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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were to investigate critical reading ability, critical
thinking ability, scaffolding factors and difficulties in the construction of graphic organizers as
well as problem solving methods after using graphic organizers. The participants in this study
were 24 students from a gifted program who were in Matthayomsuksa 5 from a large-size school
in the southern provinces of Thailand. The research instruments consisted of 1) 15-graphic
organizers lesson plans 2) a critical reading ability test 3) a critical thinking ability test
4) 31 graphic organizers 5) graphic organizers questionnaire. The data were analyzed by mean

score, standard deviation, t-test, frequency and content analysis.

The findings revealed that after using 15-week graphic organizers, the critical
reading ability of students from the gifted program was significantly increased at the level of .01,
except for the drawing conclusion that showed improvement, but had no significant difference.
Additionally, it was also found that the participants’ critical thinking ability significantly
improved at the level of .01. It could be said that graphic organizers could enhance critical
reading and critical thinking ability. Furthermore, results from the graphic organizers
questionnaire showed that most students from the gifted program thought that the graphic
organizers helped them in their critical thinking ability and as well as presenting in an organized
form. In contrast, designing graphic organizers that relate to texts was difficult. However, the
students solved these problems by trying to read texts again, practicing the use of graphic
organizers, and learning more vocabulary. This study suggests that longer graphic organizers

instruction is needed to help students practice more about using graphic organizers, and that
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reading passages should be interesting in order to gain students’ attention and to help them

understand more easily.

Keywords: critical reading ability, critical thinking ability, graphic organizers, students from

gifted program
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Test of Critical Reading

The test of critical reading is designed to assess critical reading skill of
students who study in EN 30215 Course.
The test consists of Multiple-choice 40 items (60 minutes)

PART | : CRITICAL READING

Directions : Read the passage and choose the best answer for each question.
(Items1-4)

31

Vitamins and minerals can be added to enrich (replace nutrients lost in
processing) or fortify (add nutrients not normally present) foods to improve their
nutritional quality. Bread sand cereals are usually enriched with some B vitamins
and iron. Common examples of fortification include the addition of vitamin D to
milk, vitamin A to margarine, vitamin C to fruit drinks, calcium to orange juice,

and iodide to table salt.

1. What is the topic of the passage?
1. Vitamins 3. Vitamins and Minerals

2. Minerals 4. Nutrition and Foods

2. What is the main idea of the passage?
1. Only vitamins are able to increase food nutrition.
2. Vitamins and minerals can increase food nutrition.
3. Vitamins and minerals can decrease food nutrition.

4. Vitamins are the most important nutrient for our body.

3. How many examples do you find in the passage?
1. four examples 3. six examples

2. five examples 4. seven examples
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4. According to the passage, what does “enrich” in line 1 mean?

1. minimize 2. enhance 3. revise 4. reduce

Directions : Read the paragraphs and choose the best choice to indicate the
author’s purpose. (Items 5-9)

1. to warn the reader

2. to tell a funny story

3. to report news event

4. to give information about disaster

5. to encourage customers to buy a product

5. An earthquake is what happens when two blocks of the earth suddenly slip
past one another. Sometimes an earthquake has foreshocks. These are smaller
earthquakes that happen in the same place as the larger earthquake that
follows. The largest, main earthquake is called the main shock. Main shocks
always have aftershocks that follow. Depending on the size of the main shock,
aftershocks can continue for weeks, months, and even years after the main

shock!

6. The 2014 Lexus GS 350 F SPORT is like having two cars in one. When you
need a quiet, comfortable luxury sedan, it's a Lexus, so you're set. But when
you want a finely tuned performance machine, the F SPORT is a joy to drive,
because it's designed specifically for automotive enthusiasts. Here are five
reasons why the GS 350 F SPORT is such a well-rounded offering.

7. Krissana Tomethong lives alone and has three television sets, one air-
conditioner, a washing machine and lamps. Her electricity bill for March-April
was 445,396.85 baht to be paid. She was horrified and shocked. Obviously,
there was some mistake. PEA governor Numchai Lorwattanatrakul said there
was an error in the printing of the invoice. The PEA had informed the

customer and resolved the problem. The correct bill was 532.50 baht.
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8. One day, monkey invited tortoise to lunch. When he arrived at monkey's
home, monkey told him that lunch was ready. However, it was at the top of a
tall tree. As tortoise couldn't climb trees, monkey ate both lunches. To
monkey's surprise, tortoise invited him to have lunch the next day. When
monkey arrived, his hands and feet were dirty (monkeys walk on all fours).
Tortoise said 'No, you can't eat with dirty hands. Go and wash them." So
monkey washed his hands and walked back. However, his hands were dirty

again. He couldn’t eat his lunch, and tortoise ate both lunches.

9. Facebook is one of the most addicting social networks. Most Facebook
users check their accounts five times or more per day. Furthermore, in a study
conducted by IDC for Facebook, 25 percent of smartphone owners ages 18-44
say they can't live without their smartphone. This addiction to Facebook is
definitely very concerning for society as a whole. Some doctors suggest that
Facebook users should balance their social media life with offline interactions
and put a limit of time spent using Facebook.

Directions : Read the cartoon and choose the best answer. (Items 10-12)

BE: NG F;‘JE A kid who blags vsing voice recognition software by GEORGE SFARMNAS  © 2o
CHILDREN, I'D LIKE EACH HYOU CAN READ
OF YOU TO SHARE WITH THE EXTENSIVELY ABOUT FOR NON-SEQUENTIAL
CLASS A LITTLE ABOUT WHAT IT ON MY BLOG RANDOMMNESS, HOU CAN
YOU DID OVER THE WEEKEND. .. MM, I SEE, WELL How || | cHECK 0UT MY TWITTER
LET'S START WITH GEORGIE ABOUT SHARING JUST PAGE

A FEW WORDS WITH US?

WHW.BEIHGFIVE BLOGSPOT.COM

10. Where does this situation take place?
1. athome 3. in the classroom
2. at the coffee shop 4. in the office
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11. What can you infer from this cartoon?
1. Georgie did nothing on weekend.
2. Georgie is too shy to talk in front of his friends.
3. Georgie prefers writing class than speaking class.
4. Georgie is so lazy to share his weekend activities.

12. What does “extensively” mean?
1. certainly 3. extremely

2. definitely 4. considerably

Directions : Read the cartoon and choose the best answer. (Items 13-14)

B‘E"ING FIVE 4 kib WHO BLOSS USING VOICE RECOGNITION SOFTWARE BY GEORGE SFARMAS &

A NEW FAMILY MOVED INTO GEORGIE! THELITTLE L !
GIRL FROM NEXT DOOR GEORGIE'S NOT HERE!
IS HERE TO MEET YOU!

THE HOUSE NEXT DOOR AND
GEORGIE'S........DEAD! =
13. What can you conclude from this cartoon?

THEY HAVE A DAUGHTER MY
AGE! SHE'S REALLY CUTE,
S0 I'M GONNA ASK HER OUT
AND MAYBE WE'LL FALL IN
LOVE AND GET MARRIED
SOME DAY/

W.BEINGFIVE. BLOGSPOT. COM

1. Georgie likes the little girl. 3. The little girl is Georgie’s girlfriend.
2. The little girl loves Georgie. 4. Georgie wants to have a new friend.

14. What does the last frame mean?
1. The little girl made Georgie scared.
2. Georgie didn’t want to meet the little girl.
3. Georgie was too shy to meet the little girl.
4. The little girl didn’t want to meet Georgie.



Directions : Read the passage and answer the questions. (Items 15-17)

Ask.fm is now linked to nine teen suicides in the last year. The social
networking site allows users to post anonymous comments online.

Kids as young as 13 years old are allowed on the site, everyone can
see all the posts, and no one monitors the content.

"Anyone can say what they want, so people aren't going to be nice
most of the time," Max Raykov says.

Robert Siciliano, a McAfee cyber security expert says Ask.fm is the
new favorite site for cyber bullies who want to tear people down without
showing their face.

The website Buzz Feed says Ask.fm has been linked to nine teen
suicides in the last year. People like 14-year-old Hannah Smith was found
hanged by her sister after anonymous bullies on Ask.fm wrote things like:

"everyone will be happy if you died. Drink bleach. Go die."”

Although Ask.fm has been referenced in so many teen deaths,
Siciliano says the site doesn't deserve all the blame. He says parents have
some responsibility too - to know what their kids are doing online.

15. What is the main idea of the passage?
1. young children should not play Ask.fm.
2. Ask.fm is connected to teenager self’s killing.
3. parents should know what their kids do on Ask.fm.
4. Ask.fm supports cyber bullies without showing face.

16. According to the passage, Hannah Smith hanged herself because

1. she didn’t like to play Ask.fm.

2. she was too young to play Ask.fm.

3. her sister hurt Hannah feeling on Ask.fm.
4.

some messages on Ask.fm hurt her feeling.

35

17. The word “bullies” in line 7 refers to someone who weaker people.

1. blames 3. harms

2. helps 4. stops



Directions : Read the passage and answer the questions. (Items 18-20)

The number of teenage pregnancies in England and Wales has
continued to drop, latest figures show. Office for National Statistics data show
the under-18 conception rate is the lowest since 1969 at 27.9 conceptions per
1,000 women aged 15-17. This is a drop of 10% on the previous year, but
experts say it is not enough to bring the UK in line with other western
European countries.

Alison Hadley, an adviser to Public Health England on teen
pregnancy, said “the England under-18 conception rate remains higher than
other western European countries. Evidence and lessons from local areas
shows us young people need comprehensive sex and relationship education in
and out of school, easy access to young people and targeted support for those

most at risk.”

18. According to the passage, the author’s purpose is to

1. stop pregnancy among teenagers

2. complain about pregnancy problem

3. express his opinion about pregnancy
4. give information about pregnancy rate

19. Pregnancy in teenagers will decrease by giving sex education to

1. anadult 3. atoddler

2. an adolescent 4. achild

20. According to the passage, the best conclusion is

1. most teenagers get pregnant after eighteen.

2. pregnancy rate in teenage is getting higher every year.

3. teenagers who are in local areas need more sex education.
4

England and Wales have lower pregnancy rate in teenage.
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Directions : Read the passage and answer the questions. (Items 21-30)

The Blifings Middia School Badoer News
Are School Uniforms Really That Bad?

1 Last Tuesday night, at the first Parent—Teacher Association tneeting of the
new school year, parents and teachers discuszsed whether or not Billings students
should begin wearing school uniferms Most students whe heard about the
dizcussion were completely against the idea Melanie Ecoberts, an eighth grader at
Billings Middle School, said, "Uhiforms are so gross. Why would anvone want to
look the same as evervone else?™ This seemed to be the general feeling among
meost students.

2 But I think that the school uniform 1ssue should be senously considered
In my opinion, school uniforms are NOT that bad, and have some benefits that
students should consider before making up thetr minds to be against them.

3 Iz, Eoberts stated that she felt that uniforms made evervone look the
same. s that really so bad? Obviously, we don’t all want to look alike in every
way. But maybe 1f we all had to wear the same thing, we wouldn’t focus so much
on having the coolest jeans, or the hottest sneakers. According to an article in The
MNew York Times, students our age spend about 50 a week on clothes and
accessories. That 1s a lot of money! What 1f you don’t have that kind of money to
spend on clothes? Unfortunately, at our school, if you are not wearing cool
clothes, people make fun of you. Nobody likes to be made fun of, so students take
matters into their own hands. Last year at Billings Middle School, over 60 students
were robbed. Money, clothes, and jewelry were all taken from lockers and book
bags.

4 If evervone had to wear uniforms, students would not feel such pressure to
keep up with the latest styles. Also, students could express their individuality in
diff erent wavs, like hairdos and by ust being more outgoing.

] I urge parents, teachers and students at Billings Middle School to really

think about school uniforms — they are not as bad as you think!




21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.
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What should be the topic of this passage?
1. School Rules 3. School Meeting
2. School Uniforms 4. School Fashions

According to paragraph 2, what is the author’s opinion about school uniforms?
1. School uniforms are expensive.

2. The author doesn’t like school uniforms.

3. Everyone should wear the same school uniforms.

4. The author thinks that school uniforms are acceptable.

According to paragraph 2, which of the following sentences is the author’s
opinion?

1. School uniforms decrease stealing in school.

2. School uniforms have some benefits to students.

3. Students spend a lot of money buying their clothes.

4. Parents and teachers had a classroom meeting last Tuesday.

What does the word “benefits” in line 8 mean?
1. advantages 3. productions
2. improvements 4. obstacles

According to paragraph 3, which of the following sentences is “fact”?
1. Uniforms are so gross.

2. School uniforms make everyone look the same.

3. School Uniforms are not cool clothes for students.

4. Some clothes of students were robbed from the lockers.

According to paragraph 3, Ms. Roberts thought that School uniforms made
students

1. look alike 3. look cool

2. different 4. comfortable

According to The New York Times, how much do students spend on clothes?
1. around $50 a week 3. over $50 a week
2. at least $50 a week 4. less than $50 a week
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28. According to paragraph 4, if students wear school uniforms, they can present

their differences by

1. nail color 2. hair style 3. sock color 4. shoes style

29. What is the purpose of the author?
1. To resist wearing uniforms in school
2. To give more information about uniforms
3. To describe bad things of school uniforms

4. To persuade other students to wear uniforms

30. What can you infer from the passage?
1. All students refuse to wear school uniforms.
2. Some students want to wear school uniforms.
3. Most students don’t want to wear school uniforms.

4. A few students wear school uniforms in this semester.

Directions : Read the passage and answer the questions. (Items 31-40)

1 Eating junk food can have a significant impact on one's health. Though
many people enjoy eating junk food and think it tastes great, the health
consequences can be serious, and can range from everything to low energy
levels, to weight gain and illness.

2 Junk food is often high in sugar, salt, white flour, and fat. It is often
heavily processed and prepackaged, making it easy to prepare and consume. A
few examples of foods often considered to be junk food include fast food, sweets
such as ice cream, candy, donuts, and prepackaged treats, soda, and potato chips,
among many others. Most people have no trouble identifying junk food; it is
when they want to stop eating junk food that the trouble starts.

3 The first effect of eating junk food is its impact on energy levels. Many
people skip breakfast or other meals throughout the day, choosing instead to grab
a quick snack or a soft drink. The junk food causes energy levels to spike, but
then energy levels will quickly plummet, sending one back into the kitchen for
another quick snack. In addition, junk food can cause moodiness, and make it
difficult to get enough sleep at night, so energy levels are never restored to

normal.
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4 Another one of the most obvious effects from eating junk food is weight
gain. People who eat a lot of junk food tend to gain weight quickly, which can
lead to obesity over time; this extra weight then has an impact on the health of
the rest of the body. It can raise cholesterol and blood pressure, contributing
to heart disease. In addition, eating junk food can cause one to develop insulin
resistance, which is one of the risk factors for diabetes; this is a particular
concern in children.

5 When the body does not get proper nutrition, it can become difficult to
concentrate. It can also cause depression. Keep all of these health effects of junk
food in mind before eating anything; a healthy diet can lead to greater energy
levels, improved mood and concentration ability, weight loss, and decreased risk
factors for heart disease and diabetes. Though junk food may be easy and fast, its

health impacts are too great to ignore.

31. What should be the topic of the passage?
1. Junk Food Nutrition 3. Junk Food and Weight Gain
2. Eating Proper Junk Food 4. Disadvantages of Eating Junk Food

32. What is the main idea of the passage?

1. Eating junk food is not good for children.

2. Most people enjoy eating tasty junk food.
3. Junk food can cause many health problems.
4

. Junk food can make people gain extra weight.

33. According to the passage, all of the following are synonym of “consequences”

except
1. cause 3. impact
2. effort 4. result

34. What is the topic of the second paragraph?
1. Types of junk food 3. Troubles from junk food
2. Examples of junk food 4. Processes of junk food
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35. According to paragraph 2, which of the following is “false” about junk food?
1. Junk food is easy to produce and fast to eat.
2. Fast food, sweets and prepackaged treats are junk food.
3. Most junk foods add light sugar, salt, white flour and fat.
4. Most people stop eating junk food after they have health problem.
36. According to the paragraph 3, what is the result of having junk food instead of
having breakfast?
1. You will get fat easily 3. You will eat more junk food
2. You will be in a good mood 4. Your energy levels will increase

37. According to paragraph 4, how many examples does the writer present to
support weight gain problem?
1. one example 3. three examples

2. two examples 4. four examples

38. The word “obesity” in line 16 means

1. lightweight 3. overweight
2. middleweight 4. underweight

39. According to paragraph 5, all of the following statements are true about a
healthy diet EXCEPT
1. Mood swing will not happen after eating healthy food.

2. Eating healthy food leads having too much sugar in the blood.
3. Itis easy to pay attention if the body gets enough nutrition.
4

Healthy food helps increasing energy levels and reducing weight.

40. What can be inferred from the last sentence in paragraph 5?

“Though junk food may be easy and fast, its health impacts are too great to ignore.”

Junk food is good and bad at the same time.
Most junk foods are easy and fast for customers.

Customers should consider before eating junk food.

P 0w n e

Eating Junk food will make you get health problem.

© GOOD LUCK ©
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Test of Critical Thinking Ability
The test of critical thinking is designed to assess critical thinking ability of
students who study in EN 30215 Course.
The test consists of Graphic Organizers 4 items (60 minutes)

Directions: Read the short passages and complete each graphic organizer.
(Items 1 - 2)

1. A Tale of Two Towns

In my home country, we usually live all our lives in the town where we
were born, but my family is different. We moved from one small town to another.
For this reason, I have two “hometowns”. Although the people in the two towns
think that they have nothing in common, in my opinion, they have far more
similarities than differences.

The first obvious similarity lies in the location of the two towns. They are
both seaside towns in the south coast of Norway. They are sheltered from the
ocean storms by a large group of islands. Second, both Kristiansand and Arendal
are small. Kristiansand is a little larger with 40,000 inhabitats, while Arendal has
only about 35,000, but neither can be called a metropolis. Furthermore, the
economies of the two towns are also based on tourism business. Both native
Norwegians and foreigners go on summer vacation to the two towns, and in
winter, business is very low. Of course, there are a few differences here as well. In
Arendal, there are still several fisherman making a living from the sea, while
Kristiansand is a busy port for large commercial ships. Finally, | think that the
people there are very similar because people are mostly interested in what their
neighbors do and say. They don’t care very much about what is happening in the
outside world.

Thus, while there are a few differences between Arendal and Kristiansand,
| think that they are very much alike. Although I sometimes feel they are too small
for me now, they are my hometowns, and there is no place like home.

From Barton and Sardinas (2004)
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2. TOURISTS IN A FRAGILE LAND

Antarctica is the center of important scientific research, and it must be
preserved for this purpose. As a scientist working in Antarctica, | spend most of
my time in the lab studying ice. The more we understand it, the more we will
understand the changing weather of the Earth. Today, as with an increasing
number of days, | had to leave my work to greet a group of tourists who were
taking a vacation in this continent of ice. | feel Antarctica should be closed to
tourists.

When tourist groups come here, they take us away from our research.
Our work is difficult, and some of our projects can be damaged by such simple
mistake as bumping into a small piece of equipment. In addition, tourists in
Antarctica can also hurt the environment. Members of Greenpeace complain that
tourists leave trash on beaches and disturb the plants and animals. In a place as
frozen as Antarctica, it can take 100 years for a plant to grow back, and tourists
taking pictures of baby penguins may not pay close attention to what their feet
are stepping on. Oil spills are another problem caused by tourism. In 1989, one
cruise ship caused an oil spill that killed many penguins and destroyed a five-
year scientific project.

If we don’t protect Antarctica from tourism, there may be serious
consequences for us all. The ice of Antarctica holds 70 percent of the world’s
fresh water. If this ice melts, ocean levels could rise 200 feet and flood the
coastal cities of the Earth. Clearly, Antarctica should remain a place for careful
and controlled scientific research. We cannot allow tourism to bring possible
danger to the planet. The only way to protect this fragile and important part of
the planet is to stop tourists from traveling to Antarctica.

From Barton and Sardinas (2004)
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Directions: Read the following information and create your own graphic
organizers. (Items 3 - 4)

3. The Benefits of Learning English

English has developed into a modern language which is spoken throughout
the world. Many developing countries are investing money for their students to
learn English. There are three major benefits for learning English.

Firstly, English is the chosen language of international communication.
English has official or special status in at least seventy five countries with a total
population of over two billion. English is used by a large number of speakers
worldwide and plays an important role in international communication.

Secondly, English is important to access knowledge. Many books and
research articles are printed in English. English is the main language of books,
newspapers, airports and air-traffic control, international business and academic
conferences, science, technology, diplomacy, sport, international competitions,
and advertising. A knowledge of English helps to access much information
available in the printed and electronic forms.

Thirdly, English language proficiency is an advantage that helps you to
develop your career. There are many jobs that require a good level in English. For
example, technical skills are necessary in modern industries and you need to be
able to both read and write technical English if you want to improve your
technical competence.

In conclusion, the importance of English as an international language is
consistently showing positive trends. The number of learners of English is
growing because it is a useful language to master. Among others, it is beneficial to
learn English because of its role as a lingua franca, to access knowledge and to
develop one’s career.

(Source: http://www.my-english-teacher.com.)
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4. The Ant and the Grasshopper

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping
and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil
an ear of corn he was taking to the nest.

"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of
toiling and moiling in that way?"

"I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and
recommend you to do the same."

"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; "We have got plenty of
food at present.” But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil.

When the winter came the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of
hunger - while it saw the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the
stores they had collected in the summer. Then the Grasshopper knew: It is best to
prepare for days of need.

(Source: http://www.umass.edu/aeson/content.nhp?i=1&n=0)

JAAARRRARRAARNARARNARARARR

© Good Luck ©
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April 15:12:00 a.m.: The captain is told the ship can only stay afloat for a couple of hours.

He gives order to call for help over the radio.

1908-1909 Construction of the Titanic begins in Belfast, Ireland.

April 15 12:25 a.m.: Lifeboats are now loading with women and children first.
The Carpathia, southeast of the Titanic by about 58 miles, picks up the distress call and

immediately heads full speed to the rescue.

1911 The hull of Titanic is successfully launched.

April 14 11:50 p.m.: Water has poured in and risen 14 feet in the front part of the ship.

April 15 2:05 a.m.: The last lifeboat leaves. There are now over 1,500 people left on the

ship. The tilt of Titanic's deck grows steeper and steeper.

1912 January: Sixteen wooden lifeboats are fitted on board the Titanic.

April 15 4:10 a.m.: The first lifeboat is picked up by the Carpathia.

April 10, 1912 9:30-11:30 a.m.: Passengers arrive in Southampton and board ship.

April 14: 11:40 p.m.: The lookouts see an iceberg dead ahead. The iceberg strikes the

Titanic on the starboard (right) side of her bow.

April 15, 12:45 a.m.: The first lifeboat is safely lowered away. It can carry 65 people, but

only leaves with 28. The first distress rocket if fired. Eight rockets are fired the whole night.

April 15 12:05 a.m.: Orders are given to uncover the lifeboats and to get passengers and
crew ready on deck. There is only room for half of the estimated 2,227 on board in the

lifeboats.

April 10, 1912 Noon: The Titanic casts off and begins her maiden voyage.

April 12 and 13 1912: The Titanic sails through calm waters.

April 15 2:20 a.m.: The Titanic's broken off stern settles back into the water, becoming
more level for a few moments. Slowly it fills with water and again tilts its end high into the

air before sinking into the sea. People in the water slowly freeze to death.

April 15 8:50 a.m.: The Carpathia leaves the area bound for New York. She carries 705

Survivors.

April 18: 9:00 p.m.: The Carpathia arrives in New York.
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Graphic Organizers

1. Sequence Organizers

Chains
Event 1 _ Event 2 /._\ Event 3 \._. Event 4 /

p 9 S ~ -

First @ Second sy Third @y Fourth my Fifh

Time Line

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

I N N N A

2. Relational Organizers

Fish Bone Cause and Effect

[ 1]
N L/

x
N

Effect




“l“ummi' 504 Types of Graphic Organizers

SHEIN © 30215 INNMBIDINGHAAIATIZN 3

52

Name No Class 5/
3. Evaluation Organizers
Evaluation Charts
P M I -+ -
Plus Minus Interest
Positive Negative
or or
Like Dislike
or or
Agree Disagree

4. Compare / Contrast Organizers

Venn Diagrams

T Charts

Same Different

Compare or Contrast Chart

Item 1 | Item 2

o
i

5. Categorize/ Classify Organizers

Categories

TOPIC
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6. Concept Development Organizers
Concept Map Concept Chart
Know Wonder Learn
(K) W) (L)

Central
Concept

detail

Adapted from Kagan (1998). Smart Card: Graphic Organizers. Kagan Cooperative Learning.
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Graphic Organizers Worksheet

Directions : Read the following information and create your own graphic organizers.
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How to Cook a Superior Steak

My girlfriend Alicia loves meat. While other women choose raw vegetables and
nonfat yogurt, she orders a huge steak every time we go out. Because these restaurant meals
were getting pretty expensive, I decided to learn to cook her favorite food at home. Cooking
an excellent steak is easy if you follow these steps.

First, you should do your shopping carefully. A cooked steak is only as good as the
cut of meat you select. Choose the best cut you can afford. Second, when you get the steak
home, measure the thickness. The third step is to heat the grill so that it is extremely hot.
Then, put the steak on the very hot grill and immediately turn it over to brown it on both
sides. Since Alicia likes her steak very pink in the center, I have learned to cook her steak no
more than ten minutes per inch of thickness. This locks in the juices and makes it tender.
Finally, never answer the telephone while cooking steak because it can get easily overcooked.
A rare steak is best, and Alicia won’t have it any other way.

Since Alicia doesn’t cook, she doesn’t know how easy this meal is. She thinks I am a
great chefl If you follow these directions, you can make someone happy, too. Enjoy eating
your delicious steak!

Source: Boardman, C. A., & Frydenberg, J. (2002). Writing to communicate: paragraphs

and essays. New York: Longman.
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The Shape of the Face

Some people believe that the shape of a person’s face shows the general character of

the person. The Chinese believe that there are five basic shapes of the face, and each shape
shows a special character. Here is what people say about these shapes.

Round faces have high and flat cheekbones, flat ears, wide noses, and strong mouths
with thin lips. People with round faces are very intelligent, and they prefer to work with their
brain instead of their body. People with round face are confident and usually live a long life.

Many movie stars have diamond faces. The diamond face is narrow at the top and has
a point chin. The Chinese believe that it is lucky because people with this type of face are
generally lucky in love and in their jobs. They are warm, but they have strong will.

People with rectangular faces control their feelings, but they are intelligent and
creative. These people work hard and are very reliable. Sometime they are not easy to be
around when they feel bored, but they are at best when they are older.

Square faces usually belong to men, but women can also have them. People with this
kind of face are good at making decisions. They are generous and honest. They put their
friends first in everything.

People with triangular faces are lively and intelligent and often stand out from others;
however they worry too much, so they can get depress easily. Because of this, they do better
in jobs where they work with people.

Source: Broukal, M. (2003). Weaving it together. 2, 2,. Boston, Mass.; London: Heinle &

Heinle ; Thomson Learning.
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Different Ways of Talking

Different ways of speaking are part of gender. As adults, men and women sometimes
face difficulties in their communication with each other.

Studies of communication show that if a woman tells her husband about a problem,
she will expect him to listen and offer sympathy. She may be annoyed when he simply tells
her how to solve the problem. Similarly, a husband may be annoyed when his wife wants to
stop and ask a stranger for directions to a park or restaurant. Unlike his wife, he would rather
use a map and find his way by himself.

Language is also part of the different ways that men and women think about
friendship. Most men believe that friendship means doing things together such as camping or
playing tennis. Talking is not an important part of friendship for most of them. Women,
on the other hand, usually identify their best friend as someone with whom they talk
frequently. They believe that for women, talking with friends and agreeing is very important.

If men and women accept many of their differences, they may begin to understand
each other better.

Source: Barton and Sardinas. (2004). NorthStar (2nd ed). White Plains, NY: Longman.
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Growing Up with Rules

It is said that for every action, there is a reaction. That saying is perfectly illustrated
by the way that my parents disciplined my brothers and sisters and me. The rules in our house
were strict and had both short-term and long-term effects.

First of all, we were responsible for keeping our rooms neat and clean. If our beds
were not made or our toys were left out, we were immediately taken to our rooms when we
got home from school and told to correct the situation. As adults, I think we all can now
appreciate this discipline of tidying up before leaving our rooms, apartments, or houses.

Doing as well as possible in school was also very important in our family. Each child
was required to explain homework to one or both parents what he or she was doing. When we
were caught daydreaming instead of doing our homework, the punishment was quick and
certain: no TV for a week. Today, my parents can say that all children are college graduates
and some of them are doctors.

Finally, our parents always made sure that we understand how important our
relationships to each other were. We were taught to love and respect our siblings because
they were the only people that we would always be able to count on. The long-term result of
this is that we are all very close today.

Some people think my upbringing was strict and cruel but I do not. As an adult, I live
in an orderly home, am very happy with my job as a doctor, and have no better friends than
my brothers and sisters. I believe my parents’ rules make my life complete.

Source: Boardman, C. A., & Frydenberg, J. (2002). Writing to communicate: paragraphs

and essays. New York: Longman.
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Being a Queen Bee

I wish I could be the queen bee. What a special honor it is to be the queen of a colony.
All of the worker bees have to do daily chores for the queen. Imagine having swarms of
worker bees doing everything for you. Worker bees make your hive and bring you honey.

Being a queen bee is better than being a dog or a cat or even a human. The queen bee
produces 2,000 eggs a day. She is the only one who can do this in the hive. Being a worker
bee must be so boring and dull. Worker bees must all be jealous of the queen bee.

Another reason I wish I was the queen bee is that I would stand out among all the
other bees. The queen is the largest in the whole hive and that makes her the most special.
Beekeepers often mark the queen with a special paint that helps her stand out from the rest of
the bees. There is nothing special about the worker bees since they all look basically
the same.

The queen bee is one of the most amazing animals in the whole animal kingdom.
Don't you wish you could be the queen bee too?

Source: http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/vtl07.la.rv.text.Ipfactop/the-buzz-about-

fact-and-opinion/
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Taste of Coffee

Coffee is a great beverage to stay awake. Most people when looking at the menu in
a coffee house have no clue on what to order and have no idea of the different types of coffee.
The list below will help you appreciate the menu better and also help you decide what is best
for your palate.

Espresso has no milk, just pure coffee. Most traditional coffee recipes revolve around
a single or double espresso shots. If you are a coffee connoisseur then you should try and
learn how to make one.

Americano (American) — This is espresso shot that is diluted to taste with hot water.
The name was given to insult Americans who the Europeans believed were not up to drinking
full espressos.

Cappuccino usually consists of equal parts espresso, steamed milk, and frothed milk.
All this makes the coffee taste more diluted and weaker. Some coffee shops will sprinkle
cinnamon or flaked chocolate on top and other will add more milk than others.

Cafe Latte has more milk than a cappuccino. It is one part espresso with at least three
to five parts of steamed hot milk with a small amount of froth on top. Latte in Italian means
‘milk’, so be careful ordering one when in Rome.

If you are a heavy coffee drinker, there are also several coffee substitutes available in
the market. Some have negligible caffeine content while others have much lesser caffeine
constituency than regular coffee.

Source: http://www.medindia.net/patients/patientinfo/coffee-types-varieties.htm
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1. T : Have you ever read or written a long passage?
2. T : Do you know about paragraph?
3. T : What are components of a passage/paragraphs?
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Recognizing Different
Kinds of Paragraphs

Most long writings have paragraphs that introduce, develop, connect or make
transitions between, and summarize the main idea. Recognizing the function of these
kinds of paragraphs will help you understand what you read.

Introductory Paragraphs

An author may use an introductory paragraph to get your attention, to introduce
a topic, or to create a mood.

Example

I’ve been reviewing plays for over ten years, and | have never before been so
impressed with a production. Saturday at Sal’s is a sheer delight. Elizabeth Cross
gives the performance of her life. But, for many reasons. this play’s success belongs
1o everyone involved.

Developmental Paragraphs

A developmental paragraph uses examples or descriptive details to further
explain the idea that has been introduced in the previous paragraph.

Example

Boomerang!
With a flick of the wrist, it"s gone. But moments later, back 1t comes. Sound
strange ? Well it is, and it’s called a boomerang.

A boorerang is actually a “throwing stick.” It is light in weight and curved
in a distinctive shape. It is most commonly made of wood, but other materials can
also be used. When flung in just the right way, the boomerang sails in a wide are
and returns to the thrower. But throwing it is an art.

Experts can do some amazing aerodynamic tricks. The boomerang can be
made to perform figure eights or fly in circles. It can swing up and away from the
thrower and hover overhead like a helicopter.
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There are three paragraphs in the selection. The first paragraph is an intro-
ductory paragraph which introduces the topic of the paragraph, boomerang.

The second paragraph is a developmental paragraph which develops the
topic on how the boomerang returns to the thrower.

Theidea that is developed in the third paragraph is throwing the boomerang
with tricks.

Transitional Paragraphs

A transitional paragraph acts as a link between the ideas presented in two
paragraphs. It does not have a main idea. It often contains clues such as therefore, as
a result, and thus to show that the paragraph is linking two ideas.

Example

The following paragraph is a transitional paragraph. Read it and choose the
topics of the paragraphs that would appear before and after it.

In the same way corn is a staple for Mexicans. Rice has always been an
important part of the oriental diet.

a Mexican food

b the role of corn in the Mexican diet
¢ the role of rice in the oriental diet
d cooking with cornmeal

e staple foods around the world

From the paragraph, the cluc “in the same way” show us the link between corn
and rice. Then b should be the topic of the paragraph that appears before this paragraph
and ¢ should be the one that appears after.

Summary Paragraphs

Summary paragraphs are important because they usually review the most
'mportant ideas presented in the writing.
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A mini tornado cuts a path less than a kilometer long. Itis very short-lived, and
winds are rarely more than 160 kilometers an hour. Thus, damage is limited.
A mini tornado may tear the roof from a house, but it tannot destroy the entire
building.

Every year, more than 700 tornadoes strike the United States. They do billions
of dollars worth of damage. They take hundreds of lives. The National Weather
Service is always on the lookout for tomadoes. However, they are difficult to
predict.

Finally, a maxi tornado has the power in its 400-kilometer-an-hour winds to
destroy brick buildings and rip pavement from roads. It sucks trees. railroad
cars, and house trailers into its swirling funnel. Sometimes a maxi tornado
travels almost fifty kilometers before its fury is spent.

Scientists study weather patternstotry to learn what conditions must be
present for a tornado to form. They have two goals, First, they would like to be
able to give people enough warning before atorado strikes. Second, they hope
someday actually to prevent a tornade from forming. This problem is compli-
cated since therc are three different kinds of tomadoes.

More destructive than the mini tornado is the average tornado. It is the most
common-and can last up to twenty minutes, covering about one-and-a-half
kilometers. The funnel is generally dark gray since dirt and debris are drawn
upward. Average tornadoes are the easiest of the three kinds to predict.

(From Exploring Paths by Magaret Early)

1. What is the topic of the passage ?

a Tornadoes ¢ Weather Patterns
b Damage Done by Tornadoes d Forms of Tornadoes

2. What idea is introduced in the first and second paragraph ?

a speed of tornadoes

b how tornadoes are predicted
¢ kinds of tornadoes

d evacuation procedures

3. What idea is introduced in the third, fourth and fifth paragraph ?

a how tornadoes are predicted
b forms of tomadoes
¢ kinds of tornadoes
d speed of tornadoes
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Pattaya is 147 kilometers southeast of Bangkok. Back in the year 1950 it was
simply a quiet place with only a few houses for fishermen. It was unspoilt and
unsophisticated, with neither tourist comforts nor infrastructure. Now, 40 years later, it
has become one of Thailand’s most popular tourist destinations. It attracts hundreds
of thousands of pleasure-seeking tourists from all over the world annually. Pattaya
actually has a local government system which is different from all other provinces.
The Council-Manager Plan was adopted to cope with the rapid development of the city.

Pattaya’s main attractions are, of course, its wonderful beach and the great
variety of water sports it offers. Tourists can enjoy windsurfing, water skiing, parasailing,
snorkelling and sailing. They can also go on trips to offshore islands.

Pattaya’s popularity with foreign and local tourists over the years has created
many problems. Overpopulation and pollution are the most serious of these. As a
result, Pattaya has been severely criticized by the travel trade media. The negative
image that these reports have created is now influencing overseas tour operators
who often exclude Pattaya from their itinerary.

The government and private sectors, however, are well aware of the problem.
A special budget has been allocated to tackle environmental problems, to clean up both
Pattaya and its image. This effort can succeed only with a concerted effort by the
city’s inhabitants, developers and tourists alike.

1. What kind of local government is in operation in Pattaya ?

a the Town Committee ¢ the City Governor

b the Provincial Committee d the Council-Manager Plan
2. What is Pattaya famous for ?

a great variety of water sports ¢ skiing

b food d environmental preservations

3. Which is the most serious problem of Pattaya ?
a too many foreign and local tourists
b being excluded from the tour itinerary
¢ pollution and overpopulation
d being criticized by the travel trade media

4. What is the results Pattaya gained from a negative image ?
a too many foreign and local tourists
b pollution and overpopulation
¢ being excluded from the tour itenerary
d no tourists coming to Pattaya

5. What has been done to improve Pattaya’s image ?
a The government and private sectors are aware of the problem.
b The city’s inhabitants, developers and tourists must try to preserve Pattaya.
¢ The Council-Manager Plan must campaign to reduce pollution.
d A budget has been provided to improve the environment and its image.
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Inference

Inference is a process that areader uses to check the facts of the reading passage
in order to consider or to decide what the whole passage means.

In the inference process, the reader uses the information given and his own
knowledge to help him get more information that is not directly stated in the passage.

To develop inference skill, the following steps are recommended.
B Read each statement carefully.
B Consider the facts in the statements.
B Link all the facts together in order.
B Make a passage conclusion from the facts.
B Check the conclusion logically and grammatically.

Example 1

As trees grow old they add a new ring for each year; this discovery, it seems, was
first made by Leonardo da Vinci, the famous Italian painter and scientist. It took a long
time, however, before the serious study of trees rings started; this was done in Arizona
by Andrew Ellicott Douglas.

We can infer from this passage that ... .
Leonardo’s discovery had not been developed for many years

Example 2

Dose : Three times daily

Adults and children over 12 years : 10 m/
Children under 12 years :
6-12 years : 5ml
2-5 wyears : 25ml
6 months —under 2 years : 1.26m/

A physician's advice should be obtained before administering the dose to
children aged leas than 2 years.

It is implied in the passage that
1. The medicine is a liquid;
2. Thismedicine could be very dangerous to very young childreniif they are
given without a physician's advice.
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INSIGHTFUL, LITTLE FELLA! |

ME AND MY FRIEND, TIM,
ARE CONNA PREDICT THE
WINNERS OF THE NEXT
DANCING WITH THE
STARS/ ’

WHAT'S
WRONG, KIRSTIE ALLEY

SCARES ME!

WWW BEINGFIVE,

BEING FIVE A sov anp ws mioa " BY GEORGE SFARNAS @t

T A DIGITAL NATIVE, wiicrl) (MY PARENT'S ARE DIGITALY (AND M CRANDRARENT S
MEANS T WAS BORNINTHE | [IMWIGRANTS, WHICH MEANS| | ARE DIGITAL BETARDS.
AGE OF TECHNCLOGY...SO THEY CAN LEARN TECHNO- BARELY KNOW HOW TO

IT COMES NATURAL LOGY, BUT THEY HAVE TO
TO ME! WORK AT IT! USE A TOASTER!




“My teacher must really like me-she
says 'm goingtobsinherclass next
year too.”

We can infer from this cartoon that ....
a the boy is giving his mother good news
b the boy has to repeat the class
¢ the teacher favors the boy
d the teacher likes to teach the same class

407 American English Phonetics. Summer. 4 hours. Two lectures, two

laboratory periods. Prerequisite : English 406, Linguistics 410 or equivalent. A

siudy of American pronunciation designed for advanced intemational students.
Professor Stallone

1. This course description tells us that the class meets ... .
a two hours a day ¢ two hours a week
b four hours a day d four hours a week

2. In order to take American English Phonetics, it is necessary to....
a pass the pretest
b take English 406 first
¢ get permission from Professor Stallone
d know the materials from English 406 or Linguistics 410

3. The word “periods” (line 2) means ....
a classrooms for international students
b groups of students studying this subject
¢ portions of time scheduled for a class
d punctuation marks used after sentences

4. Students who take this course should expect to ... .
a study British English
b be taught by international students
¢ use the language laboratory twice a week
d study English 406 and Linguistics 410 at the same time
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Most likely your turn-of-the-century dinner will look the same as it does
now. But scratch below the surface and you will find a wealth of hidden changes.
Right now, in food-technology labs around the country, researchers are tinkering
with foods we've been eating for years. With test-tube breeding techniques they
are creating improved fruits and vegetables. They are combining ingredients
in novel ways to develop harmless forms of fats. They are designing edible food
packeting to extend shelf life of perishable goods.

It can be inferred that researchers are concerned with producing food that ... .
a can be massively manufactured
b are free from pesticide
¢ will provide a fashionable lifestyle
d appeal to health - conscious consumers

In recent years, particularly in the South and West (of the United States),
Hispanic decorating styles have spreaded from the ethnic community to the city
center to the suburbs. More public buildings are being constructed with arched
entrances, wide shady courtyards and bubbling fountains. “Ilike a building that
has a lot of romance in it,” says one of Miami’s leading Hispanic architects, “
Not every part of a building is rational and functional. The expression of an
architect’s true feelings should also be revealed.”

We can infer from the popularity of wide shady courtyards and bubbling
fountains that ...,

a people like to spend more time outside

b people find them easier to decorate

¢ the modern and the old styles are combined

d the modern styles are replacing the old ones

Small children will play gangster games with shooting or sword play,
very often inspired by a visit to the cinema, yet long before the film era children
played gang games - tag, touch, etc. Stories and films will give a direction to
some kinds of play, but the fundamentals are in the heart of all children of all races.

The author implies that child play is fundamentally ... .
a organized ¢ dangerous
b competitive d imaginative or spontaneous
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1. T : What can you see from the picture?

2. T : Why are they able to ice skate?
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: Where do they ice skate?

4. T : When did these people ice skate?
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Understanding
the Setting

Information about where and when a story takes place is called the story’s setting.
If you know a story’s setting, you can figure out other things not directly stated in the
story.

Example

Thousands of bats live in the Carlsbad Caverns in Carlsbad, New Mexico.
Each evening in the summer they swirl from the cave like a black cloud to feed on
insects. One summer Carlsbad received very little rain. This greatly reduced plant
growth and the number of insects that fed on the plants.

To understand the story’s setting, we can find the information like this:
< Where the story takes place : Carlsbad Caverns

< When the story takes place : in the summer

% The Story’s setting : In summer at Carlsbad Caverns

Since we know that Carlsbad Caverns is in New Mexico, then in summer, it might
be hot and dry.
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From Thirteen to Fifty

A, Itwas the day of the first rodeo. That day in July of 1886 showed all the early
on signs of being a real scorcher. But then every day in that part of the West was
hot and dry. The crowd began to gather at noon. Soon there were several hundred
people at the ranch in Chino Valley where the event was being held. Young and
old climbed the corral fence to sit and watch the show that began an hour later.

1. When did the people first know that the rodeo day was going to be a scorcher ?
a in the morning c late in the day
b at noontime d at midnight

2. Where is Chino Valley ?
a in the cool mountain ¢ ina hot desert
b near a damp ocean d near a forest

3. When did the rodeo begin ?

a atnoon ¢ as darkness fell
b atone o'clock d at four o’clock
B. Soon every Fourth of July in Prescott was celebrated with a rodeo. A new

grandstand was built to seat the crowd in comfort. Tickets always sold like hot
cakes from the time they first went on sale, a month before the big event. Although
the show never began until one o'clock, people always started arriving as early
as ten o'clock to settle in. Many enjoyed picnic lunches as they waited for the show
to begin. The first event, the steer roping contest, would finally begin. Lining the
ring, the cowboys watched with great interest.

1. When were the tickets for the rodeo first offered for sale ?
a on Fourth of July ¢ inJune
b in September d all the year round

2. When did the steer roping event begin ?
a atnoon ¢ at two o’clock
b at one o'clock d at three o'clock

3. From where did the cowboys watch the show ?
a from the shelter ¢ on the stand
b around the field d around the ring

d Hawaii became fiftieth the state of the new nation.
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To inform

To classify

To explain

To state

To describe

To entertain

To compare

To report

To illustrate

To support

To persuade

To comment

To introduce

To contrast

To criticize

To analyze To convince To advertise To recommend To present

To give facts To give an To give To give To define the

about opinion abo instruction information about meaning
about
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It's New! It's Refreshing! It's Slurpy Soda! This is the best soda in the world!
If you drink this soda you will jump higher, run faster and be smarter in school.

Try one today!
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1. T : What is it about?

2. T : Why did the writer write this message?
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Identifying the

4
Author’s Purposes

Authors write with different purposes in mind : to persuade their readers, to

entertain, and to inform. Slant writing is intended to persuade. When authors merely
want to inform, they try to write objectively. This means they present as many facts and
as few opinions as possible.

Examples

1.

Radio signals are broadcast in the form of waves. These waves are invisible
and cannot be seen by the human eye. Even so, they are very powerful and can
travel long distances.

The author’s purpose is to inform the reader about radio waves.

Some of the best radio plays of the 1930s are now available on tape
cassettes. Whether your taste runs to Charlie McCarthy’s humor, the spinet-
ingling mysteries of The Shadow, or some of the band music of the 1930s, you will
find what you are looking for.

The author’s purpose is to persuade the reader to buy tape cassettes.

As soon as I walked into the game room, Jimmy sprang out at me. He was
wearing a cap with plastic antennae attached to it and had covered his face with
some kind of green makeup. “I am a visitor from outer space,” he said in a voice
that sounded like a computer. “I have been traveling for a long time and am very
hungry. Please fix me a sandwich of crushed bolts and nuts and a glass of fresh-
squeezed gasoline.”

The author’s purpose is to entertain the reader with his story.

&7



A. Israel’s Dead Sea is a popular tourist attraction. It is really a lake, seventy-

2.

C.

L

2.

3.

4.

eight kilometers long and up 1o sixteen kilometers wide. The waters of the Dead
Sea have several times more salt than the ocean. The salt is able to support the
weight of many things placed on the water. Thus, aperson can actually sit upright

Which name caused the author most confusing life ?
a Hot Springs
b Ailbany
¢ Springfield
d Oregon

Devil's Tower is a large volcanic formation in Hortheastern Wyoming.
Native Americans called it Mateo Tepee, and different tribes developed stories to
explain its origin. The Kiowa tell of seven little girls who, while playing, were
chased by a huge bear. In an effort to escape, they scrambled onto a rock. As the
bear came closer, they realized that the rock would not provide the protection they
had hoped for. They praved to the rock 1o save them. Within seconds, the rock
began to grow in height. It carried the girls up and away from the bear. The girls
were then turned into stars. We can see them today as the seven stars of the
Pleiades. The Kiowa say that the vertical grooves on the sides of Devil's Tower
are scratch marks from the bear's claws.

{From Sources of Identity by Paul F. Brandwein, ef af)

What is this paragraph about ?
a alarge volcanic formation
b the seven stars of the Pleiades
¢ a Native American legend
d anegative image of bears

What is the author’s purpose ?
a to persuade the reader that the Devil's Tower story is true
to entertain the reader with a Native American legend
to convince the reader that the Pleiades were once seven little girls
to present a negative image of bears

= e -

What does “scrambled’” mean ?
a fell down
b stopped
¢ hung
d climbed

What does “grooves” mean ?
a paths
b curls
¢ streams
d furrows
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Sandy storm

A massive storm recently hit Tehran, the capital of Iran, and covered the city with
clouds of sand, killing four and causing widespread damage.

A huge sandstorm and record winds killed at least four people in Tehran on June 2,
plunging Iran’s capital into darkness during rush hour and forcing thousands to run for cover. The
freak weather struck at 5:10 pm, knocking down trees and sweeping things across streets and into
the windscreens of cars as people headed home from work.

State media reported 110 kilometer per hour winds at the peak of the storm. Power
supplies were knocked out in at least 50,000 homes, officials said. The winds also smashed
windows and caused telecommunication towers to topple and masonry to fall off buildings.
Forecasters on state television initially warned people in Tehran to stay indoors, shortly before the
ISNA news agency reported that the fatalities had been caused by falling trees.

Amin Saberinia, Iran’s chief emergency official, announced the deaths and said that at
least 27 people were injured, 10 of them in a road accident when the gloom suddenly descended.
State television later reported that two of those injured in the storm were in critical condition.
“This is like the end of the world in Hollywood movie,” a woman said as she ran into a shop in
the capital’s central business district to escape the strong wind shortly after the storm hit. City
officials said that almost 7,000 emergency workers were deployed within an hour of the storm
hitting.

Source: http://www.student-weekly.com/230614/230614-education01.html#.VdvuqLKqgko



Direction: Read the passage and then answer the following questions.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Where did the storm take place?

What are serious injuries from the storm?

How did the storm damage this city?

Did it a good idea to stay outside during the storm? Why?

What did you do if you were in this situation?
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Exemplification

Sometimes a paragraph consists of a number of examples that illustrate the main
idea.

Examples Introduced by Word Clues

Several words and phrases may introduce examples of a paragraph’s main idea.
Some of these word clues are : for example, for instance, namely, to illustrate, as, such
as, e.g., especially, and for a brief example.

Example

In addition to straight news stories, most newspapers have special sections. For
example, the sports section covers news about sport events. The entertainment section
includes up-to-date information about the arts. The classified section is a listing of
real estate opportunities and jobs that are available.

Topic Sections of the newspaper
Main Jdea Most newspapers provide their readers with special sections.

Examples - sports section
— entertainment section
— classified section

Read the following passages and choose the best alternative to answer each
question.

A. Most objects we use either contain metal or are made by metal machinery.
A motor car, for example, is made almost entirely of metal pieces of all shapes and
sizes.

What is the main idea of the above passage ?

a Most objects we use contain metal.

b Most objects we use are made by metal machinery.

¢ Most objects we use either contain metal or are made by metal machinery.
d A motor car is made entirely of metal pieces.
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B. All plants are made of cells. Some algae and other kinds of simple plants
consist of single cell, but most plants have many cells. A giant redwood tree, for
example, has many billions of cells. All these cells have special jobs, and together
they form the various parts of the plant.

1. What is the topic of the passage ?
a Cells ¢ A Kind of Cell
b Plant Cells d Parts df the Plant

2. What is the main idea of the passage ?
a All plants are made of cells.
b Cells can be found in the various parts of the plant.
¢ Most plants have many cells.
d A giant redwood tree has many billions of cells.

C. Plants are probably most important to man as food. Sometimes we eat
plants themselves, as when we eat apples, peas or potatoes. But even when we eat
meat or drink milk, we are using foods that come from an animal eating plants.

1. What is the topic of the passage ?
a Plants ¢ Food From Plants
b Food d Plants as Man's Food

2. What is the main idea of the passage ?
a Plants are important to man most.
L, Man cats planis or foods that come from plants.
¢ Man's food comes from plants.
d Plants are probably man’s most important food.

D. Sometimes metal articles can be shaped into their final form in only one
operation, suchas forging. But usually they must be finished to the exact shape and
size by machining operation, such as drilling and grinding, which remove excess
metal.

1. What is the topic of the passage ?
a The Shapes of Metal Articles
b Shaping Metal Articles
¢ How to Shape Metal Articles
d Forms of Metal Articles

2. What is the main idea of the passage ?
a Usually metal articles are shaped by machining operations.
b Metal articles can be shaped by forging, drilling and grinding.
¢ Metal articles can be shaped in only one operation.
d Metal articles must be shaped by machining operations.
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6.

English : The Foreign Language

Do the Americans and the British speak the same language ? For the most
part, yes. But many words used in the United States have different meanings in
England. Forinstance, to Americans, a boot is something to wear. To the English,
it is the trunk of a car. Suspenders are called braces in England, and an elevator is
called a lift.

Australians also speak English, but their names for some things would be
foreign to an American. To illustrate, what's a kirby grip 7 Give up ? It’s what
we in the United States call a bobby pin. If you plan to do some camping, don’t
go into an Australian sporting goods store and ask for a sleeping bag. Bluey is the
correct word.

Of course, you don’t have to leave America to find different words for the
same thing. For instance, an overstuffed sandwich may be called a hero, hoagie,
submarine, dagwood, or torpedo. Depending on what part of the country you're
from, you either put groceries inasack orabag. A sweet, bubbly drink in Missouri
is called a phosphate. When you’re in Chicago, it’s pop. In New York, it’s a soda.

(From Patterns of Language by Jerome Martin)

. What is the main idea of the first paragraph ?

a Americans and British speak the same language.

b American English and British English are different.

¢ Many words used in the United States have different meanings in England.
d American words are different from English words.

. What examples does the author give to support the main idea of the first

paragraph ?
a braces, bluey ¢ boot, trunk
b sleeping bags d soda, pop

. What is the main idea of the second paragraph ?

a Australians also speak English.

b Australian English is different from American English and British English.
¢ Some words of Australian English are different from American English,

d Australian names for some things are foreign to an American.

What is the topic of the third paragraph ?
a English Language in America ¢ Speech Pattern in America
b Regional Speech Pattern d Language in Each Part of America

. What phrase introduces the examples in the third paragraph ?

a forinstance b toillustrate ¢ forexample d suchas

What is the main idea of the third paragraph ?
a Youdon't have to leave America to find different words for the same thing.
b In America there are different words in different parts of the country.
¢ Language is depending on what part of the country you are from.
d There are examples for different words for the same thing.
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Finding Examples Without Word Clues

When exarmnples are not introduced by word clues, look for the main idea of the
paragraph. Then look for the details that give examples of the main idea.

Example

Thomas Jefferson was a man of many talents. As the outstanding American
architect of his day, he designed a number of buildings. Jefferson was also an inventor.
He spoke Greek and Latin and played the violin. A clear and concise writer, Jefferson
drafted the Declaration of Independence and the civil code of Virginia. He was a
scientific farmer and cultivated the finest gardens in the United States.

Main idea Thomas Jefferson was a man of many talents.

Examples architect; inventor; spoke Greek and Latin; played the violin; writer;
farmer

Read the following passages and choose the best alternative to answer each
question,

A. Lucky peaple are gregarious. They go out of their way to be friendly. They
talk to strangers. They are joiners, meeters, greeters. If they sit next to somebody
on an airplane, they start a conversation. The man who sells them their morning
newspaperis more than just a face. They know his name and how many kids he has
and where he went on his vacation.

1. What is the main idea of the selection ?
a There are many kinds of lucky people.
b Lucky people are gregarious.
¢ Lucky people do many things to get friends.
d Frendly people are lucky.

2. How many examples does the author give to illustrate the main idea ?
a4 b5 c 6 d 7

B. Policemen and policewomen serve their communities in many ways. They
patrol streets to guard against crime and to assist people with various problems.
Police officers direct traffic to keep it running smoothly and safety. The police are
often called on to settle family quarrels, find lost persons, and aid accident victims.
During earthquakes, floods, fires, and other disasters, they help povide shelter,
transportation, and protection for victims.
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1. What is the topic of the selection ?
a How to Serve Community
b The Work of Policemen and Policewomen
¢ Policemen and Policewomen
d The Ways to Serve Community

2. What is the main idea of the selection ?
a Policemen and policewomen serve their communities in many ways.
b There are many ways to serve community.
¢ Police jobs are important for community.
d Police jobs are necessary for community.

3. What examples does the author list examples of ?

a ways to serve community ¢ police jobs
b helpful jobs d police assistance
4. How many examples illustrate the main idea ?
a7 b8 c 9 d 10
C. France occupies only 548,600 square kilometers in western Europe. Yet the

country has many overseas territories, possessions, and departments that fall
under French rule. The island of Martinique in the West Indies became a
possession more than 300 years ago. The department of French Guiana in South
America sends one senator and one deputy to the French Parliament. The
territory of French Polynesia is 130 islands in the South Pacific. Half the islands
population lives on Tahiti.

(From Sources of Identity by Paul F. Brandwein, et af)

1. What is the main idea of the passage ?
a France occupies only 548,600 square kilometers in western Europe.
b France has many overseas territories, possessions and departments that fall
under French rule.
¢ France occupied a lot of overseas territories.
d There are many territories that fall under French rule.

2. What examples does the author list examples of ?
a overseas territories
b occupied lands
¢ temritories, possessions and departments of France
d overseas territories, possessions and departments that fall under French rule.

3. How many examples illustrate the main idea ?

a2 b 3 c 4 d>5
4. Where is Tahiti ?
a South Pacific ¢ South America

b West Indies d South Africa



D. Going, Going, Gone ?

A startling number of birds have become extinct over the last 400 to 500
years. Perhaps the most famous is the dodo. The dodo was a flightless bird that
was found on islands in the Indian Ocean. The moa lived in New Zealand and
looked like an ostrich. Gradually, it grew too heavy to fly. Thus, it became easy
prey for hunters. The last specimens had been kiljed by the eighteenth century.
The passenger pigeon became extinct as late as 1914 when the last surviving
bird died in an Ohio zoo.

Recently people have seen the need to save thinning animal populations.
Scores of birds and mammals have been placed on the endangered species list. The
bald eagle heads the list of birds. The Japanese crane is also protected. At one time
it was found throughout northern Asia. Now it exists only in Japan. Some
endangered mammals are the blue whale and the humpback whale, the orangutan,
and the eastern cougar.

(From Exploring Paths by Margaret Early)

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph ?
a The most famous extinct bird is the dodo.
b A startling number of birds have become extinct over the last 400 to 500
years.
¢ There are many kinds of extinct birds.
d A large number of birds have become extinct because people hunt them.

2. What examples does the author list in the first paragraph ?
a the most famous extinct birds
b the places where extinct birds lived
¢ the years of extinction of various birds
d extinct birds

3. What is the main idea of the second paragraph ?
a Scores of birds and mammals have been placed on the endangered species
list.
b People have seen the need to save thinning animal population.
¢ The bald eagle heads the list of endangered species.
d There are many kinds of animals in endangered species list.

4. How many examples illustrate the main idea ?
a three
b four
c five
d six
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Facts and Opinions Worksheet
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Directions: For each of the following sentences indicate whether it is an example of fact or

of opinion.

10.

In Dubai summers are hot, with temperatures averaging 41 degrees
in July.
I don’t think I’ll ever visit Dubai in summer as it gets too hot.
There are so many dangerous burglars these days and when you call
the police they take a very long time to come.
On 30 July at 22:45 I saw a burglar with a long, thin knife jumping over
our front fence and when I called the police they took forty minutes to come.
I read an excellent book that you should also read. It will change your
life forever.
I read a Reader’s Digest book called How to live with life. It has 430
pages.
It is so easy to make tea. Anybody can do it. You don’t even need
a kitchen!
To make a cup of tea you need a cup, a tea bag, boiling water, milk
and sugar.
No-one can understand how Italy won the Soccer World Cup. With
that team they should not even have made the semi-finals.

Italy won the Soccer World Cup in 2006.

Source: http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/free-reading-worksheets/fact-and-opinion-worksheets
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Separating Facts
From Opinions

Critical readers are able to distinguish between facts and the author’s opinions.
In general, a fact can usually be checked in a reference source while an opinion is a
person’s feelings about something and cannot be proved.

B Facts are statements that tell what really happened or really existed. A fact
is based on direct evidence. It is something known by actual experience or
observation.

B Opinions are statements of belief, judgement, or feeling. They show what
someone thinks about a subject. Solid opinions, of course, are based on facts.
However, opinions are still somebody's view of something; they are not
facts themselves.

Sometimes an opinion is easy to spot because one or more words identify the
statement as an opinion. Examples of such words are : feel, according to the author,
consider, assume, judge, and in my opinion.

Example 1

To the Editor :

(1) In my estimation, the town’s decision to make a parking lot out of the
poster street site has not been well thought out. (2) I strongly believe that what
we need is a recreation area where people can relax and enjoy themselves. (3)
Our town has only one park. (4) Moreover, it is located at the north end of
Spangler Avenue. (5) Most people think that’s too far away. (6) I feel the town
board ought to reconsider its decision.

From the above paragraph, the author expressed both facts and opinions. Con-
sidering the words that signal opinions such as estimation, believe, think and feel, we

can identify opinions in sentence 1, 2, 5 and 6 while sentence 3 and 4 are facts.

Very often, the passages you read will not have word clues to signal statements
of opinion. Then, as you look for opinions, ask yourself, Is this statement a fact that
can be checked in a_reference source, or is it a reflection of the author’s feeling ?
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Example 2

Daily Informer Endorses Miranda

(1) The Daily Informer officially announces its support of Rosa Miranda
for governor. (2) Her record as mayor during the past four years has been
excellent.  (3) She has shown determination, good judgement, and a concern for
people. (4) Last year she backed a bill for additional health services. (5) This
state needs a governor who will take a stand on the issues. (6) Rosa Miranda
has shown this courage by always speaking her mind.

From the above paragraph, there is no word identifying opinion. However, after
considering each statement whether it can be checked in a reference source, we can
indicate that sentence 2, 3, 5 and 6 are opinions while sentence | and 4 are facts.

C. CASPER, the friendly ghost was a popular movie and attracted millions
of television fans, especially young children. Now we can follow the Casper
series on [BC 7.

Ilike this little ghost-boy very much because he is cute and helpful. One of
his good friends is Father Funaro. Casper helped him with his studies so he could
become a priest. In addition, Casper has the power and magic to disappear
through the walls. I wish | could disappear like him. He looks great!

To me, it doesn’t matter whether you are a ghost or a human being, as long
as you are a good person.

1. Which of the following statements is an “opinion” ?
a Casper was a popular movie and attracted millions of television fans.
b We can follow the Casper series on IBC 7.
¢ Casper has the power and magic to disappear through the wall.
d It doesn’t matter whether you are a ghost or a human being, as long as you
are a good person.

2. Which of the following statements is a “fact” ?
a Casper is cute and helpful.
b Casper looks great.
¢ Casper has the power and magic to disappear through the wall.
d Casper is a good ghost.



3. What is the author’s opinion of Casper ?

D.

a He looks great.

b He is a good person.

¢ He s a good friend.

d His power and magic is wonderful.

Golden Pen Press has recently published three new books. They are well
worth reading. “Ruppert and the Paper Boat " by Grant Thatcher is for children.
1t is the story of a ten vears old boy who first believes in magic but finally learns
to believe in himself. The illustrations are excellent. They capture the beauty and
poetry of the story.

“Somewhere, Tomorrow™ by Ellen Storch is a science fiction novel. It
could very well win the Nebula Award. The plot is spelling. Science fiction fans
will not be able to put the book down. Storch has also written “The Eviloids " and
the Hugo Award winner “Time and Space.”

“Windows ~ by Edna Vent is a collection of poetry. Although Vent deals
with common themes, her images are fresh and alive. Even non-poetry lovers
will enjov “Windows." There is much humour in her poem “Crowed Streets.”
Most people will be able to identifv with her haiku, “Simple Things.” This is
Vent's six collection of verse.

1. Which of the following statements is an *“‘opinion” ?

a Golden Pen Press has recently published three new books.

b The book “Ruppert and the Paper Boat™ by Grant Thatcher is for children.

¢ Itis the story of a ten years old boy who first believes in magic but finally
learns to believe in himself.

d The illustrations are excellent.

2. Which of the following statements is a “fact” ?

a “Somewhere, Tomorrow™ by Ellen Storch is a science fiction novel.
b It could very well win the Nebula Award.

¢ The plot is spelling.

d Science fiction fans will not be able to put the book down.

3. Which of the following statements is a “fact” ?

a “Windows” by Edna Vent is a collection of poetry.

b Although Vent deals with common themes, her images are fresh and alive.
¢ Even non-poetry lovers will enjoy “Windows.”

d There is much humour in her poem “Crowed Streets.”
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Brain Bleeds More Common
in Smokers, Research Shows

Quitting reduces risk of burst aneurysm, but less so for pack-a-day folks,
study finds

THURSDAY, Aug. 30 (HealthDay
News) -- Smoking greatly increases the
risk of potentially fatal brain bleeding
caused by a burst aneurysm, a new study
warns.

An aneurysm is a bulge in
a weakened artery. If an aneurysm bursts,
blood leaks into the brain. The chances of
surviving a burst aneurysm are about 50
percent, and survivors often have lifelong
disabilities.

In the new study, published online
Aug 30 in the Journal of Neurology,
Neurosurgery and Psychiatry, researchers
compared 426 people in South Korea who
suffered brain bleeds between 2002 and
2004 with 426 people who did not have a
brain bleed. The participants' average age
was 50.

The brain bleed group had a larger
number of smokers and people with a
family history of stroke and high blood
pressure. Slightly less than 38 percent of
those who had a brain bleed were current

smokers, compared with a little more than
24 percent in the comparison group.

Overall, quitting smoking reduced
the risk of a brain bleed by 59 percent after
five years or more, reducing the risk to the
level of nonsmokers. However, former
heavy smokers (20 or more cigarettes a
day) were still more than twice as likely to
have a brain bleed as people who had
never smoked.

Smoking causes short-term effects
such as thickening of the blood and
increased blood pressure, both of which
increase the risk of a brain bleed. These
effects can be reversed by stopping
smoking, explained Dr. Chi Kyung Kim,
of Seoul National University Hospital's
neurology department, and colleagues.

But  smoking  also causes
permanent changes in the structure of
artery walls, and these changes may be
greater in heavy smokers, the authors said
in a journal news release.
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Source: Brain Bleeds More Common in Smokers, Research Shows. Bangkok Post. (Saturday,

June 21, 2014)

Questions (Brain Bleeds More Common in Smokers, Research Shows)

L.

How does brain bleed happen?

According to paragraph 2, what is the result of brain bleeding?

. According to paragraph 4, who has a high tendency of brain bleed?

Are people who are nonsmokers likely to have a brain bleed?

Is it a good thing to smoke cigarettes? Why?
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AEROBICS
FOR THE BRAIN ?

FITNESS EXPERTS PRAISE MINDFULNESS MEDITATION

:DORENE INTERNICOLA:

Fitness experts call it bicep curls for the brain and aerobics for the mind. Whatever the
name, athletes and gym addicts are discovering how mindfulness meditation can entertain

a workout routine and excite a sport performance.

“Mindfulness meditation is a hot
topic actively studied in  sported
medicine,” said Geogory Cherlok, a sports
phycology consultant with the American
college of Sport Medicine.

The art of living in the present
moment is a critical skill in sports, Cherlok
said, because all performance occurs in the
present and failures can lead to muscle
tension, anxiety and mental chatter.

He said recent research indicated
that meditation improved attention and
sharpens impulse control. One 2014 study
published in Phychological Science
journal showed that 15 minutes of focused
breathing meditation may help athletes and
exercisers smarter choices.

Los Angeles-based yoga teacher
Ashley Turner considers the meditation
she has practiced for 18 years a workout
for her mind and emotions. “If I don’t do

it, 1 notice the change,” said Turner,
creator of the DVD Element: Yoga For
Strength & Flexibility.

A 2011 study by Massachusetts
General Hospital researchers indicating
that 30 minutes of daily meditation
resulted in increases grey matter in
hippocampus, an area of the brain
associated with memory and learning, and
a reduction of anxiety and stress.

American Council on Exercise
fitness consultant Jessica Matthews said
while exercise helps to reduce stress,
meditation and yoga breathing techniques
were instrumental in my success of
competing my first marathon last year.
Matthews teaches meditation in her health
classes and she advices students to focus
on each breath to draw awareness back.

“Meditation is not just for the yogi
on the mountain top,” she said.
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Questions (AEROBIC FOR THE BRAIN?)

. Who is Geogory Cherlok?

. What is aerobic for the brain?

. According to paragraph 4, how does a mindfulness meditation help athlete before

competing sports?

. According to paragraph 6, how is a mindfulness meditation good for the brain?

. When will you do a mindfulness meditation? Why?
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Inappropriate social
activities get posted online

Thai social media users have discussed inappropriate manners of middle-aged
and senior women, a group they find most prone to acting selfish toward others in

public.

A Facebook page called “Manut
Pa” or “The Aunties” was opened in
March to let people share images or
experiences in dealing with those aunties.
Several photos are uploaded with the faces
overlaid by cartoon masks. It now has over
38,000 likes on the page.

Besides Facebook, Thai online
forum Pantip.com is also abuzz with topics
related to the behaviours of these aunties.
Pantip user No. 722767 summed it up.
Aunties are women who cut payment
queues at 7-Eleven stores.

They also refer to those who put
their stuff on an adjacent seat or two on
public transport to prevent another from
taking it, he wrote.

As well, one will become an auntie
if she waits on mass transit platforms on
the exit lanes so she can rush in the second
the door opens without waiting for the
passengers inside to get out first. The same
also applies to lifts.

8

In a nutshell, the aunties for
netizens mean those who are inconsiderate
of others. They would regularly cut
queues, using their age as the excuse. They
also like free stuff and will do whatever it
takes to get the most of it.

The administrator of Manut Pa
page posted that one of its members went
to a bank and got his queue number but
when his turn came, a woman appeared out
of nowhere, trying to talk the teller into
serving her. Luckily for him, another teller
saw what was happening and served him.

Amporn Benjapolpitak, director of
Rajanukul Institute of Department of
Mental Health, said Thai society had
changed. Many people are aware of their
rights and they are unwilling to let others
take advantage of them, even though they
are their elders or seniors.

She believes Thai people are still
generous to the elderly but they might not
yield to the aunties who looked healthy
and acted in a selfish way.

Source: Inappropriate Social Activities Get Posted Online. Bangkok Post. (Saturday, June 21,

2014)
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Questions (Inappropriate social activities get posted online)

1. What does “Manut Pa” refer to?

2. Where does the story about Manut Pa come from?

3. What kind of person is “Manut Pa”?

4. Should people be kind to Manut Pa? Why?

5. What would you do if you met Manut Pa in your real life?
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On the SURFACE

MICROSOFT BRINGS OUT A NEW VERSION OF ITS TABLET COMPUTER AND
THE IMPROVEMENTS ARE IMPRESSIVE

A NEW TABLET computer from
Microsoft with better performance than its
predecessor and improved features, the
news 10.6-inch Surface 2 is easy to tote
around with a skinny body that’s just 8.9
mm thick and weighing in at 676
grammes.

Sleek with a magnesium body in
silver, it looks neat either on its own or
when it’s attached to the Surface keyboard
cover, which magnetically latches to the
tablets.

Another improvement is its built-in
kickstand that now has two positions: a 24-
degree angle that’s ideal for desk work and
a 40-degree position that’s good when
you’re typing on your lap.

Surface2 also has better cameras —
1080p compared to the earlier edition’s
720p. And Surface2’s 3.5MP front-facing
camera and SMP rear-facing camera
feature improved low-light performance.

5

Surface2 now runs on Windows
RT 8.1, which offer easier access to your
favorite apps and key controls, more
mouse and keyboard options as well as
simpler ways to find new apps.

It’s also more powerful than the
first edition. This version runs on NVIDIA
Tegra 4 quad-core processor at 1.7 GHz
while the first edition runs on NVIDIA
Tegra 3 quad-core processor at 1.4 GHz.
Both editions have 2 gigabyte of RAM or
working memory.

Another nice improvement is the
display. Surface2 now features 1080p
resolution of 1920 x 1080 pixels compared
to 720p resolution of the first edition,
which has 1366 x 768 pixels.

The new Surface also provides
easier access to its microSDXC card slot
for extra storage and easier file transfer

Source: On the Surface. Bangkok Post. (Saturday, June 21, 2014)
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Questions (On the Surface)

. What is Surface2?

. What are the differences between Surfacel and Surface2?

. According to paragraph 3, how does kickstand work?

. Is Surface2 appropriate with young children? Why?

. Would you like to buy Surface2? Why?
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Witte, J. (2008). Food for life. Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson.
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The Use of Graphic Organizers to Enhance the Critical Thinking Ability of
Gifted Students

inyig wauAadl’
Penphan Phattanasil
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Panida Sukseemuang
Abstract

The aims of this study were to investigate the improvement of critical thinking
ability and to examine factors of graphic organizers construction. The subjects of this
study were 24 gifted students of M.5 who took a critical reading course at a school in
one of the southern provinces of Thailand. Fifteen graphic organizers lesson plans,
a critical thinking test, graphic organizers and a graphic organizers questionnaire were
developed to collect data. The results revealed that the critical thinking ability of gifted
students was significantly improved at the level of .01. During the 15-week graphic
organizers instruction, the results also showed that graphic organizers helped students
on reading comprehension and thinking. In contrast, designing graphic organizers for
easily understanding and unclear about the text were problems. The study suggests that
longer instruction was needed to help gifted students improve their critical thinking

ability through graphic organizers progressively.

Key words: graphic organizers, critical thinking ability, gifted students
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the critical reading ability of gifted students after 15-week
graphic organizers instruction and to explore which critical reading ability was performed outstandingly.
The participants in this study consisted of 24 gifted students in matthayom 5 taking a critical reading
course in a large-size school in a southern border province. The instruments were a 15-week graphic
organizers lesson plan and a critical reading test.

The findings revealed that the critical reading ability of gifted students was significantly
improved at the level of .01 (t=-23.06) after taking a critical reading test. Moreover, most gifted
students performed considerably well on identifying author’s purposes, inferences, and understanding

the setting. The critical reading ability that gifted students achieved least was exemplification and
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drawing conclusions. The recommendations for further study were providing longer graphic organizers
instruction for critical reading ability participants who could not perform well and selecting critical

reading passages that suited students’ levels and needs.

Keywords: Critical Reading, Graphic Organizers, Gifted Students
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