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Thesis Effectiveness of TPR technique in Vocabulary Learning and

Vocabulary Retention of Grade-One Students

Author Mrs. Serene Chumworathayee
Major Program Teaching English as an International Language
Academic Year 2013

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this quasi-experimental study were threefold: (1) to explore the
effectiveness of teaching vocabulary to grade One-students using the Total Physical Response:
TPR technique, 2) to study the retention of students’ vocabulary after the use of TPR, 3) to
investigate types of vocabulary that can be mastered the most through the use of TPR. The
subjects were 25 grade-one students; 14 school boys and 11 school girls from Tessaban 4
(Watklongrien) School, HatYai, Songkhla Province. The instruments used in this study were: (1)
a test; a paper test and an individual oral test which were used in a pre-test, a post-test and
retention tests: 2 weeks and 18 weeks after the instruction (2) Experienced TPR technique lesson
plans

The findings were as following: (1) After being taught vocabulary using TPR,
the result from paper test shows that the students’ vocabulary knowledge was increased
significantly at 0.01 (t =18.12) and (t =16.77) based on the result of an individual oral test (2)
TPR technique could effectively enhance the students’ retention; the result from the short
retention paper test score was not significantly different at the level of (t= 1.27) as well as the
result from the individual test score was not significantly differently at the level of (t = 0.92)
However, the result from long retention paper test (18 weeks) shows that the retention decreased
significantly at 0.01 (t =2.88) and (t =3.83) for individual oral test (3) The result from the paper
test shows that the group of vocabulary that mastered the most was on the theme of human
beings, animals, things, numbers and places and the result from the individual oral test shows that

it could master the words denoting actions to students.
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1 answer v v 2
2 ask v 1
3 climb v v 2
4 close v v v 3
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6 cut v 1
7 draw v v v v 4
8 drink v v v 3
9 eat v 1
10 fly v 1
11 give v 1
12 jump 4 4 v 3
13 listen v v v 3
14 look v v v 3
15 open v v v v 4
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20 run v v v 3
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22 show v v 2
23 sing v v v 3
24 sit down v v v v 4
25 spell v v v 3
26 stand up v v v v 4
27 stop v 1
28 swim v v v 3
29 walk v v v 3
30 write v v v 3
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