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Way of Life and The River: A Case Study in Loy Phae Sado Khrao
(Floating away Bad Fortune) in Takhria Subdistrict, Ranot'District, Songkhla Province
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(n1¥199ng1¥) Way of Life and The River : A Case study in Loy Phae Sado
Khrao (Floating away Bad Fortune) in Takhia Subdistrict, Ranot District,

Songkhla Province.
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UNANEBATWIDING
This qualitative research aimed to explore the way of life of Takhria locals that
is tied up with streams through the tradition of Launching a raft to expel misfortune in

Takhria Sub-district, Ranot District, Songkhla Province. It was found that in the past,



Takhria locals lived next to rivers, canals, and Songkhla Lake. Thus, agriculture was the
main occupation for most people, in particular, rice farming and fishing, the
occupations that mainly depended on nature. The way of life was tied up with the
stream and with a belief that occupational success depended on the Goddess of
Water, the Goddess of Earth, guardian spirits and ancestral spirits who could make
land fertile. This is the reason why Takhria locals hold the tradition of Launching a raft
to expel misfortune to thank the Goddess of Earth, guardian spirits and ancestral spirits
and to apologize the Goddess of Water because they use water for consumption which
makes water dirty. Moreover, launching a raft is to float away sufferings and

misfortune.
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Beliefs in the Tradition of “Song Phao” Takhria Sub-district, Ranot District,
Songkhla Province

Jureerat Buakaew?

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate beliefs in the tradition of “Song
Phao” in Takhria Sub-district, Ranot District, Songkhla Province, Thailand. The data of
this qualitative study were collected through in-depth interviews with knowledgeable
persons, the elderly and working-age people in Takhria Sub-district. It was found that
Takhria locals believe their life can go smoothly because sacred and supernatural
beings, particularly, the Goddess of Water and the Goddess of Earth make their crops
fertile. This belief is due to the fact that most Takhria locals are agriculturists who do
rice farming and native fishing which naturally have to depend on water and soil.
Likewise, guardian spirits and ancestral spirits are believed to protect Takhria locals and
provide them with well-being without illnesses and harmful happenings. Therefore,
Takhria locals hold the tradition of “Song Phao” every year to thank these sacred

goddesses and spirits and to float away sufferings and misfortune.
Keywords: Beliefs, “Song Phao” , Takhria
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The way of Life and the Stream in the Tradition of “Song Phao”

Jureerat Buakaew”

Abstract
This gualitative research aimed to explore the way of life of Takhria locals that is tied up
with streams through the tradition of “Song Phao” in Takhria Sub-district, Ranot District, Songkhla
Province. It was found that in the past, Takhria locals lived next to rivers, canals, and Songkhla
Lake. Thus, agriculture was the main occupation for most people, in particular, rice farming and
fishing, the occupations that mainly depended on nature. The way of life was tied up with the
stream and with a belief that occupational success depended on the Goddess of Water who could
make land fertile. This is the reason why Takhria locals hold the tradition of “Song Phao”, to thank
and to apologize the Goddess of Water because they use water for consumption which makes

water dirty. Moreover, launching a raft is to float away sufferings and misfortune.

Keywords: The way of life, the stream, Song Phao
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