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ABSTRACT

The aimed of qualitative study was to explore and describe the lives and the
identities of perioperative nurses. The participants totally 12 were recruited at the operating
room from the tertiary care hospital in Southern, Thailand. The data were collected from
April, 2013 to April, 2014 by interview and observation and narrative as well. Data were
interpreted by narrative analysis method.

The results showed that the content of the data was interpreted into two
themes overall, life and identity of perioperative nurses. Life of operative nurse always
emphasizes and focuses on the proficient of specific areas, thatnurses are required to
develop both competency and knowledge. Challenges in operating room are distinct from
other wards. Therefore, teamwork is necessary to achieve successful in operation.

The other theme was identity of operative nurses. Nurses demonstrate a
variety of identities, which involved with the power of the hierarchy and the social
interaction. Nurse identities were changed and shifted in order to gain authority and
negotiate on the role and duty. The typical of characteristic of perioperative nurse was able

to shift and could be flexible to create a sense of unity.
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