in-depth interviews with employees and
owners of Kopi coffee shops and non-participant observations. Critiques
on phenomena taking place in the Kopi coffee shops were made. The
results of the study revealed that Kopi coffee shops in the study area are
important for existence of cultural relationships among people in the
community through communication , socializing, and social and cultural
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activities. People in the community use Kopi coffee shops to tighten
their family relationships and relationships among locals. They use Kopi
coffee shops as direct means through talking and interacting with people
in the shops, and as indirect means through signs conveying meanings
such as funeral announcement posters, and Kathin and Pha Pa (Buddhist
rob-offering ceremonies) announcement posters and money trees. Kopi
coffee shops also reflect culture, beliefs, the way of life, and character
traits of Trang locals. Thus, the Kopi coffee shop is an important space
that strengthens beautiful cultural relationships of Trang locals amidst
dynamic social change happening continuously.

Keywords - Kopi; cultural communication space; food culture; belief:
cultural relationship

INTRODUCTION

Culture is partofanagreementbetween groups of society; itis an unofficial
agreement but generally accepted in society (Amara Phongsapit, 1995).
When humanslive in an area, they have to communicate, design and create
common values to make unity in the group (Raphiphan Suwannatthachot,
Sunantha Chuechat, Em-on Chiaramat, Suliman Naruemon Wongsuphap,
Malee Sabaiying, and Sirirat Thanirananon, 2007). Culture is, therefore,
considered part of relationships in the community when they meet and
interact in their everyday life or when there is a special purpose that
brings about activities among groups of people in society. These are part
of society where people with different sub-cultures group themselves
and create relationships that incorporate in their way of life. Kopi coffee
shops in Trang are small spaces that have been given importance as part
of the way of life among Trang locals for a long time from the past until
the present. Itis said that Kopi coffee shops began to exist since the time
when Trang was still located in Kantang District, and Thap Thiang or the
site where Trang is now was still only an important town for migrants
(Suntharee Sang-a-yut, 2011). Among the migrants, Chinese was an
outstanding group (Culture: Historical development, identity and wisdom
of Trang Province, 2001). Chinese immigrants brought with them food
culture that they have passed down to their children and grandchildren,
and the food culture has also influenced locals and has become an
outstanding culture widely known and accepted as the “Kopi drinking
culture of Trang locals”.

Kopi drinking culture is drinking coffee with local snacks. The word
“Kopi” is perceived by Trang locals to mean local coffee that is made by
using an ancient style of small cloth bag with a long handle as a filter; a
needed amount of ground coffee is put in the bag and boiling hot water
is poured into it. Tea and other types of coffee are also served in Kopi
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coffee shops. Trang locals go to have coffee and snacks at the same time
as to have interactions with other people. Thus, the outstanding part of
having coffee in a Kopi coffee shop is to create and tighten relationships,
to communicate, to spread news, and to ask about how the others and
their families are. Nowadays, the Kopi drinking culture has been said to
attract tourists to Trang to experience the eating culture of Trang locals
that has been advertised by the Tourism Authority of Thailand as a “must
visit” town because of its outstanding eating culture (Tourism Authority
of Thailand, 2015). This is a style of eating culture that has connected
society of Trang locals for a long time and has been passed down to the
younger generations. Moreover, it has been a culture that Trang locals are
proud of. This article focuses on showing phenomena in Kopi coffee shops
through locals’ interactions that reflect their relationships and way of life,
and on giving critical descriptions for readers to see the eating culture in
Kopi coffee shops and Trang people’s beliefs through communication to
create cultural relationships.

OBJECTIVE

To examine Trang locals’ cultural relationships in the spaces of Kopi coffee
shops

RESEARCH QUESTION

What are Kopi coffee shops that are spaces where cultural relationships
among Trang locals are created like?

RESEARCH METHOD
1. STUDY AREA SELECTION

The area of this research is in Trang City Municipality, Mueang District,
Trang Province which is outstanding in terms of social interactions among
Tranglocals, and itisasocial space for people of all ages. Even though there
are other types of shops or businesses in Trang amidst social change, Kopi
coffee shops remain the spaces where relationships are created between
social groups, families, communities, neighbors, etc. In selecting the Kopi
coffee shops to be used as the study area, a questionnaire was distributed
to Trang locals asking about popular Kopi coffee shops, and participant
observation was conducted. Two specific criteria were used in selecting
the target Kopi coffee shops. One was those Kopi coffee shops where local
media signs and symbols were still posted such as announcement posters
inviting the public to participate in celebrating the anniversary of shrines,
and funeral announcement posters. The other criterion was those Kopi
coffee shops where locals met and talked about various topics in their
communication. Three Kopi coffee shops were selected. Kopi Coffee Shop
A was selected because it was popular among locals who went there to

203

111



Innovations in Humanities and Social Sciences: Opportunities and Challenges

talk about politics, and where canvassers of different political parties
came when elections approached. Kopi Coffee Shop B was selected
because it was in the heart of the town and could be accessed by people of
all ages and walks of life and; it was where Trang locals’ way of life could
be seen; it was a rest area and meeting point for travelers, and a place for
interactions between people in the neighborhood. Kopi Coffee Shop C was
selected because it was a popular meeting place for all people of all ages
and walks of life, especially in the night which was different from the other
two Kopi coffee shops.

2. INFORMANTS

The study aimed to investigate people in Kopi coffee shops, and there were
two groups of informants. The first group consisted of employees and
owners of the selected Kopi coffee shops, and the second group consisted
of customers who came to eat in the selected Kopi coffee shops. This
is to obtain data from different viewpoints about relationships among
Trang locals through the spaces of the Kopi coffee shops. Participant
observation was also conducted. Requirements were set for the selection
of informants as follows.

1. Nine customers who came to eat in the Kopi coffee shops in Trang
City were to be selected. These customers needed to be participants
in talking activities and had interactions with others in the shops
regularly. They also had to be Trang natives or those who had lived in
Trang for 10 years or more.

2. For the group of employees and owners of the Kopi coffee shops,
two people were selected using purposive sampling from the three
shops. The two informants inherited the business of the Kopi coffee
shops from their parents and had been attached to the Kopi drinking
culture in Trang for a long time. The age of the informants was taken
into consideration to obtain data from the past to the present to see
changes related to the Kopi drinking and eating culture among Trang
locals which would help in data analysis and discussion.

3. DATA COLLECTION

In order to obtain data and study results that cover the objective of
the study, qualitative research was employed with the following data
collecting instruments.

1. Firstly, data from different sources were collected such as from related
documents, research reports and theories from the Provincial National
Library of Thailand and Lady Long Atthakawisunthorn in addition to
online sources. These secondary data were used to set the conceptual
framework of the study.
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2. Secondly, after the framework of thought for the study had been
set, data from related documents and literature review were
analyzed, synthesized and used to structure the interview carried
out by the researcher who also conducted participant observations
in all the three Kopi coffee shops. Before conducting participant
observations, the researcher familiarized herself with employees
starting from becoming a regular customer of the shops in order to
have opportunities for in-depth interviews afterward. The researcher
chose to be in the shops regularly at the same certain periods of time
to look for customers who came to have Kopi in the shops and to talk
to targeted customers regularly to get acquainted with them and to be
able to collect data that covered the study objective.

Furthermore, the researcher observed behaviors of customers in the
shops in the present period of time, and conducted in-depth interviews
with the owners of the shops to obtain viewpoints related to creation of
cultural interactions in the spaces of the Kopi coffee shops that would
help her to see the entire image of Trang local culture in order to utilize in
data analysis afterward.

4. DATA ANALYSIS

1. Data collected from related documents, interviews and observations
were selected and classified according to study issues and the
objective.

2. The data were processed and analyzed using the semiology theory
(Saussure, 1959), modernization theory (Sirirat Adsakun, 2014),
the concept of cultural mix (Sirirat Adsakun, 2014) and the theory
of social evolution (Parsons, 1951) in data interpretation, drawing
conclusions, making a descriptive explanation, and writing an article
on the study.

STUDY RESULTS
1. FOOD CULTURE IN THE KOPI COFFEE SHOPS

Trang is known as a town where people enjoy and give importance to
eating (Documents for the Centennial Celebration of Thap Thiang, 2016).
They choose what they think the best food for their consumption to meet
their appreciation of food with excellent taste (Chirasak Thapthiang,
interviewed on October 12, 2015). In addition to the strong taste of
Southern food, Trang foods are strong and spicy as a result of its being a
place where spices used to be grown. Spices that are popularly used in
cooking are pepper and Krabuan (A book published to honor H.M. the
King on Culture: Historical development, identity and wisdom of Trang
Province, 2001) which give Trang food an outstanding taste that results
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in its being well-known and widely talked about by many people. Some
of the well-known dishes include Trang roast pork and Trang cake. Kopi
drinking in Trang is also unique and widely talked about and it is said
that if you go to Trang and have not had Kopi with Trang roast pork, then
you have not really arrived Trang (Khao Petsi, interviewed on June 14,
2015). From asking Kopi coffee shop owners and customers who were
over 40 years old, it was found that the reason why Trang roast pork is not
sold in every Kopi coffee shop is that in the past this well-known Trang
roast pork was special food of local Thai Chinese and usually cooked to be
used in rituals or important traditions among Thai Chinese in Trang such
as wedding ceremonies, funeral ceremonies, Ching Ming, Chinese New
Year, etc. For these important events, Thai Chinese ordered roast pork
directly from producers, and when the rituals were finished, they had a
meal together and roast pork was distributed to relatives and neighbors.
Even though Trang roast pork was eaten almost all year around, it can
be said that Trang roast pork was eaten only when there were important
social events. Thus, Trang roast pork was not sold for sale in Kopi coffee
shops as it is nowadays. -

In 1984, the government supported people to earn income from tourism
(Chintana Ponrop, interviewed on January 19, 2016) which made Trang
roast pork become a cultural product for Thais as well as tourists from
other countries. Trang roast pork is also included in Trang provincial
slogan for tourism, “A City of Praya Rasada, broad-minded people, delicious
roast pork, origin of para rubber, splendid Sri Trang flowers, beautiful coral
reefs, charming and sandy beautiful beaches, and spectacular waterfalls”.

The Kopi drinking culture of Trang locals has always been popular and
has never faded away from their way of life. There have increasingly been
more Kopi coffee shops each year and thus a Kopi coffee shop can be found
virtually in every lane and alley in Trang City. Some are open all day long
while others are open only in the morning or only in the evening. Most
Trang locals have Kopi before going to work in the morning, and for those
who do rubber tapping, they have Kopi after rubber tapping is done in the
early morning. They have Kopi with different kinds of their favorite food
such as Jakoy (Chinese fried paired-stick bread), Khanom Kliew or Saikai
(another kind of fried long and thin bread), Pathongko (sweet steamed
rice flour), sticky rice cooked in different ways, Khanom Cheep, Salapao,
and many other kinds of steamed dumplings with different fillings (A
book published to honor H.M. the King on Culture: Historical development,
identity and wisdom of Trang Province, 2001).

Nowadays, many shops sell many kinds of food for consumers to choose
such as Trang roast pork which is a well-known dish, cake, soft-boiled rice,
noodles, steamed chicken with rice, stewed porklegwithrice, and alacarte
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dishes (Aunt Sao, interviewed on December 5, 2014). Social change has
brought modernization to Trang and made changes to Kopi coffee shops;
more varieties of food are available; the look of Kopi coffee shops has
been changed; a la carte dishes are available as a result of the expansion
of food industry to meet the needs in modernized society where more
time is needed for occupations (Thanet Wongyannawa, 2014). Therefore,
some Kopi coffee shops serve these kinds of food in addition to serving a
variety of steamed dumplings that were not available in the shops because
they used to be consumed in Chinese families and among large groups of
their relatives (Lao Sue Suwanna, 2014). Nevertheless, when there are
more Kopi coffee shops in Trang City as a result of city expansion, native
local snacks and other kinds of food are now available in these Kopi coffee
shops to attract more customers. Some of these are, for example, grilled
sticky rice with different fillings such as steamed custard, coconut, shrimp,
taro, etc.,, and other kinds of food such as Thai rice noodles. Nowadays,
availability of sweets and various kinds of snacks and food has increased
the popularity of going to Kopi coffee shops that seek and use strategies
to attract customers because there are also increasingly more Kopi coffee
shops in town. Some shops serve new types of food while other offer
new tastes of food to make it outstanding and impressive to customers.
Making a difference is therefore a strategy to encourage customers to tell
their family and friends through words of mouth. Some Kopi coffee shops
make it more convenient for customers by serving “Ahan Chan Diaw” or a
single dish meal or Thai fast food dishes. These strategies are to increase
the opportunities to their shops to be remembered and recommended by
customers who would also return for more services.

Nonetheless, in addition to the strategies for attracting more customers
by making the shop outstanding, another important feature of the Kopi
coffee shops was found to be good relationships between the shop owners
and their customers. Many old Kopi coffee shops are still popular because
they have spaces for friends to meet, relax, talk, exchange information,
and feeling comfortable doing it in the shops. The topics they talk about
include general social topics and private matters. Therefore, even though
old Kopi coffee shops do not serve many new kinds of food, they remain
popular until nowadays (Khao Petsi, interviewed on June 14, 2015).

The above data indicate that in addition to food culture in Kopi coffee
shops that has been inherited and changed according to social dynamics
in Trang City, there are some relationships that help Kopi coffee shops
to remain important to Trang locals. Besides being places where locals
can have their favorite food, Kopi coffee shops are socially valuable to
them because they can get together, express their identities, create social
spaces, and reflect cultural relationships, all of which are somewhat
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concealed in their way of life, through the spaces of the Kopi coffee shops
that have always been popular from the past to the present.

2. CULTURAL COMMUNICATION THROUGH SPACES OF THE KOPI
COFFEE SHOPS

Besides food culture in Kopi coffee shops, there is culture related to
the way of life among Trang locals concealed in Kopi coffee shops
shown through communicative activities among customers. Such
communicative activities shown through signs reflecting culture of the
community are such as Phum Kathin and Kong Pha Pa (Buddhist rob-
offering ceremonies) announcement posters and money trees, and
funeral announcement posters generally seen in Kopi coffee shops. These
objects and announcement posters indicate importance of Kopi coffee
shops in terms of communicative space revealing the way of life that is
tied up with Buddhism amidst city expansion. Moreover, one of the signs
or symbols that show communication among Trang locals very well is
funeral announcement posters. Even though what can be seen in each
poster are only external features like a photo of the deceased with some
personal information, and a name list of his or her relatives, it reveals
close-knit social relationships of Trang locals. People go to the funeral
even though they do not know the deceased but only his or her relative
(Bee, interviewed on December 4, 2014). Furthermore, besides using
signs in indirect communication, Trang locals have interactions through
talking and discussing many different topics in Kopi coffee shops. This
is a cultural charm of Trang Kopi coffee shops where in each one there
is a space promoting communication in the society among customers
themselves and between customers and employees and owners of the
shops. Communication in Kopi coffee shops in Trang can be classified into
four categories according to the opening time of the shops. Even though
people can go to eat at Kopi shops any time of day, not all of them are open
all day. They have different opening hours.

The four categories of communication are as follows. Morning is a joyful
time and Kopi coffee shops are the places for people of all ages and all
walks of life go to have breakfast including rubber tappers who also go to
Kopi coffee shops for breakfast after they finish tapping rubber early in
the morning. Some people go to Kopi coffee shops to buy food and drinks
to eat at home with their families while others eat at the shops and talk
to friends before buying something to take home to their families. Some
vendors in the nearby morning fresh market go to buy food and drinks
from Kopi coffee shops to eat before beginning selling their goods. There
are also some people who go to have breakfast at the Kopi shop before
beginning their daily life while others in the neighborhood go to Kopi
shops and meet with neighbors and friends for a short while due to their
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tight schedules. This is usually meeting without advanced arrangement
and thus they talk to each other only for a short time.

It was also found that many times people meet each other shortly only
to inform news which shows the type of relationship between them. For
example, they go to the Kopi shop just to tell friends that their sons will
be ordained; they will have a housewarming ceremony and party; and to
tell them about a funeral. However, there are also people who meet for a
Jlong time to talk about their hobbies and favorite pastimes. This group of
people is a middle-age group who has common interest and usually goes
to Kopi coffee shops early in the morning to meet, eat and talk about their
favorite things and interest such as health, games like chess, etc. For the
older group of people, most of them live in the neighborhood near the
Kopi coffee shops. Usually they are close friends or very well acquainted
people or those who used to work in the same workplace and have been
retired and are healthy and strong enough to walk to the Kopi coffee shops.
This group of people uses the space of the shop to relax, have breakfast,
talk, share ideas, opinions and news. Some elderly people say that they
go to the Kopi shop quite often even though they can make a cup of coffee
at home using instant coffee but it is not the same as having coffee at the
Kopi shop because at home they sit and drink alone as all their children
and grandchildren go to work and to school. Therefore, they prefer having
breakfast with friends at the Kopi coffee shops (Uncle Chit, interviewed
on January 19, 2016). This depicts the existence of social relationships in
Trang amidst city expansion during the time of social change.

After the morning rush hours, the Kopi coffee shops return to peace
leaving only middle-age people who come to drink Kopi, talk about
different topics and exchange knowledge and information thatare directly
useful for life and that are general information. Thus, during this time of
day, the Kopi coffee shops can be regarded as sources of local information
because people come to communicate and talk about news related to
economics, politics, society, religion and even personal news. This is why
this group of people spends a longer time than other groups in the Kopi
shops. Sometimes this group of people is the same group of the middle-
age group that comes here in the early morning. They come back because
they want more time to relax and talk without having to rush like in the
early morning. This late morning time is suitable for communication
and there is enough time to talk in a more relaxing and a more friendly
way. Moreover, during this time of day, the way of life, values, and beliefs
concealed in words and announcement posters can be better seen which
help reveal local culture while locals are talking and discussing over a cup
of coffee in the local atmosphere. As the sun moves towards the meridian,
many Kopi coffee shops that do not serve a la carte dishes and Thai fast
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food are closed and some will be dpen again in the evening while others
will be open again the next morning. There are no rules for opening or
closing time of Kopi coffee shops in Trang, and locals enjoys drinking Kopi
and eating snacks at any time of day.

In the afternoon, characteristics of people who come in the Kopi coffee
shops are similar to those who come in during the late morning period.
However, in the late afternoon, students come to the Kopi shops. Some of
them come with their parents while others come with their peers. Most of
the students in this group come to spend time there waiting to be picked
up by their parents and those who come to get something to eat before
going to tutorial schools or have private lessons. However, some students
come to meet and talk with friends after school. Therefore, the Kopi
coffee shops at this time are bustling with schoolchildren and teenagers,
especially the shops near schools, tutorial schools and bus stops. Some
come in the Kopi shops to do homework or write report papers with
friends while some to get something to eatand talk. They spend more time
doing these activities during weekends because food and drinks are not
expensive and students can come and eat together which is different from
fast food restaurants where food and drinks are expensive and students
cannot afford to go there often (Chitima Kraithep, interviewed on January
19, 2016). The coming of teenagers who are students in the Kopi coffee
shops to do activities in the shops is another cultural dimension of the
Kopi drinking culture of the new generation of Trang locals who have
inherited the Kopi drinking culture from their society but have adapted it
to suit relationships among their own group.

The time during the late afternoon to evening is a colorful time for Kopi
coffee shops and a relaxing time for people of all ages and all walks of life.
Different groups of people are seen in the Kopi coffee shops, especially
a group of high school and university students who come in groups and
talk about happenings in school, their study and future after they finish
their education. Communication among this group of people, if looked at
externally, it may be considered arguments or chatting among teenagers.
However, for teenagers, peers and friends are important and their talking
is one way of communication to create social self-identity, a space for
mental therapy and problem-solving in their everyday life because teenage
is the time of life when people begin to have a role to play in society, to
be responsible for themselves and to face a world of being adults full of
pressure. For the middle-age group, some come to the Kopi coffee shops
with family while others come with friends. The working-age group who
comes with family uses the space of the Kopi shop for enhancing family
relationship because during the day, each of them has gone either to work
or to school. Thus, when they come back home after work or school, they
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come to the Kopi shop to eat, relax and talk about their day at work and
at school (Thira Lueang-akson, interviewed on December 6, 2015). For
people who want to know about situations in the province, organizations,
or others in Trang, they can come to the Kopi coffee shops because Kopi
shops are spaces that reflect social condition and the way of life. Kopi
coffee shops can be compared to resort homes on the road where family
members can sit together and talk intimately to each other. If they did not
come to eat out at the Kopi shop, they probably would not have eaten or
talked together like this.

3. KOPI COFFEE SHOPS, SPACES FOR LOCAL CULTURE RELATIONSHIP

Kopi coffee shops in Trang are not only the space that is used for the
existence of food culture but also culture related to religion, beliefs,
customs and life of urbanists. When going in Kopi Coffee Shop A and
Kopi Coffee Shop B which have been well-known for a long time among
Trang locals, and which are located in the town center on a street where
important government organizations are located, we can see not only
menus and many pictures of dishes and of other things arranged on the wall
according to the design of each shop but we can also see announcement
posters inviting the public to make merit in Thot Kathin or Thot Pha Pa
or to donate for construction of facilities to support Buddhist temples in
Trang and its neighboring provinces. Customers who know the owners
of the shops also place their Kathin trees in the shops inviting other
customers to make merit by donating to the Kathin hanging banknotes
on the Kathin tree. The shop owners and their employees sometimes
invite customers to do so and mostly for temples in Trang City (Dap,
interviewed on December 5, 2014). This indicates the use of the space
of the Kopi coffee shop for cultural relationship of Trang locals which is
mostly related to their way of life, especially in inviting others to jointly
make merit to support religion and strengthening Buddhism, the religion
of most people in Trang. In addition, they invite people to participate in
celebrations of anniversaries of shrines or “Rong Phra” for which ritual
details are given in announcement posters. This is another outstanding
culture among Thai Chinese participated by a large number of people,
especially large and old shrines like San Chao Kew Ong Ea and San Chao
Pho Muen Ram. Announcement posters are posted where they are easily
seen including in Kopi coffee shops to spread the news to followers who
live near and far as well as anyone interested in it.

Furthermore, another interesting culture among Trang locals often talked
about by outsiders and the media is funeral announcement posters. When
someone in the community dies, his or her relatives make announcement
posters with details and a photo of the deceased, a name list of his or her
relatives, children and grandchildren, where the funeral is and when the
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cremation will be. This is for people who know the deceased or his or her
relatives to know and participate in the funeral, pay the last respects to the
deceased and to express their condolences to the relatives. Thus, a funeral
is also a place where people who have not met after they have gone to work
in other places meet and they can also help spread the news to others who
have not known about the death (Uncle Dam, interviewed on December 6,
2015). It is a culture that helps create community relationships through
the spaces of Kopi coffee shops which spread news about a person in the
community so that people can participate in paying their last respects to
the dead person. It can be said that it is a social process in which people
not only live together meet, contact, communicate, help, and depend
on each other in one way of another but also express their attachments
when one of them passes away. When people participate in a funeral, it is
regarded by Trang locals that they not only morn over the person’ death
but also honor the dead person and express their sincerity to the dead
person’s relatives. These reflect the importance given to relationships
among Trang locals.

Kopi coffee shops, therefore, have become an important space for Trang
locals in creating relationships among people in the community and
in tightening relationships, enhancing unity through various types of
activities formally and informally incorporated with local culture, beliefs,
communication and characters of Trang locals. It is not surprising why
Kopi coffee shops have been popular and have existed in Trang for a long
time.

Conclusion and discussion

As aresult of the research, findings can be concluded and discussed
as follows.

1. KOPI COFFEE SHOPS: RELATIONSHIPS THAT BRING ABOUT
CULTURAL MIXTURE

Culture is what society pays attention to through communication of
people in the community who pass it down to the next generation. Kopi
coffee shops in Trang City, even though from the outside, food culture of
Chinese immigrants who settled in Trang in the past is seen to have been
adopted and spread to many places, inside these Kopi coffee shops, local
food culture is seen through many types of local food that are available for
consumers to eat with coffee and other kinds of drink. In addition, with
modernization, more types of fast food dishes and drinks have been served
in Kopi coffee shops reflecting Western culture that comes along and has
gradually mixed up with local culture. This corresponds with the concept
of cultural mix in the age of communication when different cultures are
rapidly adopted (Sirirat Adsakun, 2014). This reflects adaptation of people
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in society when receiving data and information along with convenient
traveling and communication among people of different cultures. They
create relationships with data and information related to their ways of
life which eventually mix and make it difficult to clearly identify between
Jocal and adopted cultures because they have become so similar.

2. KOPI COFFEE SHOPS: RELATIONSHIPS THAT BRING ABOUT
CULTURAL COMMUNICATION

Trang locals use the space of Kopi coffee shops for direct and indirect
communication. Direct communication is communication in which verbal
language is used in talking and conversations in Kopi coffee shops, and
indirect communication is communication in which non-verbal language
and things around the Kopi shops are used as well as body language such
as manners, gestures, facial and eye expressions, announcement posters
to which Trang locals have given meanings and perceived through signs
and symbols for communication in the community. This corresponds with
the semiology theory (Saussure, 1959) which states that everything in the
environment can convey meanings including humans themselves (Chairat
Charoensin-o-lan, 2002). Trang locals use these forms of communication
to create relationships among people in society. Therefore, Kopi coffee
shops are not only restaurants that are outstanding in terms of local
foods but also important in terms of being the space supporting cultural
communication for Trang locals in religion and belief, especially among
Thai Chinese’ funeral culture, for example. Even though importance of
some forms of communication has been reduced by modern media,
Kopi coffee shops are not forgotten that they are spaces for important
communication among Trang locals.

3. KOPI COFFEE SHOPS: RELATIONSHIPS THAT BRING ABOUT
COMMUNITY CULTURE

Each Kopi coffee shop in Trang City is different in terms of environmental
context, foods, drinks and services that its owner tries to offer with new
exotic features to make it outstanding to attract customers. However,
all of the Kopi coffee shops have one thing in common, that is a space
for Trang locals to create or to enhance their relationships through
communication in various forms that emphasize importance of Kopi
coffee shops to people in Trang community that has never faded away
from Trang Province. Besides outstanding food culture, Kopi coffee
shops reflect community culture among Trang locals in their way of life,
belief and character. Kopi coffee shops can, therefore, be regarded as
the space for cultural community relationships. Even though Trang has
been continuously urbanized and expanded, small spaces in Kopi coffee
shops have tremendously empowered and strengthened the community.

b
et
w

121



122

Innovations in Humanities and Social Sciences: Opportunities and Challenges

Among adaptations in the way of life and occupation to modernization,
the cultural space that helps connect relationships in the community
remains intact which is in agreement with Parsons’ social evolution (1951
in Phatcharin Sirasunthon, 2013). Culture is regarded as connecting
people in society, and creating certain common attitudes, personalities
and character traits among them. It can be said that Kopi coffee shops are
means of communication and inheritance of cultural relationship of Trang
locals amidst continuous social change. This corresponds with Sirirat
Adsakun’s modernization theory (2014) that even though culture can
change through time influenced by external and internal social change,
how much change takes place depends on the strength of that community.
This is because even though modernization facilitates communication,
and receiving of information causing behavioral adaptation to being
individuality without interest in or adherence to surrounding society
(Orasri Ngamwitthayaphong, 2006), strong relationships and cultural
culture can help Trang locals to maintain their personalities and enhance
participation in developing, solving problems, and seeking prevention for
social problems in their community.

RECOMMENDATIONS
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESEARCH IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

For studies to promote community development, it is recommended as
follows.

Policy making organizations should consider making policies that
correspond with urban changes by using the strong points of the Kopi
drinking culture which is the space of communication and creation of
social networks in designing social activities or supporting strength of
the local community. In addition, organizations related to local art and
culture could utilize the research results in conducting studies in food
culture to gather more data about Trang local foods.

Development promoting organizations in the area should consider
development for personnel involved in tourism in Trang to enhance their
potential to support cultural tourism, and to develop personnel involved
in public relations to have more culture of Trang locals. These two groups
of personnel can be means of transferring the cultural charm of Trang to
tourists to bring in more revenue and to support Trang cultural tourism
development.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE COMMUNITY

Regarding community development and community management,
community participation should be encouraged in solving problems
for people in the community, and potential of people in the community
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should be developed to prepare them for urban expansion, and activities
should be organized for people in the new generation who have become
more individualized to enhance their relationships with others in society.

Regarding business quality development, Kopi coffee shop business
should be encouraged to keep up and improve quality in cleanliness and
hygiene of employees for quality of foods and drinks in the shops.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

~ Data and results found in this study can be used in studies related to food
. culture affecting relationships of people in society, to strengthening the
community, and to organizing activities for community unity promotion.
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Kopi Coffee Shops: Political Interaction Spaces for Trang Locals

Poranee Yeetin®”" and Jureerat Buakaew?

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to explore through Kopi coffee shops social
interactions relating to political communication among urban residents of Trang
Province. The data of this qualitative research were collected through in-depth
interviews with patrons, employees and owners of Kopi coffee shops, and through
non-participant observations.

The results of the study revealed that Kopi coffee shops are important
communication spaces for people in the community. They support social activities to
help people in the community by being the space for fighting with economic,
political, and changing social powers, the space for political communication through
social symbols, and the center for transferring news and information. In addition,
during elections, they are not only campaigning centers for election candidates and
canvassers but also spaces for local people involved in politics to build relationships
even though political gatherings in public have not been allowed by the National
Council for Peace and Order since 2014 until the present, 2015. Nevertheless, Kopi
coffee shops are still involved in self-building in terms of thought and negotiations
with other powers in society. Therefore, Kopi coffee shops can be claimed as part of
community power that negotiates with powers around the community through
communication and social networks of Trang locals.

Keywords: social interaction, political communication space, Kopi coffee shop,
culture, power
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Introduction

Human beings are social animals that live together and communicate using
language, body movements and symbols. They also have interactions through
language that is considered an outstanding feature of each society because each area is
different physically or geographically and has different language, culture, tradition
and living condition, and language is important for social interactions among humans
which can be classified into many aspects such as economic and political aspects. In
the political aspect, language enables humans to do many activities together as it is
said “Politics is questioning about something which exists and makes it a problem or
causes it to become a problem leading to an argument (Charoensin-olan, 2008)”.
Thus, politics is around us. In Thai society, in addition to public or government
places related to administration, Kopi coffee shops known among Southerners as
“Ran Kopi” are another type of place where people in the community meet to
exchange opinions, discuss, communicate or have interactions concerning politics.

“Ran Kopi” refers to any coffee shop with a local and traditional atmosphere
where tea and coffee are sold. It is a place where people exchange opinions,
information, and have social interactions. Particularly, in Trang, Kopi coffee shops
originated since the time when Trang was an important trading town on the world sea
routes map as a major seaport in this region (Ministry of Culture, 2011) connecting
the west and the east peninsulas resulting in trade and exchanges of cultures, which
have existed until nowadays. Even though physically the old wooden row houses have
been replaced by concrete ones, mentally, the important features and atmosphere of
interaction among people are still there. In the city of Mueang Trang itself, many
Kopi coffee shops are still open because people in the community still give
importance to this type of meeting place resulting in its popularity. When in Trang, in
any street at all, visitors can always see Kopi coffee shops open with patrons of all
ages and genders sitting at tables sipping tea or coffee and talking. The topics of their
conversations or interactions are mostly related to politics from local to national
politics. They use the spaces of Kopi coffee shops to have interactions directly and
indirectly. Therefore, this article aims to depict interactions on politics in Kopi coffee
shops among people in the community, especially politics where the country is
democratic and constitutional monarchy.

Objective
To investigate political interactions in spaces of Kopi coffee shops in

Mueang District of Trang Province

Research question
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What are political interactions in Kopi coffee shops in Mueang District of
Trang Province like?



129

Research method

The study on Kopi Coffee Shops: Spaces for politic interactions among
people of Trang Province in the local administrative area of Trang City Municipality,
Mueang District, Trang Province is qualitative research which is designed as follows:

Study area selection

The study area is in Trang City Municipality, Mueang District, Trang
Province where social interactions are outstanding and diverse; people are interested
in and give importance to politics at the local and national levels. A primary survey
was conducted using a questionnaire asking local people about Kopi coffee shops that
they thought were popular in the Trang City Municipal area were. The target group
was selected using purposive sampling criteria. The survey was conducted to select
Kopi coffee shops that were outstanding in being a place where people had social
interactions, in the commercial area of the city, in an important street where people
passing through to other districts or to important places in Trang Province. Three
Kopi coffee shops were selected: A Kopi Coffee Shop, B Kopi Coffee Shop, and C
Kopi Coffee Shop. All of them are located in a commercial area which is also a
residential area, and are conveniently accessible for people in the community. These
three Kopi coffee shops with different ages were selected to obtain different
viewpoints of political interactions of Trang locals from the past to the present.

Informants

Informants in the spaces of Kopi coffee shops in the Trang Municipality,
Mueang District, Trang Province were divided into two groups. One was a group of
patrons coming to have food in the shops, and the other was a group of employees and
owners of the shops. The informants in the first group were for the researchers to
explore their political interactions in the space of the shop which was the stage in the
community they use for talking together. The informants in the second group were
for the researchers to obtain further data and wider viewpoints related to political
interactions in the Kopi coffee shop context.

Data collection

Data were collected through non-participant observations of patrons
behaviors in the Kopi coffee shops during the current situation, and through in-depth
interviews with employees and Kopi coffee shop owners to obtain viewpoints of
political interactions in the space of the Kopi coffee shops before and during the
period when political activities were restricted, to obtain the overall political
viewpoints and to obtain complete data for further analysis.



130

In order to obtain data and study results to meet the objective of the study,
qualitative research was employed and data were collected using different instruments
as follows.

1. Data were collected from sources including related documents and study
reports as well as related theories from the National Library of Thailand, Khunying
Long Athakravisunthorn Learning Resources Center, and the Internet. The secondary
data collected from these sources were used to determine the scope of the study.

2. Guidelines for interviews were drawn up from analysis, synthesis, and
review of related literature.

3. Field data were collected through interviews with two groups of
informants to cover the objective of the research.

Research instruments-Questions for interviews were written and divided into
two sets as follows.

Set 1 The contents of the questions for the two groups of informants are
about their viewpoints on political activities in the spaces of the Kopi coffee shops
before restrictions of political activities were imposed.

Set 2 The contents of the questions for the two groups of informants are
about their viewpoints on types of activities, and political symbols at the national and
local levels in the spaces of the Kopi coffee shops during the time when restrictions of
political activities are imposed.

Data analysis

1. Data collected from documents, interviews, and non-participant
observations were selected, categorized according to study issues, arranged according
to their relationships, and classified according to the objective that had been set.

2. The data were processed, analyzed and classified according to the
objective of the study which was investigation of social interactions particularly
political interactions in the spaces of Kopi coffee shops in two periods. 1) The period
before the restrictions of political activities were imposed when there was a change in
government in 2014, and 2) the period during which the restrictions of political
activities were imposed in 2014. Then all the data were interpreted and concluded
using descriptive analysis, and written as a complete research report.

Study results

The context of the Kopi coffee shop

It can be said that Kopi coffee shops can be found in every Soi or lane in
Mueang District of Trang Province. Three Kopi coffee shops in Mueang District of
Trang Province selected for the study were located in a commercial area along a street
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conveniently accessed, similarly decorated, housed in a contemporary cement
building, and with metal chairs easily moved and put away. This is because most
Kopi coffee shops put this kind of chair next to the footpath in front of the shops. Two
types of interior decoration are found inside these Kopi coffee shops: a retro Chinese
coffee shop style, and a contemporary style with three main areas: product-display
area for patrons to choose the products, food and drink making area, and waiting area
where patrons have their food and drink or wait for their food to take away. These
three areas are clearly separated but patrons can see the food production process or
food preparation. Most patrons have interactions in the Kopi coffee shops in the area
where they have food and where tables are set. Some shops also place coffee cups,
small bowls for dumpling sauces, spoons, forks, other table utensils, and different
kinds of drink together. Kopi coffee shops B and C have their shop signs for patrons
to remember the name of the shops but Kopi coffee shop A does not.  Nevertheless,
most patrons assign it names or symbols that are understood and used for
communication in their own groups. For example, it is called the Red Chairs Kopi
Shop by students because all the chairs in this shop are red while it is called Ko A
Kopi Shop by people in the neighborhood. “Ko” means brother, and the owner of the
shop’s name is A, and thus Ko A or Brother A is used to represent the name of the
shop, and for people in the group to remember and communicate among group
members.

Kopi coffee shops in Mueang District of Trang Province can be divided into
two groups according to their opening hours: morning and afternoon. There are only
a few differences between these two groups such as Kopi coffee shops that are open
in the afternoon do not sell Trang roasted pork like most of those open in the morning.
Such a difference is one of the choices that Trang locals use to decide which Kopi
coffee shop to go to.

Kopi coffee shops and Trang society

Kopi coffee shops in Mueang District of Trang Province not only sell local
food and drink but also are places where different groups of people meet. This can be
seen through patrons who mostly come in with another person or in groups with
relatives and family or friends.

y

“...I come for social reason mostly with friends or relatives...’
(Phakphum Kaewlai, interviewed on December 4, 2014)

Additionally, it was found that people in the community give importance to
socializing, and Kopi coffee shops are, thus, can be regarded as social spaces for
interactions among group members, and different groups have different criteria for
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choosing their Kopi coffee shops. For example, when they have relatives or friends
from another province visiting them, Trang locals will take their visitors to a Kopi
coffee shop, and if they want to have a Trang delicacy like roasted pork, they will go
to a shop that sells it (Kaewlai, interviewed on December 4, 2014). Tourists who
come with a tour company or by themselves can choose a Kopi coffee shop by asking
around or reading a guidebook that recommends where to have Trang roasted pork,
the Trang delicacy (B, not his real name, interviewed on December 4, 2014). For
locals, their choices of Kopi shops are not specific but rather made based mostly on
the locations, that is, whether they are near their homes or offices, and in a
commercial area. (Thira Lueang-akson, December 6, 2014)

“When we want to eat out, we just talk to each other to decide which shop to go on
that day; we don 't have any one particular shop in mind...”
(Phon Chindaphon, June 14, 2015)

Besides having food and drink, social interactions are made through the spaces
of Kopi coffee shops. Patrons spend time eating and talking to exchange opinions on
everyday life matters, news and information, and national and local politics.

Kopi coffee shops, spaces for political interactions

In the way of life among people in Trang Province, especially those in Trang
City Municipality or the community called “Thapthiang”, Kopi or coffee has been
sold for such a long time that Kopi coffee shops are a familiar sight for people in the
community. Every morning, people take their family and friends to have food and
drink in Kopi coffee shops.

“In the past, there were only a few shops open in the morning, not like
today. Mostly people came to eat and talk about news; some did not have a TV at
home so they came to Kopi shops to listen.”

(Khim Wongnoi, interviewed on December 5, 2014).

When people gather at the Kopi shop or coffee shop after they finish tapping
rubber trees or before going to work in the morning, they have roasted pork, steamed
dumplings, sipping tea or coffee and talk about various things in their daily life. They
talk about the economy, society, and politics. They often have interesting interactions
about social issues, particularly politics. Therefore, the gathering is simply called
“the Coffee Council” where people talk, criticize and exchange opinions on national
and local politics. During elections, there are campaign posters large and smalls
posted inside and outside in front of Kopi coffee shops. Election candidates walk in
to campaign and distribute leaflets in the shop. An employee of A Kopi Coffee Shop
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said that when there are elections, canvassers come to the shop and ask for permission
to post campaign posters for their parties, and all the parties running in the elections
are allowed to do so; no one particular party is given special favor. This is to prevent
patrons’ feeling uneasy and misunderstanding that the shop owner is a canvasser for a
particular party.

“...Campaign posters of any party can be posted in our shop; when we allow one
party, then we allow all parties..."”
(Bee (not his real name), interviewed on December 4, 2014).

In addition to posting campaign posters and distributing leaflets in Kopi
coffee shops, canvassers introduce candidates and their policies. Most canvassers are
well known in the community, and they come to eat and drink in the Kopi shop and
speak to patrons in the shop about policy, and persuade them to decide and vote for
the candidate of their party. (Dap (not his real name), interviewed on December 4,
2014).

It was also found that Kopi coffee shops are get-together places for people
with local administrative power. They come to have meals with their colleagues or
members or canvassers of their party; so they meet in a place which is open and can
be seen by people in the community (Dap (not his real name), interviewed on
December 4, 2014). This is to create an image that it is easy to access and to build
relationships between people in the community and members of local political
organizations.

As a result of the announcement of the National Council for Peace and Order
on prohibition of political assembling, when asked about political activities in Kopi
coffee shops, owners of the Kopi coffee shops and their employees said that patrons
talk less about political issues, and when they do, they talk more about news and new
information than criticize political administration of the government (Dap (not his real
name), interviewed on December 4, 2014).

Nevertheless, it was found that there are still a few activities related to local
politics. For example, there was a group of administrators coming to the Kopi shop in
a van of a Tambon Administration Organization for dinner. It looked like they came
to have dinner together after work; there were two to three subordinates choosing
dishes from the menu and took care of everyone in the group during the meal. It can
be seen that Kopi coffee shops are not only used as a place for criticizing politically
and holding political related activities but also sometimes for political interactions
among people with administrative power.

Kopi coffee shops, spaces for power negotiations
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Kopi coffee shops or the “Coffee Council”, the space for political
communications of Trang locals have existed for a long time, and they have changed
over time according to the social context. However, relationships of people in the
community through the use of Kopi coffee shops can still be seen just the same as it
used to be in the past and in the history of Trang.

“As I remember, there were Kopi coffee shops in Thapthiang since I was
born and even when my father and grandfather were born. At that time there were no
newspapers and no televisions to watch or listen to news. If we had questions and did
not know whom fo ask, we could just go to ask people at the Kopi shop.”

(Khao Phetsi, interviewed on June 14, 2015)

Furthermore, documentary data on history revealed that Trang was an
important seaport in the past, and many travelers came to this seaport including
Chinese who brought with them a culture of drinking coffee which has been
integrated with local culture and the space of Kopi coffee shop has been used for
communications until Tambon Thapthiang or Thapthiang sub-district has grown into
Trang town. The symbols appearing in the space of Kopi coffee shop have become
clearer as can be seen from posters announcing funerals posted in the Kopi shop.
Funeral posters are posted in Kopi coffee shops because the deceased’s relatives want
to dispatch the news to relatives and friends who live far away so that they can attend
the funeral at the place and on the date written on the posters. It can be said that this
is a way Chinese, who have come to settle in Trang and have become Thai Chinese,
express their identity through a sign that reflects relationships in the community, and
express their power in the social space through the space of the Kopi coffee shop.



135

Conclusion and discussion

Kopi coffee shops, spaces for communication in the community

The Kopi coffee shop has been a space in the way of life among Trang locals
from the past to the present even though time has changed and along with it the Kopi
coffee shop has changed to be in accordance with the situation and society.
Nevertheless, culturally, the eating culture, especially that takes place in the Kopi
coffee shop remains the space for communication, information, and relationships
among relatives and people in the community. This can be seen from people’s access
to the Kopi coffee shop to talk and share information. Sometimes owners of Kopi
coffee shops act as centers for information and communicate it directly and indirectly.
For example, they introduce their patrons to each other, and they write news and
information on bulletin boards in their shops so that patrons can read it. This
corresponds with a study by Sangkharat (2014) that it is natural for humans who live
together in society to be interdependent through doing various types of activity
together even though they are different in their culture. Activities they do together
stimulate their interactions leading to strengthening and development of the
community.

Interactions using the space in the Kopi shop as a medium sending
information to members in the society concerning daily living and relationships of
people in the community suggest that Trang locals use the strength of the Kopi coffee
shop in being the space of communication for members of society to strengthen their
local community along with economic and social development conducted by the state
sector. Such strengths can enhance relationships among people through development
of and solving problems of the community together which provide them with
opportunities to have participation in improving their community leading to the love
for the community among new generations and the strength of local relationships with
sustainability.

Kopi coffee shop, a social space for urban residents

Kopi coffee shops can be regarded as a culture of Chinese immigrants who
settled in Trang and brought with them their eating culture which was popular among
travelers and traders who stopped by in Trang. When more Chinese settled down in
Thapthiang, Kopi coffee shops became their meeting places where they exchange
news and information, communicate, and build relationships. Furthermore, Kopi
coffee shops are used in social networking and negotiating such as gathering to jointly
protest against work of state and private organizations, and gathering to campaign for
social activities. According to Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Center
(2012), relationships among people in the community through the space of Kopi
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coffee shops in Khuan Don of Satun Province led to people getting together to do
social activities to support Kopi in entering the economic system as household
industry and it has changed the community culture. However, Kopi still ties
relationships of people in the community through cooperation in bringing income to
the community. This research looks at culture that provides trade opportunities which
show sign value of Kopi, a Chinese culture through value that affects attitude of
people in the community. The culture, moreover, makes Kopi shops social spaces for
building negotiation power in the economic situation for living as time changes
which, at the same time, affects the changing social context. Regarding Kopi coffee
shops in Trang, they are located in an urban society that is historically with mixed
Thai and Chinese social and cultural contexts. Personalities and characteristics of
Trang locals stem from the past when they had to cope with poverty from the
economic situation during the war that forced them to make a decision to migrate to
Thailand where they had to cope with the Thai state power requiring them to change
their nationality from Chinese to Thai when Field Marshall Plaek Phibunsongkram
was prime minister. This resulted in overseas Chinese and Thai Chinese trying to
maintain their culture and express their identity, and enabling them to be determined
in negotiating with powers in society (Phongphaibun, Wutthiphanit, and Chinnakan,
1997). The Thai Chinese characteristics mixed with traditional characteristics of
Trang natives who were interdependent together with their interactions with travelers
have made Trang into a network community (Natsupha & Lertwicha, 1998) to do
trading in agricultural produce and other trades. As a result, there have been receiving
and transferring of cultures from outside since the past when Trang was open for
information and interactions from outside and inside the community because one of
outstanding characteristics of the community is “fear nothing” (Natsupha &
Lertwicha, 1998; Chitnirat, 2007). Moreover, their other characteristics including
loving group members, recognizing smart people, and being straight forward support
their opportunities in having interactions with outsiders who come into contact with
them, and to settle in Trang (Phongphaibun, 2001). These have given Trang locals
attributes of never fear anything, determined to speak up and do things they are
interested in and think that they are right which have made Trang an urban society
that is open in terms of communication and is open for opinions. Therefore, the space
of the Kopi coffee shop has played an important role as a communication space from
the past to the present. Kopi coffee shops play an important role in the way of life and
in how Trang locals’ characteristics have been formed through Kopi consuming
culture from generation to generation. Thus, they support and give importance to
communication from inside and outside the community that can still be seen through
the eating culture in the space of the Kopi coffee shop, the social space and the culture
transferring space of Trang locals.
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Kopi coffee shops, spaces for political interactions

Political interactions use the space of the Kopi coffee shop not only for
national and local political criticism but also for holding activities that support politics
such as introducing political candidates, speaking about political parties, distributing
news and information about elections by posting posters and distributing leaflets
about election candidates. Employees of Kopi coffee shops said that during elections
including national, provincial and local ones, the spaces of the shops are used as one
of campaign sites by candidates, their parties or their canvassers directly and
indirectly. Moreover, spaces of Kopi coffee shops are used for social interactions by
people from all walks of life from locals of the community to people with political
power. The results of this research, especially social issues are discussed as follows.

The study on political interactions in spaces of Kopi coffee shops found that
Kopi coffee shops are spaces for political interactions among people in the
community as can be seen through communication they make in their local dialect,
election campaign posters posted by the public sector to invite people to cast their
votes, and by candidates to persuade people to vote for them. Thus, these are ways
that Kopi shop spaces are used in transferring national as well as local political
information. The aforementioned findings show that Kopi coffee shops in Mueang
District of Trang Province are one of the spaces for social interactions, particularly
political interactions among people in the community. It can be said that Kopi coffee
shops are places where people criticize politics and exchange political opinions and
information. This is in agreement with what is usually seen in Kopi coffee shops
where importance is given to important persons who come in to have their meals,
particularly during elections when there are constantly political activities going on in
the spaces of Kopi coffee shops concerning election campaign, criticisms of policy,
and support for candidates. According to Muenho (2013), the spaces are the stage for
showing social negotiation power because people can use the spaces in Kopi coffee
shops as a medium for criticism and exchange of political opinions at the same time
as for making their own space and power by making social interactions there. Thus,
Kopi coffee shops can be compared to their political speakers speaking for those who
have no administrative and political power in the community, and this changes the
meaning of the Kopi coffee shop spaces from being a place for trading, eating culture,
and a place representing a way of life to being a place for political negotiations.
Hence, the meaning of the Kopi coffee shop has changed according to its context of
situation.

Nonetheless, this study found that political interactions of people in Kopi
coffee shops do not need to be with the same beliefs or opinions because canvassers
or people in the community have their own preferences. Therefore, interactions in
Kopi coffee shops do not have to always be in agreement, and this tends to be
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contrary to Surasit (2010) who states that interactions of groups in society are easier
made if they have similar beliefs, and when groups have interactions in matters that
can be linked, they will understand the similar matters as well as different ones.

Kopi coffee shops, spaces for social negotiation power

Trang Kopi coffee shops are spaces for building social power base of Trang
locals, especially Thai Chinese descendants who had settled down in the area of
where Tambon Thapthiang is now located before native people who came here after
Trang town was moved from Tambon Kantang. Trang Kopi coffee shops are
important for communication among groups of people, especially Thai Chinese, in the
beginning, who used the spaces for posting news and information for communication.
People in society have jointly designed symbols for their communications to
eventually have a type of funeral announcement poster informing their group
members to know and attend the funeral according to the date and time appearing in
the poster. This is one way of expressing self among Thai Chinese in Trang. In
addition, it shows networks of the groups through posters showing the family tree of
the deceased. It is also an invitation to network members to attend the funeral. The
spaces where posters are posted become public spaces where the posters are easily
seen by people who go there to eat almost every day. Thus, the spaces in Kopi coffee
shops are seen more easily than those in temples and municipal bulletin boards.
Therefore, the spaces of Trang Kopi coffee shops are power negotiation spaces of the
community which corresponds with Foucault’s concept that power is everywhere and
everyone can build power depending on the context that supports the person or the
group; power does not refer to oppression or obsession but to stimulation and
creativeness (Foucault in Tosakun, 2005). Here, Kopi coffee shops are spaces where
Trang locals build power, stimulate relationships, and create social networks to
support the way of life in society. Thus, power is not only to identify and limit rights
but also to create self or social groups in creating or strengthening the way of life
through cooperation in solving problems in society (Phuanghat, 2005). Humans are
social animals who want to be part of a group, member of society, to have ties and to
be accepted through interactions with others. According to Maslow (1954), in
addition to the need of being accepted, being in a group helps strengthening the group
in operating the way it wants in order to achieve its objectives which is the space to
build power, to create social networks, to build energy and to express self in society.
It is power that reflects through behavior of members of society, opinions of people in
the community in negotiating, building, and showing self socially; through
negotiating in the economic system, political system, and through building
community power and social networks of people in the community.
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Therefore, Trang Kopi coffee shops are more than restaurants and coffee
shops or places where people socialize with others because activities in the Kopi
coffee shops, relationships of people, and the historical and cultural contexts in the
community reveal networking of power in the community to show self and to find
opportunity to negotiate power in society. Nowadays Trang Kopi coffee shops are
made discourses of Trang food culture by groups of power through media in social
communication. This phenomenon prompts Trang locals to realize and give value to
Kopi coffee shops, and the meaning they give to Kopi coffee shop is spaces for
political interactions and power negotiations.

Recommendations

Studies should be conducted on social interactions in other aspects in Kopi
coffee shops in order to provide understanding of social interactions in the spaces of
Kopi coffee shops in all aspects, and better understanding of the Kopi drinking culture
of people in the community.
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