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ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed to study major themes in Montri Sriyong’s collection of poems,
Lok Nai Duangta Khaphachao or The World in My Eye, which were powerfully expressed
through the good combination of patterns and contents.

The major themes of Montri Sriyong’s collection of poems reflected the writer’s
criticism of crisis in human existential condition in the advanced but joyless, modern society in
which the contemporary people were incapable of struggling to maintain their humanity.
Problems encountered by people in the modern society included their agonies of loneliness and
isolation resulting from their lack of understanding of reality, self-obsession, their cutting
themselves off from society and all human contact, lack of mutual trust, rejection of differences,
and inability to realize others’ values. The readers’ emotion aroused by the poet served to provoke
thoughts on the impermanence of human existence. The poet also convinced his audience that it
was necessary to hasten to search for the true meaning and purpose of life and to take courage to
confront the reality. The intended messages in this collection of poems reflected philosophical
values through the presentation of the truth of the world and life based on Buddhist principles.

Regarding the relation between the patterns and contents of the poems, it was found
that the poet employed simple language used in everyday conversation, together with the
versification when presenting the contents in forms of internal monologues and conversations
with his readers. There was the use of Buddhist terms in the context relating to the theme of the
impermanence of human life. Symbols and figures of speech were key elements conveying
complicated and intense thoughts and emotion, which could provoke readers into interpreting the
messages of the poems in deeper level. This could be concluded that contradicting elements in the

poems perfectly fitted one another.
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Moreover, the arrangement of the related contents in each chapter could influence
readers’ attitudes and feelings. The grouping of the poems which were arranged into the

collection using rhymes between each chapter also helped create unity in this literary work.
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