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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to investigate the change taking place in Chedi
Neam Community, Ranot District, Songkhla Province that had affected the farmers’
way of life and food security, and to seek ways to revive and conserve rice fields in
Chedi Ngam Community in Ranot District, Songkhla Province. Key informants were
rice farmers, farmers who grew rice occasionally, and other farmers who were not
rice farmers. Secondary informants were people in other occupations, village
headmen, Buddhist monks, children in the community, and related academics and
government officials. The data were collected using in-depth interviews, non-
participatory observations, focus group discussions, and related documents.

The study found that (1) many rice farmers in Chedi Ngam
Community, Ranot District, Songkhla Province had changed their occupation because
of the opening of Pak Rawa, the waterway that connects the lake and the sea
allowing seawater to flow in rice fields making the soil unsuitable for rice growing.
Other causes were found to be migration, and higher levels of education attained by
locals, which enabled them to change their occupations from being rice farmers to
other occupations that could bring them more income. (2) The level of household
food security in Chedi Neam Community was found to be low because the change of
rice fields, which was mainly caused by changes of resources and seasons, affected

the way of rice farmers’ life and decreased the rice-growing area.
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research. Objective to study about the changes
of rice in Tambon Chedi Ngam Ranod District Songkhla province by using in-depth
interviews, focus groups and participant observation and participation. with study the
documents and related research. Then bring the data to classification, analysis,
synthesis and reporting results by descriptive research.

The results showed that the changing from rice field to palm garden or resort
of Chedi Ngam district residents Ranot district, Songkhla province is a major cause
greatly change the lifestyle of the community to change dramatically. Many people
are frustrated by the losses in the area of farming. Some people are fulfillment and
success because the palm can grow yield better by use of knowledge and expertise
in the oil palm plantation. Then the results are differences in social change,
economy and culture both positive and negative.

This implied an agriculturally is important crops in Thailand very much. But
now the breadbasket of southern dwindled to very tolerable and values to grow
palms together. And the future, we may have to buy rice from neighboring countries
to eat well because strange enough. Why Thailang goverments do not encourage
Thailand farmers "The backbone of the nation" as a grain of rice to grow rice,
processing, make the high price of rice. etc. In the future if Thailand Goverments do

not help Thailand farmers; The children will learn how to grow rice. and will see
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pictures of rice field, farm tools etc in textbooks | think it was sad for farmers

Thailand.
Keywords: Ranod rice field, Way of life, Globalization
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to investigate the rice farmers’ changing
way of life in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province. The data
were collected through in-depth interviews with 15 informants consisting of rice
farmers, community leaders, people in the community, and related officials; focus
group discussions with groups of 3 -5 rice farmers;, and non-participatory
observations. The data were then analyzed and synthesized before a descriptive
report was written.

The results of the study revealed that the main problem was the effects from
opening Rawa Bay, the waterway that connects the lake and the sea allowing
seawater to flow in rice fields that causes floods and soil infertility. Another problem
has brought capitalism in commercial farming to the area forcing rice farmers to
convert their rice fields to oil palm plantations or vegetable gardens or tourist
accommodation facilities or leaving them deserted. These are important causes of
the changing way of life of people in the community. Some of them have changed
their way of life in successful ways while others failed. As a result, they are different
economically, socially, and in their living.

Rice has been a staple food for people in the community for a long time.
Therefore, turning rice fields into other economic activities has inevitably affected the
rice farmers’ way of life. Thus, stakeholders in the community must realize and try
to find ways to cope with the change and to build sustainable community food

security.

Keywords: rice fields in Ranot, changing, way of life, globalization
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to investigate the rice farmers’
changing way of life in Chedi Neamm Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province.
The data were collected through in-depth interviews with 15 informants consisting of
rice farmers, community leaders, people in the community, and related officials;
group discussions with 3 -5 rice farmers; and non-participatory observations. The

data were then analyzed and synthesized before a descriptive report was written.

The results of the study revealed that the main problem was the
effects from opening Rawa Bay, the waterway that connects the lake and the sea
allowing seawater to flow in rice fields that causes floods and soil infertility. Another
problem is the government policy on rice pledging scheme that has brought
capitalism in commercial farming to the area forcing rice farmers to convert their rice
fields to oil palm plantations or vegetable gardens or tourist accommodation
facilities or leaving them deserted. These are important causes of the changing way
of life of people in the community. Some of them have changed their way of life in
successful ways while others failed. As a result, they are different economically,

socially, and in their living.

*Master student in Human and Social Development, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla
University, Hat Yai, Thailand
aLecturer, Ph.D. Department of Educational Foundation, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla
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Rice has been a staple food for people in the community for a long
time. Therefore, turning rice fields into other economic activities has inevitably
affected the rice farmers’ way of life. Thus, stakeholders in the community must
realize and try to find ways to cope with the change and to build sustainable

community food security.

Keywords: rice fields in Ranod, changing, way of life, globalization

INTRODUCTION

“Rice” can be considered a staple food for people worldwide.
Thailand, in particular, has attached importance to rice and consumed rice as the
staple food from the past until now. Rice is intertwined with traditions and cultures
of people for many thousands of years and remains the same, especially to local
culture. Thais still give importance to rice as ever before. The people who produce
rice to feed the world are “rice farmers” who deserve praise but they are never
praised as many people overlook them. “Rice farmers” are regarded as the nation’s
backbone, and rice farming is an honest occupation (Phitaya Arunphong, 2008).

Presently, changes in rice farming and rice farmers in Thailand are in
accordance with the changing direction of agriculture and rural areas in Southeast
Asia as agricultural activities play an increasingly less important role. This change can
be seen from deserted rice fields, and from the fact that rice farming cannot be the
only income source for any household any longer even intensive rice farming from
which the producer expects to earn sufficient income (Chalita Banthuwong, 2013).
Nevertheless, converting rice fields to other commercial plantations is an effort of
people struggling to earn sufficient income from the agriculture sector. What is
happening to rice farming and rice farmers nowadays is so far away from the idealistic
image that is desirable in the viewpoint of NGOs, civil society, and government
organizations that emphasize the self-reliance production system but it is not the

viewpoint of farmers who do rice farming.
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Originally, people in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla
Province operated rice farming as their main occupation which was conducted in a
traditional way using physical strength of humans and animals like cows and buffalos
to plough the field, pull rice, thrash rice, and they used rainwater, water from water
sources, canals, and Songkhla Lake. Ranod has two local types of trees commonly
found around this area, namely, sugar palms and bamboos. It is said or referred to
by people elsewhere that “Ranod has nothing but bamboos and sugar palms”.
There is also beautiful nature with an atmosphere of the rice field with sugar palms
lining on the ridge of the field; there are fish in freshwater and rice in the field.
Consequently, the slogan of Ranod District is “The land of golden rice fields,
abundant sugar palms, legendary pagodas, vast area of shrimp farms” (Somyot
Thungwa, Sirichit Thungwa, and Anuwat Phanthong, 2001), and people living in Chedi
Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province are part of the district’s slogan
(Wimon Damsri, 2002). However, nowadays, rice farmers in the community have
reduced their rice farming activities due to various problems, and as a result, some
areas that used to be rice fields have been abandoned or turned to other kinds of
plantations. Some areas have been converted to oil palm plantations or vegetable
gardens, and others have been turned into accommodation facilities for tourists in

hope to add value to the field and gain some income.

From the abovementioned, it can be seen that the rice farmers’ way
of life in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province has changed as
globalization comes along such as community, space, occupation, way of life etc.
The researchers, therefore, are interested in exploring the causes of the change that
has made rice farmers’ way of life change amidst g¢lobalization. The results of the
study can benefit people and youths in the community, government and private
organizations as well as other related organizations in providing assistance and

improving rice farming to maintain its status in society as it has always been.
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OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

To investigate the rice farmers’ changing way of life amidst

globalization

METHODS OF THE STUDY

This study aimed to investigate the changing way of life of rice farmers
in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province as globalization comes
along. The data were gathered through in-depth interviews with 15 informants
consisting of rice farmers, community leaders, people in the community, and related
officials; group discussions with 3 -5 rice farmers; and non-participatory observations.
The data were then analyzed and synthesized before a descriptive report was

written.

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

The causes of the changing in the rice farmers’ way of life in Chedi
Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province (Figure 1) amidst globalization

were found to be as follows.
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Figure 1 Map of Ranot District

Source: https://maps.google.co.th

1. The factor of the environment and natural resources—Because rice
farmers in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province who have
approximately 10,000 Rai of rice field (Figure 2) face with the problem of freshwater
shortages for rice farming due to high salinity of the water from Songkhla Lake
pumped into the rice fields. As a result, the rice plants die and the soil becomes
acidic which makes it impossible for farmers to grow rice for many years. The
irrigation system is available but it is no use because water from the Gulf of Thailand
with high salinity fluxes in the lake making it salty which also affects the ecological
system of the lake. The main problem is the effect from opening Rawa Bay, the
waterway that connects the lake and the sea (Figure 3). From the traditional way of
life in living with wisdom, rice farmers are led astray by business people and
capitalists in so many different ways that make farmers follow capitalism and
consumerism. Consequently, some rice farmers have been made bankrupt because
their rice yields decreased and the price of rice was low. Therefore, they convert
their rice fields into oil palm plantations (Figure 4), rubber plantations, vegetable
gardens, and accommodation facilities for tourists. As a result, the area that
produces carbohydrates that are vital needed for human existence, has been lost, as

it is said by key informants



116

“..flood is frequent, soil changes, yields

decreased and not worth the investment...”

“..Itis flood in the field. The rice is damage

Soil is fertility. So it make me more debt...”

“...The people are insolvent because they can
grow a few rice and the price of rice is cheaper.

Then they will change occupation...”

“..Itis flood. It makes me more loss.

Then we grow vegetables instead of rice.

We got more money...”

(Interviewer, 2013)

N

Figure 2: A rice field in Ranod

Source: A photo taken by the researcher on 15 May 2014
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Figure 3: A flooded rice field

Source: A photo taken by the researcher on 5 October 2014

Figure 4: An oil palm plantation replacing a rice field

Source: A photo taken by the researcher on27 June 2014

2. The factor of migration—Because the population of rice farmers in
Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province has increased, areas of
land used for agriculture and other occupations have decreased and not sufficient
for people’s needs. Resources have become limited resulting in people migrating to
work in other areas. In the past, the number of rice farmers was small compared
with large areas of rice field making it sufficient to feed everyone in the family.
However, nowadays the number of household members has increased while the
area of rice fields remains the same resulting in inadequate income for the family. In

addition to this, globalization has come to change the community from rural to semi-
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urban. Some people in the community move out to work in other occupations such
as government servant, factory worker, company employee, or doing odd jobs as

reflected by an informant

“...Social is develop. Descendants are out of
community. It is more comfortable than grow

rice in the field...”

“...There are many descendants. They are go out
of community. The descendants send money to
their parents. So their parents didn’t grow rice

in the field...”

“...There are more people in the community;
there are less agricultural land and land for

other occupations ...”

“...There are many occupations to do and more

comfortable than grow rice in the field and they will

get more many when they change occupation...”

(Interviewer, 2013)
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3. The factor of diversified occupations in which traditional wisdom is
used and those which come with globalization—The study found that people in
Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province have many different
occupations such as agriculture, fishing, and factories. Because of globalization,
people in the community have to go out of the community to work as one

informant said

“... Working in the factory we will get more
money. We don’t tried because in the factory

has machine to help in the work...”

“...Fewer people in the community do rice
farming. People turn to other occupations
outside the community such as working

as government officials and factory

employees...”

(Interviewer, 2013)

4. The factor of children’s education that comes with globalization—
For rice farming to maintain its existence, passing it down to the younger generations
is necessary. The study found that children of most rice farmers do not continue the
rice farming occupation because they do not have the knowledge of rice farming and
are not interested in doing it. People of younger generations who go to work outside
the community see a more modern world would rather work in occupations of their

own interest. Thus, the rice fields owned by their parents and grandparents are for
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rent to others who want to do rice farming or for conversion to accommodation

facilities for tourists (Figure 5). One of the informants said

“...Now we don’t ¢o to our rice
farm anymore because nobody
in the family does it any longer.
Buying rice to eat is much more

convenient and better...”

“..In - my house we buy rice at
the shop. There aren’t people grow
rice in the field. Buying rice is more

comfortable than grow rice...”

“...My parents don’t teach how to grow
rice in the field and get rice in the field.
| learn how to grow rice in the field and

get rice in the field from the pictures at school..."

(Interviewer, 2013)

At the same time, it was found that education affected rice farming as
children of rice farmers do not continue the occupation and it is because of rice
farmers themselves. Most of them want their children to have higher education, at

least, at the bachelor’s degree level so that they can become government officials
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or teachers, or other occupations that they can hold a high position or that they can
be a boss. They do not want their children to be rice farmers who have to work
hard under the sun and being exposed to strong winds like them. If their children
can have a better choice, they do not want them to be rice farmers. If they are too
old to do rice farming or they have no children to continue doing it, they rent out

their farming lands to others to do it as said by one informant

“...Now | am studying at school. | can’t
grow rice in the field and get rice in the
field. If | grow rice in the field the sun make

me black skin. | don’t like that...”

“...In Thai society nowadays, you must
be highly educated so that you can be

a boss...”

“...I send the children go out community
and they get high to education. They will
be bosses and come back to develop

grow up community...”

(Interviewer, 2013)
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Figure 5: A rice field-turned resort

Source: A photo taken by the researcher on 15 May 2014

It can be said that, the fact that people in Chedi Ngam Community,
Ranod District, Songkhla Province convert their rice farming lands to oil palm
plantations or accommodation facilities for tourists is the important cause of the
change in their way of living. Many people in the community are disappointed with
a loss in converting their rice farms to other plantations while some were successful
with their oil palm plantations because they have knowledge and skills in growing
them and that made a difference in terms of social, economic and cultural change

whether positively and negatively.

As can be seen, the rice field is regarded as the important source of
staple food for Thailand. However, the principal source of rice in the southern part
of Thailand has considerably decreased with a growth of popularity for oil palms. In
the future, Thailand may have to buy rice from its neighboring countries for
consumption. So, why does Thailand not support and promote Thai rice farmers
who are “the backbone of the country” by, for example, providing rice seeds,
supporting rice growing, setting rice prices, etc.? Undoubtedly, if Thailand does not
promote and support rice farmers, the future generations will have to learn how to

grow rice only from textbooks.
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CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla Province is a
community where a large number of rice fields have been converted to other types
of commercial plantations. One of the causes of such conversions is opening Rawa
Bay, the waterway that connects the lake and the sea allowing seawater to flow in
the rice field, and as a result, rice can no longer be grown in the field for it is salty.
Another cause is migration of local people. When people have more education,
they change their occupations. They try to replace rice farming with other activities
to earn more income. This is in accordance with a study by Chen, Q. abc Qiong et al.
(2013) that explored farmers’ perception to farmland conversion in Xining, Qinghai
Province, China and found that farmland conversion was a result of drought that
affected many farmers who gradually adapted to city life where the cost of living is
higher as well as their income. Moreover, farmers who had no farmland had
economic problem and life pressures. Therefore, the local government need to paid
more attention to increase farmers’ income and improve the rural security system. It
is also in line with Vu Hoang Linh’ s (2012) study on efficiency of rice farming
households in Vietnam that found the number of rice farming households decreased
because people in the community had more education and sought after education
outside the community. Climate change was also found to be another cause of
farmland conversion (Ronning Asle, 2012; Paul Brown, 2013) because climate change
results in shortages of water for rice farming while sometimes in some countries
farmlands are flooded. Nevertheless, in some areas when globalization comes along,
it has good effects on them. For example, the developed education system in
Russia results in more prosperity for Russia. Globalization also makes more varieties
of agricultural markets emerge in Australia (Lynda Cheshire and Michael Woods, 2013)

resulting in better economy for the country.

However, rice farmers’ changing way of life was mainly caused by the

changes in resources and seasons resulting in fewer rice farmers and farmlands.
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Therefore, stakeholders in the community must realize and try to find ways to cope

with the changes, and to promote sustainable community food security.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Recommendations acquired from this study are that community
leaders, and related organizations should encourage people to have participation in
preserving and reviving rice farming to maintain the number of rice farming lands.
Policy should be formed to support people in the community to continue the

occupation of rice farming.

2. A recommendation for further studies is that preservation and
revival of rice farming should be studied to provide guidelines for establishment of

rice farming preservation groups.
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