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ABSTRACT

The purpose is to study the village public health volunteers’
awareness on the risks and the handling policy of climate change in the area of
Wiangsra District, Suratthani Province. The sampling group was 300 village public
health volunteers who were selected through the stratified sampling method.
The data collection was from a questionnaire while 30 volunteers were selected
for an in-depth interview using a style of the focus group.

The findings show that most sampling group members acknowledge
the information on the climate change from televisions, neighbors and relatives with
the percentage of 17.33, 11.67 and 11.33 respectively, in which they think these are
the best source of information. Most or 37.70% of the sampling eroup members
finished the primary education and their experience in the participation of an
environmental activity is at a high level of 45.70%. The landscape of Wiangsra District
is a high land, low land, and mountains with several rivers and canals flowing
through. These characters lead to a risk of a disaster occurrence. The report, from
2008 to 2014, shows that there were 111 disasters. Upon the evaluation on the risk
assessment matrix to sequence from the most devastated disaster, it is found that
storm is the highest risk, flood is a medium risk while drought and forest fire are the
low risk. It is also found that Bansong Sub-district stands the highest risk for the
disaster, respectively followed by Wiangsra Sub-District, Klongchanuan Sub-district,
Tungluang Sub-district, and KhaoNipan Sub-district. The effect on the disaster can be
categorized as (1) economic aspect: most or 68% of the villagers are farmers and the
outstanding economical plantations are rubber, palm-oil, various crops such as
rambutans, mangosteens, durians, longons etc. that with the occurrence of the
disaster, these plantations degrade with the possibility of epidemic, crop production
degradation, lesser quantity as well as the nutrition insecurity, simultaneously the
reduction of the villagers’ income (2) public health and healthcare aspect: villagers

encounter the lack of fresh water, unqualified water, sickness with diarrhea, malaria,



(7)

dermal diseases, anxiety (3) transportation aspect: the destruction of streets, roads,
and river banks occur (4) environmental aspect: as the land surface being washed
away, the natural resources are destroyed while natural and historical tourist
attractions are also ruined. Therefore, plans are initiated under an academic principle
along with the area information and the local wisdom as well as the integration of all

sectors, in order to cope with the future climate change and the disasters.
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AUTIOULMIDANRIAIUEILITE
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Abstract

The purpase is to shady the village public health volonteers” awareness on the
risks and the handling policy en climate change in the area of Wiangzra District,
Suratthani Province. The sampling group was 300 village public health vohmteers and
the data collaction was from a questionnaire of goota sampling style. The purpesive
sampling was used in selacting the sampling proup and a focus proup of 30 voluntesrs
was for a group imterview.

The findings show that the sampling group acknowledges the previous
ocoumences of the nahoral disaster within the area ie flpod, storm. drought, mudslide
which impact varions aspects of (1) economy which was the cause of lower income
(1) agriculnme where the farm lands were chanped, damaged and reduced (3) public
health and healthcars which was the maim issue in the imapproprate consumption and
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body infake along with the lack of fresh water mnd the confagous diseases as well as
e llp=s: cansing Som the disaster and amoefy (4) ansperiation where mads and
transport charmels were discomnected resulting in mamy mcodvement issues (3)
prvironment in which the naroral resmumees were desmoyed The interview with the
focus group discloses that the brainstorm was conducted to plan and set the goidelmes
to deal with the climate change which mrinde the knowledze providing. campaizning.
awareness geatmg, and the public relation throush varions media. I alse inchided de
location amanzement and the doll of a public evacuation plan. Moreover, thers was a
proposal on the opsratonal policy to handls the climate chamse that essentially

requirzs the public parficipation and the intezmdon linking all sectors to participate.
Heywords: awareness, risks perceniion, to handls, climaie chanse

*Comesponding author
E-mail: dad ngrhoimail com, kaewiathipiiyahoo com
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