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Abstract

The research entitle, “Pyramid of religion, Power, Identity, and
Community: the Interrelation between Mahayana Buddhism and the Thais Chinese
People in Hadyai City ” has 4 main purposes of the studies which are as follows: 1) to
find out which sect of Mahayana Buddhism is the teachings in Hadyai city, 2) to trace
back to the root of Mahayana Buddhism in the city by studying the history of temples and
life stories of the late and present Lord abbots of 4 Chinese temples and one Anamnikaya
temple (Vietnamese sect of Thailand), 3) to investigate the interrelation between religion,
power, identity, and community focusing on the Chinese communities surrounding the
temples, 4) to find out how Mahayana Buddhism in this city adjusting itself (or its
teachings) in the face of changes in order to preserve Buddhist religion.

Mixed-methods were used to receive appropriate answers. Documentary
research was used to understand the background in philosophy, religion, and history of
Overseas Chinese in South East Asia, Mahayana Buddhist Sutras and commentary. Field
research was used to get first hand information in areas surrounding the 4 Chinese
temples and the Anamnikaya temple in the Hadyai municipality. Survey research was
also made to investigate the root of the Chinese temples in Hadyai city believed to have
connection with the temples of the same dhamma sect in Penang and Ipor, Malaysia.
Study tours were made to several Chinese temples and Anamnikaya temples in Bangkok
as well as those in other provinces of Thailand contributed a lot of information and
understanding. Furthermore, 4 types of semi-structure questionnaires were designed and
used in interviews. Observation techniques with and without participation, mapping,
photographing, interviewing with questionnaires and deep interviewing were performed.
Group study methods were conducted with specific group of samples and non-specific
group of samples.

The samples of specific group chosen for interview were from key persons
such as abbots of the Chinese and Anamnikaya temples in Hadyai and other cities
including Bangkok. Buddhist nuns, scholars, officials of Mahapanya Viddayalai and
Thawarnvararam Dhamma School, vegetarian restaurants owners, and owners of
religious materials shops, Chinese shrines care takers and Chinese Associations’ officials
were also selected. The non-specific samples for interview were selected from willing
and mature persons who joined religious functions as well as other people in related
communities. Semi-structured questionnaires were used with this group. To help make
this research a well-rounded one | borrowed the style and approach of Cultural
Anthropological methods in conducting field research. Deductive and Inductive
reasoning were used to analyze data. Discourse analysis and descriptive narration were
the written style of this research report and answering the objectives of the research work.

The result of the studies answered the 4 questions as follows:

1) The Chinese and Anamnikaya temples in Hadyai City, considered from
the poems attached to the walls and the pillars of their temples, had been the teachings in
the Pure Land sect with some grain of Chan sect. The late abbots of each temple studied
Buddhism in their own specific emphases making it difficult to conclude what were their
common teachings. However, it was found that Hiyian Fazi, a former Abbot of



Lianhuaogau temple, followed the Chan sect in his practice. And every Abbots of the
temple had high respect for the famous Chan master, “Wei Lang.” Ongpojanakorn, an
abbot of Thawornvararam temple, was interested in Vajarayana sect. He went to study in
Tibet for a period of time but did not teach what he learned to anyone. However,
Kristigarbha Sutras and Vajarayana Sutras were found to be preached in
Thawornvararam temple. The present abbots of Churchang temple and Thawornvararam
temple were famous for performing religious ceremonies connected to spirit and the
death. The answer in detail is in Chapter 4.

2) Mahayana Buddhism in the Hadyai city could be traced back to three
roots. The first root came from Penang and Ipor in Malaysia. Three temples with the
same lineage of dhamma sect from Malaysia were Lianhuaogau temple,
KwanimgewZiaum temple, and Rusmerongrode temple. The first two temples started
spreading Mahayana teachings in the city 91 years ago and the last one was about 70
years ago. The second root came from the Chinese sect of Thailand in Bangkok, started
82 year ago. And the third root came from the Anamnikaya sect of Thailand, started more
than 50 years ago. The names and life stories of the late Abbots of each temple could be
found in chapter 4. Interestingly, Rusmerongrode temple was the only temple among
Mahayana temples within the city which had a belief in pure Mahayana Buddhism.

3) The answer to the third question of this research was divided into three

respects. 1. There were various kinds of interrelation found among the four basic
elements of unity, i.e. religion, power, identity, and community, in Hadyai city. This was
the result of the analysis of information collected from interviewing people in the studied
areas, data analysis from the semi questionairs, and dept interview with the key persons.
Detailed answers could be found in chapter 5 of this study. 2. The interrelation could
also be seen from the buildings related to Chinese religion in Hadyai city. These
buildings were built in local style of Chinese architecture. Anamnikaya buildings in the
city were also built in the integration styles of Vietnamese and Chinese architectures.
These basic construction and renovation projects were eagerly supported by the
community through fund raisings. Religious ceremonies held by the temples were well-
attended by the Thai and Thai-Chinese people in surrounding areas. They formed a strong
community fully conscious of their common interest, especially in religious matters.
Their attitudes towards the Chinese temples and Anamnikaya temple, after careful
evaluation, were found to be more positive than negative. However, people asked for
more of modern activities and application of religious beliefs. 3. The strength of the
Thai-Chinese community in Hadyai City was built in the context of Chinese beliefs and
tradition intermingled with Mahayana Buddhism. The ‘religion’ in our four key words,
therefore, was not the Mahayana Buddhism, but in fact the Chinese religion. Each of the
four elements, i.e. religion, power, identity, and community, was important in itself. But
together they formed a collective whole, being supportive to each other. The root cause of
the interrelation was the collective virtues shared among the Thai-Chinese people in the
Hadyai City. Thus, Chinese religion and chinese tradition had a more basic role in this
interrelationship.

4) How Mahayana Buddhism adjusted itself in the face of changes in order
to preserve Buddhist religion? It was found that Mahayana Buddhism had done well
through giving education to the community. For example, Thawornvararam temple
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started Mahapanya Vidayalai and Dharma school for monks and novices to have an
education in Buddhism. These institutions also produced scholars in this field.
Besides, meditation classes and dharma lectures were also given to members of the
community. While the Chinese temples kept performing regular religious ceremonies and
social welfare activities. These could prevent religious dimension from disappearing from
the society. Younger members of the community were found to help keep the religion
alive. They eagerly joined in religious ceremonies, especially the hungry ghost festival.
In addition, the strength of Overseas Chinese people in the past was very important in the
development of the Hadyai city. And it had been proving that group unity had strong
power for negotiation and it could pave the way for peace among other ethnic groups.
Therefore, descendants of the Overseas Chinese had duty to maintain whatever their
ancestors had left for them to the benefit of society as a whole.

To conclude, Chinese religion combined with Chinese tradition had
contributed deeply in the interrelation among the Thai-Chinese people in Hadyai City.
Chinese religion would also have an inevitable role in the preservation of Chinese
identities and promoting the strength of community.
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