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Abstract

The purpose of the research was to survey of shipyards in southern Thailand for
occupational health management and to study a vivid opaque lead oxide (Pb,0,) for the use of
boat repairing work, to get rid of waste and lead stain in the factory, including workers’ aspect
and workers’ health care behavior that might concerned the way to receive and distribute lead.
From the comprehensive survey of the boat repairing factories, all boat repairing factories were
registered at Industrial Factory Department. All features of work concerned wooden boat
repairing (boat size more than 14 meters or contain more than 20 tones gross) in southern
Thailand and use supervisors , head mechanics and workers by interview method.

The research stated that there were 63 shipyards in southern Thailand,
11 provinces excluding Phatthalung, Yala and Narathiwas (non-shipyard). There were 17
shipyards in Nakon-sri-thammarat (more than everywhere else). All shipyard used lead oxide
(Pb,0,) for repairing and building and 84% was the dust of vivid opaque lead oxide (Pb,0,).
2% of workers used sometime chemical masks and gloves that unappreciated equipment .
38% of shipyard used the vivid opaque lead oxide (Pb,0,) about 5-6 kilograms per a boat.
Thus, the total of the lead used in southern Thailand was 25,762 kilograms per year. A total of
595 workers were interviewed, 76% male, 82% caulker and 95% of workers was employed
daily, 54% of workers smokes in boatyard area, 90% of workers did not take a bath or change
their clothes before going back home.

So workers should received health education about hazard of lead they use
for boat repairing, because it not only affects workers’ health, their family members

but also causes pollution in their community and surrounding environment.
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