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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were to examine factors contributing to the
peaceful coexistence of Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims and to study the guidelines
for maintaining relations between Buddhist residents and Malay-Muslim residents in Sai
Khao subdistrict, Khok Pho district, Pattani, which served as a means of the community
protection during the unrest that has started in the three southernmost border provinces
since 2004. Data in this qualitative research were gathered using the collecting of
related documents, in-depth interviews of 25 purposively selected samples, including
Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims in Sai Khao subdistrict, who took important roles in
the communities and had knowledge of the communities, non-participant observation,
and community exploration. The study indicated that social capital based on values
system contributing to the peaceful coexistence included (1) public consciousness, and
(2) mutual dependence that can be closely linked to the history of living in coexistence
between Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims, which was passed down to the next
generation through narratives. Other tangible social capital included (1) natural
resources capital generating sufficient incomes; (2) the rotation of Buddhist subdistrict
headmen and Malay-Muslim headmen since the past which helped balance the power
and decrease conflicts between Buddhist residents and Malay-Muslim residents;
(3) human capital consisting of community leaders taking important roles in developing
communities and promoting cooperation among people; (4) bonding social capital
creating feelings of closeness and intimacy between the Buddhist residents who
accepted that they were descended from their Malay ancestors and the Malay-Muslim

residents; and (5) cultural capital such as the use of southern dialect as a means of



communication leading to mutual understanding and certain mutual beliefs that
established connection between the two groups of people as reflected through their
ways of living.

Moreover, in order to maintain relations between Buddhist residents and
Malay-Muslim residents during the ongoing unrest in the three southern border
provinces, Sai Khao community applied the model of reconciliation of people of different
ethnic groups.The model of reconciliation consisted of (1) the compromise of the
community leaders, (2) the explanation to people about the unrest situations in the area,
(3) the adjustment of Thai Buddhists in Sai Khao subdistrict, and (4) the collaboration
between the communities and networks in organizing activities that fostered good
relationships and harmony in public spheres on suitable occasions. These were

considered effective ways leading to the sustainable co-existence.
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