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ABSTRACT

Goat has been expected to be an economically important livestock in the south of
Thailand. Presently the Royal Thai Government promotes household to raise goats via various
extension projects targeting for domestic consumption and export opportunity. Basically, goat
raising in Thailand is not different in practices from other types of agriculture in terms of its
small-scale household owned and diversifies activities. This research aims at understanding the
complexities of household level agriculture by investigating its core structure, and classifying
types of goat raisings in combination with other agricultural activities. A sample consisting of 245
farming household was selected for interviews, and an in-depth study of 12 farming systems was
conducted in three villages situated in the area’s dominant agro-ecosystems that were a priori
classified during 2012-2013.

The results from this study revealed that there were 28.9 percent of the sampled
household practicing goat raising alongside with other agriculture. There were 3-6 members in a
household with 1-2 members involved in agriculture. household income was mainly from
agriculture on an average land area of 12.59 rais, comprising of 9.04 rais of rubber plantation,
1.82 rais of paddy land, and other purposes area such as oil palm, fruit trees of almost one rai.
About 22.5 percent of goat raising farmers cultivated sweet corn for sale as fresh bunch while
corn waste was used as feed for goats.

The results from the in-depth study of 12 household showed that there were 14 farming
systems existing in the area. Out of these, there were ten farming systems that had para rubber, oil
palm and fruit trees as their base crops, intercropping with sweet corn, forage crops, banana,

vegetables and other standing trees. The other four systems had annual crops as supplementary,



®)

cultivated as mono-cultivation and intercropping. The system that exhibited the highest net
revenue per day was the system with mono-cultivated sweet corn.

This system and the system with mono-cultivated sweet corn intercropped with para rubber had
the highest ratio of net revenue and operating costs.

For goat raising there were four types from the most to least frequently practiced as semi-
intensive grazing (70.4 percent), fencing with free steps to cage (18.3 percent), cut and carry (5.6
percent), and tethering (5.6 percent).

For the farming systems with goat raising and other agricultural activities, there were
classified into six types. Type 1 was the farming system that raised commercial dairy goats
alongside with other agriculture. Type 2 was commercial goats with economic perennial trees.
Type 3 was emphasized on cultivating economic perennial trees supplemented by a few goats.
Type 4 was the farming system with less land per capita and cultivated para rubber as a main crop
supplemented by sweet corn, forage grass in rubber rows and a few goats. Type 5 was the farming
system with less land per capita, no land for economic standing trees and a few goats. Type 6 was
the farming system that cultivated economic standing trees alongside with intensive sweet corn
and a few goats.

Common characteristics that should be considered and developed with respect to goat
raising for secured production systems in the future are goats’ forage crop management. This
management must be integrated with other agricultural production activities both inside the farms
and from the natural sources. Such management must be compatible with different types of the

identified farming systems.
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ANy @oame (N=71) aidsame (N=174) 391 (N=245)
U Zovay U Zova MW 2o
IR
Taivh 3 42 9 52 12 49
1-10 47 66.2 124 713 172 70.1
11-20 17 23.9 33 19 49 20.1
21-30 4 5 5 2.9 9 3.7
31-40 0 0 2 1.1 2 0.8
>41 0 0 1 0.6 1 0.4
3 71 100 174 100 245 100
mae 9.04 8.26 8.49
ameong 1-3 U lusidwuan
Taivh 52 732 138 79.3 190 77.6
1-2 19 26.8 36 20.7 55 22.4
390 71 100 174 100 245 100
na 0.76 0.79 0.77
Whudwesamenaeng 1-3 1 Hiwuau
Taivh 67 94.4 16 92.5 228 93.1
1-2 1 1.4 2 1.1 3 1.2
3-4 2 2.8 4 23 6 2.4
5-6 0 0 3 1.7 3 1.2
7-8 1 1.4 0 0 1 0.4
>9 0 0 4 23 4 1.6
3 71 100 174 100 245 100
mae 0.23 0.61 0.5
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anmaly L%ﬂQLLWS(N=7 1) AN (N=174) 5IU(N=245)
I Yogny VMW fouaz T Zgyae
FIAIVE101Y 1-3 1 Uity
Taivh 71 100 173 99.4 244 99.6
1.00-2.00 0 0 1 0.6 1 04
33U 1 100 174 100 245 100
Lﬂéﬂ 0 0.02 0.01
Fhuswesaiueaeiy 4-6 1)
Taivh 52 73.2 129 74.1 181 73.9
1-5 11 15.5 32 18.4 43 17.6
6-10 7 9.9 12 6.9 19 7.8
11-15 1 1.4 1 0.6 2 0.8
590 71 100 174 100 245 100
mﬁlﬂ 1.39 1.23 1.27
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