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Title The Study of Nang Talung (the Shadow Theatre of Southern Thailand)
for Developing art products of Multiculturalism
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Nang Talung or the Shadow Theatre of Southern Thailand used to be very
popular in the past. At present, Nang Talung is less popular and perhaps will
disappear in the near future. Seeing the importance of this traditional art form, the
researcher conducted a study with 3 objectives: 1) to study the history of Nang
Talung and to find ideas to apply to making art products 2) To apply some of the
Nang Talung making techniques into visual art techniques such as painting, sculpture,
print-making, photography, computer graphics and installation 3) To produce art
works of mixed media title’s “Multiculturalism.”

From this study, the researcher used some information to make the art
production out of the Nang Talung. All the art works were done in mixed media
method combined with the Nang Talung making style of the south. Finally the art
works were exhibited for the public for one month at the Art Education Gallery,
Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus. All art works were commented by the
art educator professors using Jean A. Mitler

The results of this study were: 1) Nang Talung performance was a high art
and worthy to be deserved. It has been influenced by other nations such as India,
Indonesia and Cambodia. The Thai has been adapted Nang Talung to fit in with local
Thai wisdom. In the past the most popular story for performance is Ramayana. The
designs were images of angels and demons. 2) The Nang Talung making techniques
were applied into visual art techniques such as painting, sculpture, print-making,

photography, computer graphics and installation 3) To produce art works of mixed



media title’s “Multiculturalism,” there were 57 pieces of art works , developed in 8
designed groups: 1) Harmony, total 8 pieces, using local music and local dance as
symbols to make people happy 2) Peaceful Religions, total 7 pieces, using religions
(Muslim and Buddhist) as ways to acts 3) Unity, total 7 pieces, using religions as ways
of live and help people stay peacefully with each other 4) Nationalities, total 7
pieces, using human connections from differences believes in order to stay together
happily 5) Identities, total 7 pieces, using languages as symbols of connection 6)
Tradition, total 6 pieces, using traditional cultures as tools to make people stay
happy together 7) Reconciliation, total 7 pieces, using social activities to help
people working together 8) Good Society, total 7 pieces, using social activities for
people in different religions, traditions, identities and cultures to share ideas,

thoughts and living styles.



