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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study vocabulary levels test and O-NET
scores for use as indicators of first year students’ potential learning achievement in their
compulsory English course, and to identify the number of those to be exempted from their
compulsory English course as well as to indicate specific skills students with different language
ability need to develop. The subjects were 250 freshmen at Yala Rajabhat University selected
through Multi-stage Sampling. The instruments used were three tests, namely the Vocabulary
Levels Test, Achievement Test in English for Communication Course, and O-NET Scores. Mean,
Standard Deviation, Percentage, Pearson Correlation Coefficient, Z-score, T-score, and cross-

tabulation were used to analyze the data.

The findings revealed that the average vocabulary size of all subjects was around
the 2,000 word level, while their O-NET average score was 17.86%. The size of vocabulary was
significantly related to the O-NET scores, and to the achievement test in English for
Communication Course at .01. The O-NET scores were significantly related to the course
achievement test at .01. It can be assumed that both vocabulary knowledge and O-NET scores can
be used as indicators for success in their compulsory English course. In addition, it was found that
none of the first year students should be exempted from the course, since the large majority
(95.6%) of them had their proficiency level equivalent to Grade E (fail) in the course achievement
test and Grade E students needed to develop all language skills with vocabulary skill as the first
priority, and reading skill as the last. The results can be used in managing the teaching and

learning process to correspond with the students’ ability and needs.
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English for Communication and Learning Development Course
Achievement Test 90 items 90 points Time 90 mins.
Yala Rajabhat University

Name Student Code Faculty Major
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Part I: Conversation (20 points)
Directions: Complete the following conversation.
1. Mark: Good morning. I am Mark Lester. May I speak to Mr.Somsak Khongkaew of

the personnel department, please?

Secretary: I’1l put you through.
a. He has just gone out. b. He is in the toilet.
c. I afraid you can’t. d. Hold on, please.

2. A:T1have tickets to the baseball game on Saturday.

B: Yes, of course.
a. Could you want it? b. Do you buy it?

c. Would you like to go? d. Did you like to go?

Dialogue 1 (Items 3-7)
Directions: Choose the correct sentences to complete the conversation.

A: Hi! How are you?

I work at a travel company.

: Oh, really? 7 , actually?

3
A: By the way, my name is Thomas.
B: I’'m sorry. 4
A: Thomas.
B: 5 Are you a student here?
A: 6 And how about you?
B:
A
B:

I’m a tour guide.
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3. a.I’m Jason. What’s your name? b. I’m from Osaka, Japan.
c. very well, thank you. d. I’'m working.

4. a. What’s your name again, please?
b. How to spell your name?
c. Is your name Thomas?

d. I don’t know your name.

5. a. Oh, really! b. Great!
c. I’'m Jason. d. Not Thomas
6. a. Yes,Iam. b. Yes, I do.
c. Yes, I have. d. Yes, Idid.
7. a. What about you b. How are you
¢. Where do you work d. What do you do

Dialogue 2 (Items 8-10)

Directions: Complete the following conversation using the correct sentences in the box

below.
a. I didn’t know that b. I’'m an only child
c. You always get lots of birthday presents! d. That sounds like fun

Mintra: How many brothers and sisters do you have, Chun?

Chun: Actually, 8

Mintra: Really?
Chun: Yeah, most families in China have only one child nowadays.

Mintra: 9

Chun: What about you, Mintra?
Mintra: I come from a big family. I have three sisters and two brothers.

Chun: Wow! 10




Dialogue 3 (Items 11-15)

30

a.

d.

Which one? b. Which ones? ¢. Oh, Sam. Thank you very much.

Well, I like it, but it’s expensive. e. Yes, but I don’t really like light blue.

Sam: Look at these pants, Rebecca.

Rebecca: 11

Sam: The light blue ones over there. They’re nice.

Rebecca: 12

Sam: Well, what about that sweater? It’s perfect for you.

Rebecca: 13

Sam: This red one.

Rebecca: 14

Sam: Hey, let me buy it for you. It’s a present!

Rebecca: 15

Dialogue 4 (Items 16-20)

a. [ hardly ever exercise b. Do you exercise a lot
c. I guess I’'m a real couch potato! d. Seriously
e. How often do you exercise like that f. Are you enjoying your exercise
Golf: You’re really fit, Mike. 16 ?
Mike: Well, I almost always get up early, and I lift weight for an hour.
Golf: 17 ?
Mike: Sure. And then I often go in-line skating.
Golf: Wow! 18 ?
Mike: About five times a week. What about you?
Golf: Oh, 19 . L usually just watch TV in my free time.

20




Part I1: Vocabulary (25 points)

Directions A: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence. (Items 21-40)

31

a. soccer b. actress c. pretty d. single

e. Pop f. stadium g. vote h. us

1. creative j. athletic k. semester 1. advertisement
m. airline n. friendly 0. carpenter p. member

g. earrings r. take s. independent t. salary

21. Artists, musical composers, and writer are
produce new ideas or things.

22. Fitri is a real boy. He is physically fit and he is also good at sports.

23. Do you know Paul Smith? He studies with me in the same class this

24. This product is well known by its on television.

25. Jane becomes a flight attendant and works for an in Japan.

26. Somchai is a man. He often has good relation with other people.

27. That guy is a who makes good wooden furniture.

28. In the U.S., most people can

eighteen years of age.

. They use their imagination to

in the general election when they reach

29. “Let begin today’s lesson by opening our books to page 156,” said the
teacher.
30. Yaya has been an since she was young.

31. Did you watch the game on television yesterday night? My favorite team,
Liverpool, won the game.

32. David cannot control his passion for girl in town.

33. We should arrive at the before the match around 5.30 pm.

34. Bird Thongchai has many hit . He has fans of all ages around the country.

35. is one kind of music that people like.

36. It’s very good to a walk in the morning.

37. My mother gave a pair of diamond to my sister for her birthday.
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38. Thailand is a of the ASEAN community.
39. How much do you get each month?
40. Natty is a very girl. She can do everything by herself.
Directions B: Look at John’s family tree. How are these people related to him? (Items 41-45)
a. niece b. grandmother c. husband d. nephew
e. mother f. brother-in-law g. cousin h. aunt

iy {eee

41. Diana is Jimmy and July’s
42. Edith is Fred’s
43. Edward is Maud’s
44. Jimmy is Ned’s
45. John is July’s
Part I1I: Grammar (25 points)

Directions A: Choose the word underlined which is considered ungrammatical. (Items 46 — 55)
46. A: The children who works here are from a province in the north.
a b
B: 1don’t like them. They are too lazy.
c d
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47. A: What can I find a bank?

a b
B: There is one on the second block.
c d
48. The mother divided the birthday cake between the children at the party.
a b c d
49. Lisa: John, please help me carry this box. My box is heavyier than yours.
a b
John: Oh, you look tired. OK, I'll take your box.
c d
50. A: I'will go to Bangkok next week. Do you want to go with me?
a
B: Sure. When exactly are you going?
b
A: At ten in Saturday.
c d
51. Fred’s brother does not live with his family.
a b
[ don’t know her well. But anyway, where does he live?
c d
52. A: Does Somying has enough money to buy a new house?
a b
B: No, she does not.
c d
53. Pitunya and I had lunch with our parents on the last two days. They are very kind
a b
and we love they very much.
c d
54. A: Where’s your favorite singer?
a
B: Bie the star.
A: What kind of music do you like?
b c
B: Ireally like rock.
d
55. What did Romlah has to do after work last night?
a b c d

Directions B: Choose the best answer to best suit each item. (Items 56- 70)

56. Minnie is my cat. It is small and brown but eyes are green.

a. their b. my
c. its d. his



57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

What Susan only on Sundays is her clothes.
a. do/wash b. does/ washing
c. do/ washes d. does/ washes
Ladda went home after she finished her work the evening.
a. around b. in
c. on d. at
Do you know young men over there?
a. this b. that
c. these d. those
Living here is and than living in our hometown.
a. much dangerous/ busier b. more dangerous/ busier
¢. much dangerous / busyer d. more dangerous/ busyer
A: does Somying like her school?

B: She loves it very much.

a. What b. Which
c. How d. Where
the movie interesting?
a. Do b. Does
c. Is d. Are
A: did you spend your holidays in the mountain?

B: Two nights.

a. How well b. How good
c. How often d. How long
His mother is seriously sick so he asked me to lend 3,000 baht.
a. it b. them
C. us d. him
A: kinds of TV programs do you like?

B: I like talk shows a lot.
a. Who b. What

c. When d. Where

34
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66. When I in, my mother
a. came/ slept b. came / was sleeping
c. come/ was sleeping d. has come/ slept
67. A: Who your sister to right now?
B: My aunt.
a. do/talk b. did/ talk
c. 1is/ talking d. was/ talking
68. No one to go bicycling with him this week.
a. is wanting b. are wanting
c. wants d. want
69. We didn’t go to see his family last night because the weather so good.
a. wasn’t b. weren’t
c. isn’t being d. aren’t being
70. How much time those two men spend exercising?
a. 1is b. are
c. do d. does

Part I'V: Reading (20 points)
Directions: Read the following passages and choose the best answer for each question.

Passage 1 (Items 71-75)

/ Life in Paris \

Jerry is an American boy, but he has been living in Paris with his family since he
was eight. Jerry really likes Paris. He has been playing the piano for four years. “Paris is a
great place for musicians,” he says. “Sometimes | play in the restaurant. People stop and
listen!”

Jerry has many hobbies in Paris. He likes mystery novels, and he often reads them
at an outdoor café. He’s been playing tennis here for a long time too. “I’'m going to the

Qore today because | need sunscreen!” /

71. Where is Jerry living?

a. United State b. United Kingdom

c. Canada d. France
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72. How long has Jerry been playing the piano?
a. Three years b. Four years
c. Seven years d. Eight years
73. Where does Jerry often read mystery novels?
a. At the restaurant. b. At the store.
c. Atan outdoor café. d. Athome.
74. What are Jerry’s hobbies?
a. Reading mystery novels and sitting in an outdoor café
b. Reading science fictions and playing tennis
c. Reading mystery novels and playing tennis
d. Reading poems and playing the piano
75. Why is Jerry going to the store?
a. Because he wants to play the piano.
b. Because he needs to buy a mystery novel.
c. Because he needs more sunscreen.

d. Because he loves shopping.

Passage 2 (Items 76-80)

Toshi and Keniji are students in Tokyo, Japan. Today, they and their classmates are
visiting Tokyo Tower. “This is a beautiful tower,” says Kenji. “When was it constructed?”

“l think it was finished in 1958,” says Toshi. “Is that right, Mr. Endo?”

“You're right, Toshi,” says Mr. Endo. “It was started in June 1957, and it was finished
in December 1958.”

“Wow, that’s only eighteen months,” says Kenji. “That’s right,” says Mr. Endo.
\“Over one hundred fifty million people have visited the tower since it was finished.” /

76. How many people are there in the story?
a. Two b. Three

c. Four d. Five
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77. In the story, who is not a student?
a. Toshi b. Kenji
c. Endo d. none
78. When was Tokyo Tower started?
a. In December 1957. b. In June 1957.
c. In December 1958. d. InJune 1958.
79. When was Tokyo Tower finished?
a. In 1957. b. In 1958.
c. In 1959. d. In 1960.
80. How long did it take to construct Tokyo Tower?
a. One year and two months. b. One year and three months.

c. One year and four months. d. One and a half year.

Passage 3 (Items 81-85)

/ Marina loves the Nature \

Marina lives with her parents in a small village in Pattani. Her house is near the

river. There are many fish in it and there are lots of big trees too, near the river. She likes

to swim in the evening.

Marina is very sad when people cut down the trees. She loves the forest and the

river, too. She wants to live in the fresh air. She wants to be a naturalist and help preserve
\the trees and the animails. /

81. Where is Marina from?

a. Yala b. Pattani
c. Narathiwas d. Songkla
82. Why does she like to live here? Because...................
a. there are lots of big trees. b. there are lots of shopping malls.

c. itis far from downtown. d. itis near a small village.



83. What does she like to do in the evening?
a. fishing b. planting
c. exercising d. swimming
84. She is sad because......................
a. people cut down the trees. b. people kill the animals.
c. people build the huts. d. people cook in the forest.
85. What does she want to be?
a. A veterinarian b. An architect

c. A naturalist d. An actress

Conversation (Items 86-90)

: No, | haven't. She’s from Thailand, isn't she?
Scott: Yes, she is. She’s Thai.
Andy: What is she like?

Scott: 86

Andy: Does she speak English?
Scott: Yes, she does. She speaks Thai and a little English.
Andy: I'd like to meet her.

Scott: O.K. Let’s go.

Andy: Hi! Mali. Are you enjoying your home stay?

Mali: Yes, | am. Have you ever been on a home stay?

Andy: No, | haven't.

86. Choose the best answer to complete the conversation above.
a. She likes reading. b. She is really nice.

c. She doesn’t like anything. d. She looks like a doll.

: Have you met Mali? She’s the girl who is staying with Sarah’s family.

38




87. How many people are there in this conversation?

a. one
c. three
88. Where does Mali come from?
a. New Zealand
c. Thailand
89. Who does Mali stay with?
a. Andy
c. Sarah’s family
90. What language does Mali speak?
a. Thai only

c. English only

b.
d.
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Vietnam

Malaysia

Scott

Her family

Thai and English

A little English
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The investigation of vocabulary knowledge and scores of Ordinary National

Educational Test (O-NET) as indicators of freshmen’s learning achievement in
a compulsory English course at Yala Rajabhat University
A6 NAAN'
Sawitri Madoma
NOUMT ANYNAL2
Monta Cha;upote
Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the potentiality of the following 2
factors as indicators of freshmen’s potential achievement in a compulsory English
course, namely learners’ vocabulary knowledge and their scores of Ordinary National
Educational Test (O-NET). In order to conduct the study, 250 freshmen at Yala Rajabhat
University were selected through Multi-stage Sampling. Then, their O-NET scores were
used to divide the selected students into two groups: low and high proficiency. Next, in
order to measure their vocabulary knowledge, Nation’s Vocabulary Levels Test (Version
2) was applied. An achievement test for the course “English for Communication and
Learning Development” was administered in order to determine their achievement

levels. O-NET scores were also used to indicate their proficiency levels, required for the
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study. Mean, Standard Deviation, Percentage, and Pearson Correlation Coefficient were
used to analyze the data. The findings revealed that the average vocabulary size of all
subjects was around the 2,000 word level, while their average score of O-NET was
17.86. The size of vocabulary was significantly related to the O-NET scores of the
subjects at .01, and to the achievement test in English for Communication and Learning
Development Course at .01. The O-NET scores were significantly related to the
achievement test in English for Communication and Learning Development Course at
.01. It can be assumed that both vocabulary knowledge and O-NET scores can be used
as indicators for success in their compulsory English course. This can be useful for
grouping students and managing the teaching and learning process which corresponds

with their potential.

Keywords: vocabulary knowledge, O-NET scores, potential achievement in a

compulsory English course, first year students
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