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Abstract

The standard of food éanitation of 20 foodshops in Prince of Songkla University
was examined using a standard food sanitation survey checklist was modified to assess
the percentage of sanitation items meeting the Department of Health standard. At each
foodshop, samples of 6 plates or bowls, 5 spoons and forks, and the hands of 1 or 2 food
handlers were swabbed for culture of coliform bacteria. Two samples of food were also
taken from each foodshop for culture. Bacterial tests were conducted according to the
protocol SI-2 Data on knowledgg, attitudes and practice regarding food sanitation were
obtained using a questionnaire-based inteview of all 113 food handlers working in the
foodshops and summarized as percentage scores and mean for each respondent,

The mean percentage standard‘of food sanitation items was 50.4%, The sewage and refuse
disposal subset of items had the lowest mean percentage score at 26.3%, '
Coliform bacteria were found in at least one food sample from 16 foodshops and a total
of 2 of the 40 food samples (85%). All 3 samples. of uncooked vegetables and 11 of 16
samples of fried food were contaminated. Contamination of utensils was found in 8 of 20
foodshops and contamination of food handlers' hands in 7 of the 38 food handlers
(184%). In 4 foodshops contamination was found in utensils, hands and food.

Mean percentage score of food sanitation knowledge was 70.2% (range 14 fo 20) with the
‘subset on utengils receiving the lowest mean score of 25.3%. Knowledge among males was
* slightly higher than that among females (P=0.02, t-test). Mean attitude score reflecting the
extent of concern about food sanitation i.s-sues-was 73,055 (range 57 to 75) with the subset
on animal disease vectors scoring the lowest at 41.1%. Mean correct practice score was
51.5% (range 8.8 to 17),- with practice concerning utensils scoring the lowest at 35.0%. Males
had a slightly better ﬁacﬁce than females (P=0.01, t-test). Practice score was correlated
with knowledge score (Pearson product moment correlation coefficient = 0.'12,‘P<0.0095).'
It is concluded that food sanitation issues which should be improved are refuse and
sewage dispbsa], knowledge and practice regarding utensils and concern over animal

disease vectors,
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