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Abstract

The objective of the research on Ethnic Relations in the Border of Thailand-Malaysia are; 1)
to study ethnic relations between Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims, 2) to study the process of
cultural assimilation between the two ethnic groups, 3) to examine the process of cultural
acceptance between the two groups, 4) to investigate the process of political participation of the
two, 5) to find out the process of educational participation of each of them, and 6) to study the

impacts of ethnic relations on the stability, security and peace of Thailand-Malaysia border areas.

The research is the qualitative one conducted through direct observation, focus group talks,
and through interview. The direct observation was carried out by choosing and appointing the Thai
Buddhist and Malay Muslims communities of the border areas three each, assamples for the
research study. The first four communities, two Thai Buddhist and another two Malay Muslim, are
Thai, located near to each other and mutually have ethnic relations. They are at Tak Bai District in
Narathiwas Province. The other two communities, one Thai Buddhist and other Malay Muslims,

selected for the study are in state of Kelantan, Malaysia.

The research is the ethnographical one which studies both the Malay Muslim and Thai

Buddhist ethnic groups, and was conducted in a period at of one year.

The research resulted in finding that;

1.The relations between Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims have been very long and based
on good neighbourhood. This generated a cultural acceptance (assimilation) between them aithough
their ethnicity, language, religion, and other cultures are different from each other. Each of them
gave and took between them in terms of their language. They held each other on high esteem. This
cordial kind of interactions between the two different communities led to the sincere cooperation

and solidarity between them, based on cultural diversity.

2.There were cultural assimilations such as inter-cthnic marriages between the Thai
Buddhists and Malay Muslims, ect., leading to mutual understanding, optimistic attitude toward each
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other, mutual respect between the two ethnic groups, apart from creating good relations among the

relatives of those inter-marriage families.

3.The political relations between the two communities are different at various levels. At

local level, the two more positive and cooperate in political activities than at national one.

4 Education atall level can take a good part in building and sustaining good relations
between the Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims. At Kinderkarten level, the inculcation of biiateral
relations between the two ethnic communities is the best in the sensc that it can more easily pave
the way to their intimate friendship and mutually cultural acceptance in future. At graduate level,
the education is able to bring a high level inter-ethnic relations between the two groups iﬁto
existence, creat a sense of responsibility in their minds, make them feel responsible for themselves
and their societies, understand ways of life, help widen their vision and enhance their leadership
capability, similarly it was found that both of the ethnic communities could apply various sciences

they learnt in developing good relations between ethnic and social groups.

The research also found that the ethnic or racial awareness of Thai Buddhists and Malay
Muslims has no linkage with their national (state) awareness. For example, The Thai Buddhist in
Malaysia still have close relation with Malaysia where they were born and settled down. Aithough
they are aware of being Thai in terms of their ethnicity. In a similar manner the Malay Muslims
at Tak Bai Disrtrict, Narathiwas Province, being aware of their original Malay ethnicity, stick to
their motherland, and are loyal to Thailand as its patriotic citizens. It can be said that the
performance and management of Thai Buddhists and Malay Muslims relations in a positive manner
can generate and sustain good relations between the two which will lead to stabilizing the national

in future.
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