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Abstract

The study on Khlong Chamrai: The Dynamics of Resource Management
by the Community aimed to investigate the dynamics of resource management by
the community in Khok Muang Sub-district, Khlong Hoi Khong District, Songkhla
Province. The data of this qualitative study were collected from related documents
and data from the field through interviewing two groups of informants. (1) key
informants in the community who were core leaders in the management of Khlong
Chamrai, and villagers who played important roles in the management, and (2) key
informants from outside the community who were officials of the Thailand Research
Fund, the Local Research Section, (TRF, Songkhla Province). Additionally, the data
were collected from participatory and non-participatory observations, and the data

were then analyzed and concluded.

The results of the study revealed that the resource management by
the community of villagers in Khok Muang Sub-district was divided into two phases.
Phase 1 was from 1994 to 2007 during which the operation was based on community
participation and villagers gather themselves to be a driving force for the
management of Khlong Chamrai. [t started from a meeting to discuss and exchange
villagers’ opinions followed by a decision to build dams to solve the problem.
Together, they built five dams from sand bags but the dams could store water for
only one year because they could not withstand the fast-flowing water in the rainy
season. Phase 2 was from 2008 to 2011 during which the operation was based on
community participation with assistance from an outside organization. Research took
place in the community and eight dams were built with sad bags and concrete.
Activities for conservation and revival of Khlong Chamrai were organized such as
wastewater treatment using EM (Effective Microorganism) balls, merit-making for the
dams, planting trees along Khlong Chamrai, and releasing fish into the Khlong to

restore the balance of nature.
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