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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the situations of French teaching and
learning in secondary schools in the fourteen southern provinces of Thailand, 2) the needs
to learn French in higher education of high school students from the fourteen southern
provinces, and 3) trends in French language teaching and learning in higher education in the
southern region of Thailand. The samples were 549 high school students learning French in
the second semester of 2009 academic year from 32 secondary schools in the fourteen
southern provinces. Multistage sampling including purposive sampling and random sampling
was employed in the first and second stages respectively. A questionnaire was used as a
research instrument.

The research findings showed that the students studying French in grade 4, 5 and 6
in the fourteen southern provinces were mostly female (75.42%), and only 24.57% were
male students. All of them thought that English and Chinese were the most important
foreign languages in Thailand (X= 4.90 and 4.40), while French and Japanese languages were
very important'(f= 3.74 and 3.63). They learned French because of many reasons: they
liked France and French language and cultures (66.1%), they needed French as a
background for their higher education (60.4%); they regarded French language advantageous
in finding jobs and their future occupations (60.4%), and they were not capable of learning
science and mathematics (52.0%). Most of them preferred to study French cultures (X=
4.39). The students developed French skills by listening to French music (79.1%), self-
learning via the Internet such as online tutorials, exercises, etc. (52.1%) and watching French
movies (45.0 %) respectively.

The study also discovered that 36.87% of the students learning French in grade 4, 5
and 6 in the fourteen southern provinces wanted to learn French in higher education, while
53.11% of them were uncertain. The students wanted to learn French in higher education
because of different reasons: they required more knowledge about this language for their
further study (59.0%); they liked the language and its cultures (56.2%), and they thought of
its benefits to their future occupations (52.5). As for French courses offered in the university,
the study revealed that the students expected the universities to provide the courses
focusing on translation and interpretation (X=4.46), diplomacy (¥=4.42), tourism and hotel
(X=4.43), language and grammar (¥=4.28), business and commerce (¥=4.12) and French for

teachers (X=4.17) at a high level. Concerning French courses at Prince of Songkla University,



57.08% of the students wanted to study this language at Had Yai Campus because the
campus was not far from their hometown (79.05%) and was well-known (59.12%). 36.14%
of them stated that they preferred to live in the South, while 35.13% of the students did

not concern about the violence in the three southern bordering provinces of Thailand.
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