Acknowledgements

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisor, Emeritus Prof. Dr. Don
McNeil for his valuable assistance, helpful guidance on this thesis and inspiring me to
undertake Ph.D. study. I have been fortunate to have an advisor who gave me the
freedom to explore on my own study for the purpose of making me reach my fullest
potential in this study. My co-supervisor, Asst. Prof. Dr. Nittaya McNeil, has been
always there to give me suggestions. Also grateful thanks to Asst. Prof. Dr. Chamnein
Choonpradub, Asst. Prof. Dr. Apiradee Lim, Asst. Prof. Dr. Phattrawan
Tongkumchum, and Ph.D. students for more than two years we were working

together.

| am grateful to Prof. Dr. Graham Wood, Prof. Dr. Timothy E.O’Brien, Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Seppo Karila and Greig Rundle for their suggestions and also assisting my
English. I would like to acknowledge the University of Warwick, UK, for supporting
me during my academic visit from August to September, 2013, also Graduate School,

Prince of Songkla University, for funding this study.

Suree Chooprateep



