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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate the practice of everyday life of
Bakankhoey Community through the space of Udanglepan (mantis shrimp), and social
networking in the space of Udanglepan through the mantis shrimp bank. The data of this
qualitative study were collected using participatory and non-participatory observations in the
Yam Udanglepan (catching mantis shrimps under the mud) activities or, mantis shrimp bank
activities. In-depth interviews were conducted with 22 people consisting of youths, community
leaders, committee members of the Mantis Shrimp Bank Learning Center, officials of Satun
Provincial Office of Farmers’ Reconstruction and Development Fund, and people in Bakankhoey
Community, Tambon Tanyong Po, Muang District, Satun Province. The results of the study
revealed that:

The practice of everyday life of youths who caught Udanglepan was a wisdom
that had been passed down from one generation to another with rules that were known among the
youths and it had been an ownership system of Bakankhoey Community. In addition, catching
Udanglepan was a strategy in practice for youths in struggling and negotiating in their occupation

during the time of natural resources scarcity.

The building of social networks in the Udanglepan space through the Mantis
Shrimp Bank is not only building sustainability for Udanglepan catching but also the important
key to learning the Bakankhoey way of life, taking part in building awareness for public mind on
conserving the natural resources of the community, and promoting ecological tours and home-

stay accommodation.
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The Miracle of Udangrepan under the Mud: The Space Creation of Social Networks in
Bakankhoey Community
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigale the social space construction of a
Mantis Shrimp Bank Leaming Center of Bakankhoey Community, Tambon Tanyong Po,
Muang District, Satun Province. The data were collected through in-depth interviews with
community leaders, committee members of the Mantis Shrimp Bank Leaming Center, and
Silver Mantis Shrimp calchers. The resulls of the study revealed that the fishery resource
increased as a resull of: awareness among youth and villagers who participated in a coastal
conservation youth camp, coastal suvey, going out to sea with fishermen, mangrove forest

survey, and planting mangrove forest. These activities effectively raised awareness of
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importance of natural resources and reduced overexploitation of the resources and
maintained the nature-reliant occupation. Regarding the creation of a Silver Mantis Shrimp
Bank Learning Center, it was found that initially it began from the time the community had to
face problems when marine resources became scarce and people in the community,
therefore, initiated a Mantis Shrimp Bank in the form of a learning network through their
participation in developing activities, and solving problems with a self-reliance concept. Then
organizations outside the community came in to concretely create a group and took part as
a driving force in the community. The activiies conducted by all sectors in the community

were extended leading to homestay business and ecotourism in the area.

Keywords: Udangrepan miracle under the mud, space creation of social networks
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