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Thesis Title Hat Yai Vegetarian Festival: Invented Space for Tourism
Author Mr. Saichon Keawborisut
Major Program Human and Social Development
Academic Year 2012
ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate how Hat Yai Vegetarian Festival
was invented for tourism. The data for this qualitative study were collected from observations
and interviews with the Lord Mayor of Hat Yai City Municipality, president of the Tourists
Business Federation of Songkhla, vendors, representatives from shrines, and Thai and foreign
tourists. The data were analyzed, and tested with triangulation.

Hat Yai vegetarian festival has invented many traditions. In terms of space, the
area that is adjacent to the sacred area that is usually used for recreation and exercise is temporary
turned into a tourist attraction under the name Hat Yai Vegetarian Festival. A short period of
time is designated for activities that are organized only in the evening. As a result, this space has
bonded people in the community as it is a source of income, sacredness, services, and tourism.
However, different meanings have been given to the area according to opinions and status of
people who have interactions with the vegetarian festival. Activities are all newly invented to
attract tourists. Vegetable dishes are made to have new looks to make ordinary dishes look
delicious. Raw materials that look like meat are used such as vegan fried pork, vegan sushi, and
vegan fish malls. Vegetarian recipes have been modified to present more varieties of dishes like
Japanese and Thai dishes. For ritual activities, a Chinese-style, Thai-style, and Hindi-style
marquees are put up to provide a special atmosphere for tourists. Representatives from many
different shrines participate in activities in the vegetarian festival area. This makes it an imaginary
and sacred area that is used to express beliefs and thoughts freely. Therefore, the physical status
of the space can create an atmosphere that is similar to that of the Chinese Thais in the olden days
and of a social area filled with activities that display traditions that have been passed down for
many generations. Nevertheless, many activities are found to have been modified, reinforced,
reduced or shortened to serve tourism that responds to capitalists. The Chinese atmosphere in the
community of Chinese descendants is used to build an identity and economic value, and as a

result, Hat Yai Vegetarian Festival has become part of an invented space for tourism.
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Abstract

This research aimed of study development and suvivel of Hatyai Vegetarian Festival
among sino-thai group. Using qualitative methods to study the story of Beliefs in
vegelarianism, vegetarian festival city of Halyai in 2554 and adaptation makes it easy to
create invention of tradition of the local Chinese community in Hatyai the same vegetarian
festival it important to maintain is faith sequel from vegetarian festival linked to religion there
are psychological effects of mind but the psychological consequences will be different
seasonal and condition social change. The model of vegetarianism is accordingly changed.
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The original vegetarianism intended to do precepts refrain from hurting animals and
vegetables instead of meat. Current vegetarianism has changed from the past. There is a
great event and food format has changed from the original. The food looks beautiful
intended to attract tourists.

Results of the study the meaning of the Vegetarian Festival flow to seasonal and
social conditions to be used as a tool serve the public during that time. Which appears in
the Hatyai Vegetarian Festival phenomenon. The event was a great vegelarian that the

vegelarian festival can attract Tourists come to Hatyai.

Keyword: Tradition Invented
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