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ABSTRACT

The research on “Negotiation of the Meaning of Female Night Singers”
was a study based on the concept of discourse, semiotic, and social space missions,
aiming at studying the negotiation of meaning of female night singers. The areas
studied were night pubs in downtown Hat Yai, where Niphat-uthit Road 3 crosses
Thammanoonvithi Road, in Hat Yai, Songkhla. The data collected were gathered by
interviews and participatory observations of the main informants who were female
night singers.

The study found that female singers were under certain negative
social values. The singers themselves tried to divert such perspectives into positive
aspects, opposing and negotiating by employing various factors in the contexts,
namely, area context, time context and context of being females, to empower the
negotiation. The negotiation of female night singers, hence, resulted through the
process of interaction among people or groups of people and in turn produced the
new meaning away from the existing one via self-defining and self-presentation.

The female singers had presented their identities and defined themselves as
a result of social and self expectations and through interaction in negotiation with
various people in order to fight. They refused to hold fast to the value seal which
acted like social prison and hoped to carry on with the occupation of female singers

with human dignity and equality of being mankind.
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