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Abstract

The objectives of the study on “The Underground Lottery in Thai Society” were 1) to
investigate the discursive practices used by the nation state in establishing the discourse of
playing the lottery in Thai society; 2) to explore the style and method the underground lottery
responds/refuses the truth of the lottery as being illegal and immoral in Thai society; and 3) to
investigate the space and existence of the underground lottery in Thai society. This qualitative
research analyzed documents related to the underground lottery and interviewed 22 informants
who were related to the underground lottery, and the results of the study were presented through
descriptive analysis.

The results of the study revealed that under the discursive practices, playing the
underground lottery had been made into an “object”. Diversified definitions of the underground
lottery caused two sets of binary opposition. The first set is the “government lottery discourse” or
knowledge series/a truth of playing the government lottery as gambling that is accepted by Thai
society through definitions of the government lottery as legal gambling, a tool that helps the
country solve economic problems, a hope/an opportunity for people to economically move
upwards, a tool that builds social networks, and a capital source that promotes the country’s
charity activities. These definitions result in success for the government lottery to attach itself to
the definitions of being gambling that is accepted by Thai society as a national dominant
discourse. The second set is the “underground lottery” or knowledge series/a truth of playing
lottery is illegal gambling that is not approved by the nation state. The definitions with negative
meanings given to the underground lottery are designated through the economic context as
gambling that takes away part of the state revenues. In the social context, it is gabling that leads
people astray and causes social problems. In the political context, it is illegal gambling. These

definitions push the underground lottery to being marginal with no place for existence, and no



®)

place for acceptance by people in Thai society. Regarding the styles and methods that the
underground lottery responds/refuses a truth of being illegal gambling and immoral teaching for
Thai society, the underground lottery does it by changing itself from being a negative image of
truth to a new identity under the Thai political context by changing the styles and methods of
playing, and the name. Under the economic and social contexts, it changes itself by altering its
own meanings to be in accordance with people’s taste and beliefs to the definitions of being a
hope for people to economically move upwards, and of being an amusement and entertainment
for relaxing from stress caused by economic and social pressures. It is also a tool to build social
networks. Finally, the existence space of the underground lottery is, therefore, not only a space
with light that is correct according to the dominant discourse of the state while it is not a space
that is too dark to see and inaccessible but it is a dim space that can be touched by Thais of all

levels in society.
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