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Abstract

The research is aimed to study (1) the social and economic features of vegetable
growers (2) the condition of the pesticide application and the vegetable growers’ attitudes
towards the pesticide application (3) factors affecting the pesticide application of vegetable
growers (4) problems and threats influencing the pesticide application of vegetable growers in
Bangriang Sub-district, Kuanniang District, Songkhla Province. The secondary and primary data
are collected. The accidental sampling is implemented to achieve 95 vegetable growers, who apply the
pesticide. The structured questionnaire is applied and the data is analyzed by the descriptive statistics.

The results reveal that most of the respondents are male. The average age is 43.97 years
old. They are Buddhists, primary educated, married and not separated. The average household
members are 4.5 people. The average agricultural workforce is 2.4 people. The average agricultural
area is 7.96 rais per household. The land is used for vegetable growing 4.62 rais in average. The
average net income is 111,937 baht/year. The average income deriving from vegetable plots is
62,316 baht/year. The average expense of the pesticide is 14,735 baht/year. The respondents have
experienced in vegetable growing for 13.28 years, and applied the pesticide for 11.19 years.

The respondents follow the instructions specified on packaging labels, harvest the output as
recommendations, wash and soap themselves after the spray. However, the test of the spray machine
is not implemented. The spray machine is directly fixed by hands without gloves, and more than 2
types of pesticide are mixed. The respondents express good attitude towards the pesticide
application is to strictly follow the instructions specified on packaging labels. The target to achieve
the high volume output is the important factor towards the decision on the pesticide application.

The respondents raise the problems on the pesticide quality and the expensive price.
The efficiency is not reasonable with the price. The application on protection equipment during
the spray causes heat and inconvenience to the users. Problems and threats are the lack of trust

from the consumers and cheap price of the output.
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