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Abstract

The study aimed to study economic and social characteristics of farmers who
grew banana, the adoption of recommended practices, associated problems, and
factors associated with the adaption of recommendations. A total number of 100 farmers
. in Tambol Thung Ka Wat, Amphoe Lamae, Changwat Chumphon were used as
samples. Personal interviews were used as a method of data collection

The findings revealed that all farmers grew fruit crops as major occupation and
banana production could be reguarded as minor occupation. Most used family iabour
for banana production. The average farm size for banana production was 8 rai.
Independent study and the access to the information from extension officer were
mentioned as sources of farm information. Most used sword suckers as the major
method of propagation. Water application was mostly depended upon rainfall. Most
used chemical fertifizer but a few used lime and mannure. For plant protection, most
used insect and plant disease control. Panama disease and stem borer were mostly
found. Timing of banana harvest was primarily based on observing external appearance.
Two persons were required fo cut down the banana trunk. A selection was undertaken
before processing and selling to local merchants.

This implies that the extension for bana production for export has achieved to
some extents. Associated problems should be deminished and use of recommended
practices should be more encouraged and intreduced to farmers.  This will provide a

better apportunity for export in the future.
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2.2. menagaudalszAnasann (Cronbach's alpha coefficient)
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