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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore parental expectations of the early
childhood education system of private schools in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province. The data
analysis of this qualitative study was carried out through interpreting the data emphasizing
important topics covering the content obtained from interviews with primary informants.

The study on parental expectations of the early childhood education system of
private schools in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province revealed that parents were very worried
about their children’s education due to the rapid social change that had resulted in high
competition among children starting from their kindergarten education. For example, if they
wanted to attend a famous school, they would have to take an entrance examination. In addition,
studying nowadays is more difficult than in the past as children have to learn and do activities
above the level that is suitable for their age. For example, Kindergarten 1 students have to be able
to read all the Thai and English alphabets accurately; they have to be able to read, write, and
count. For Kindergarten 2 students, they have to be able to read and write words, and to add and
subtract single digit numbers. For Kindergarten 3 students, they have to be able to read and write
sentences; to read a tale or a passage, and to add and subtract single-digit, two-digit, and three-
digit numbers. It can be seen that what kindergarten students are required to learn will be learned
again when they are in Grade 1. Therefore, parents have to adapt themselves to the social
situation. It was found that parental expectations of their children and schools were in eight
aspects as follows: 1. academic aspect, 2. social aspect and school’s reputation, 3. foreign
language, 4. buildings and ground, and environment, 5. safety in the school compound,
6. teachers, especially at the early childhood teachers, 7. teaching and learning media, and
8. nutrition for early childhood children. The parental expectations were resulted from their

concerns and worries about the future of the children who grew up in such changing society.
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