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A Research Project to Study the Educational Policies for Culturally Diverse Students of

Public Primary Schools in the Three Southernmost Provinces of Thailand
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Abstracts

This research aimed at examining the educational polices for culturally diverse students
of public primary schools in the three southernmost provinces and see if the jurisdiction of
" schools, schools’ academic reputation, ratio of Buddhist and Muslim students in schools and
the area where schools are located are significantly related to schools’ educational policies.
The sample consisted of 271 public primary schools in the three southernmost provinces.
Questionnaire was used as a data collecting tool. Percentage and Chi-square were used in data
analysis.

The research found that:

1) More than 90 percent of schools in the study had policies for school uniform, school
lunch, school holiday, curriculum, teaching methods, and languages used in schools, that took
students’ cultural backgrounds into concerns and were congruent with multicultural education
practices. However, few schools have polices on practices related to Buddhism, For example,
few schools (20.2%) had Buddhist praying rooms. Few schools (20.5%) held activities on
Buddhist festive days. Few schools (20.9%) had activities on Teacher respect day. Few schools
(23%) had Buddhist studies class. The reason might be that the students in the schools were all
or mostly Muslims.

2) Among all the independent variables, ratio of Buddhist and Muslim students in
schools was significantly relate to échools' education policies for culturally diverse students in
all aspects at p<.01 and p<.05 except for policies on curriculum and teaching methods.

This can be concluded that schools’ education policies for culturally diverse students vary
depending on the cultures of students who are the majority in schools. According to
multicultural education practices, doing so is not wrong. However, although the schools are
monoculture, they still have an obligation to teach their students to know several cultures in

order to live in a culturally diverse society.



