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The Development of Participatory Public Policy Processes to Tackle
Climate Change : A Case Study of Kutao Municipal Area,
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Abstract

The purposes of the study are 1) to study the problem situation caused from climate
change affecting life quality of the people in Kutao municipality and 2) to develop the process of
public policy with participation in order to cope with the impacts from climate change on life
quality. Participatory Action Research was used in research methodology. Quantitative research was
used to study problem situation along with questionnaire at household level, community map,
research document and developmental research. Brainstorming was held 9 times in order to develop
public policy process.

The result was that the problems of climate change the people were coping were
flood and storm with the average of 1-2 times annually in 30 years. Flood and storm caused
damages to properties, the receding of marine lives and economic problems. The increase of sea
level resulted in coastal erosion which affected water quality and draught had impacts on
community health. The riskiest areas were Moo 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. The results had led to participatory
development of public policy process with process integration of linear thinking, negotiation and
discussion in order to create policy’s options and decisions by participating in establishing vision
and seeking for alternative options consistent with the people’s way of life. It was conducted by
analyzing concerning factors of 5 strategies namely 1) water management 2) health support 3)
environment management 4) the support of career and community’s culture and 5) the management
of community. Consequently, alternative public policy would be used to make decision for public
policy by organizing conference for Community Organization Council at district level to

acknowledge consensus. Memorandum of understanding was signed by 12 organizations and “the



®)

scheme of life quality development and community plan to cope with the change of climate
condition of Kutao District, year 2013-2016” was implemented. Moreover, the assessment of public
policy would be done by reporting the performance of cooperative organizations to the conference
of the Community Organization Council at district level subsequently.

The findings from the study were as follows. The process of public policy to cope
with climate change focused on the empowerment of local institutions. There were adjustments to
climate change, particularly in Kutao district; for instance the strategy of water management to
reduce impacts on risky areas, especially in Moo 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. Flood warning system was
developed by community organization participating with local administrative organization and
religious leaders. They joined in to analyze concerning factors, determine methods of warning at
community level, develop alert mechanism, assess the situation and finally everything was
integrated in the scheme of local development. It was found that there were supporting factors such
as the mechanism of center cooperation, the management with good governance, the determination
of steps and methods with participation and flexibility, the access of data and knowledge and formal
and informal communication.

Keywords: Public Policy, Climate Change, Quality of Life
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