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Minor Thesis Title Factor Influencing the Field Latex Quality of Rubber Farmers in

Sadao District, Songkhla Province

Author Mrs.Metika Amnatcharernporn
Major Program Agribusiness Management
Academic Year 2009

Abstract

This research aims to study (1) the social and economic features of rubber farmers (2)
the production and production management condition of rubber farmers (3) field latex quality
of rubber farmers and (4) factors affecting field latex quality of rubber farmers in Sadao
District, Songkhla Province. The primary data was collected from 120 farmers in Sadao District
covering 2 sub-districts; Samnaktaew and Prik, via the interview through semi- structured
questionnaires. The data analysis was implemented by the descriptive and Chi-Square statistics.

The results reveal as details. The rubber farmers are 46 years old in average. The
majorities, 75.8%, are married and staying together. The farmers are Buddhists, 86.78%. Most
of the farmers are primary educated. Most of the household members are 15-65 years old. The
household members doing rubber plantations are 1.9 people in average each household. In
view of career, 85.8% of the farmers work in rubber plantations as their main career.
Meanwhile, 50% of them have supplementary careers. Half of the farmers, 58.3%, earn their
monthly income for more than 15,001 baht each household. Most of them are debt-free.

The farmers own the agricultural area for 24.97 rais each household, and the rubber
plantations are 24.28 rais in average. The farmers, 87.5%, prefer planting RRIM 600 variety to
the others. The farmers mostly implement rubber planting due to the recommendations by
Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund. The average density is 70 plants each rai. The
rubber plantations are 15.43 years old in average. The land condition is flat and the soil quality
is loose and sandy.

In view of plantation management, 95.8% of the farmers apply only organic fertilizers
for rubber trees due to the productive output. The organic fertilizer application is 1.17 times in

average during a year. The organic fertilizer quantity is 56.50 kilograms each time per rai. In
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addition, total organic fertilizer quantity is 63 kilograms each rai. In view of weed control,
97.5% of the farmers prefer eliminating weed by cutting/hoeing/ploughing to chemical
application. The weed elimination is implemented all over the rubber plantations. In view of
associated crop, only 8.3% of the farmers implement by growing fruits as their supplementary
career. In view of rubber tapping, 69.2% of the farmers do rubber tapping for 3 days and skip 1
day with the tapping length 1/3 of the trunk. The workforce is mostly originated by the
household members.

In form of dry rubber content, most of the field latex, 60.9%, is found 1.51-2.00
kilograms each rai with the average of 33.8% DRC. Most of the farmers express that the quality
is rated in the moderate level, and fertilizer application will help increase the field latex quality.

Factors affecting the field latex quality is fertilizer application with statistically
significance = 0.05. However, the other factors do not affect the field latex quality of rubber

farmers in Sadao District, Songkhla Province.
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