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Drinking behaviors and the opinions of passengers and
stakeholders on alcohol selling, in free and non-free ticket-holding

trains of the Southern, Northern and North-eastern lines, Thailand
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Abstract

National Policy for decreasing alcohol problem in Thailand was zoning of alcohol selling but it
was not include the area of trains and platforms. This research was qualitative and quantitative study,
and aimed to : determine drinking behavior and the opinions of passengers and stakeholders on alcohol
selling, in free and non-free ticket-holding trains of the Southern, Northern and North-eastern lines,
Thailand. The subjects were 1) 551 passengers 2) 60 stakeholders such as government officer policy
makers, and travelling salesman. Data was collected by interviewing, observation and in depth interview.
Duration of study from October 2013 to May 2014. Results as follow: Most of passengers were women
and average age was 35 years. They travel by train because they want to safe their money, safe from
accident ,and there was free tickets for Thais. Each passenger who chose free ticket can safe their
money 250-350 Baht. Most of passengers expensed their money for food during their trip. They expensed
money average 190 baht per time. The comparison of expensed in free ticket an non free ticket was
significantly difference at p<0.05.

Alcohol selling on the train done by the travelling salesman and servants of train restaurant .
Some of the passenger with drinking behavior sold alcohol such as beer, liquor (40 degrees) from the 24
hours shop, vending shop at the platform.

Most of passenger bought alcohol from travelling salesman because it was cheap. The relative of
travelling salesman were official. The travelling salesman who sold alcohol was illegal. The beer sold
30-80 cans each trip. In 20 trips, there were 10 persons fall down and 2 death cases. The prevalence
was 50%. The Alcohol acts 2008 did not include alcohol selling on the train and platform. The opinions
of passengers that they need to omit alcohol selling on the train and platform because it would be major
cause of accident, unsafe for woman, and fighting on the train. Conclusion This research show that on
the train alcohol selling and drinking behavior was unlimited and it was risk for the other passengers.
Alcohol Acts should be revise by Policy makers and stakeholders.. Zoning of alcohol selling and alcohol

drinking should be include train and platform.
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