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Abstract

The research is aimed to study 1) the social and economic features of the farmers
participating in the standard farm project 2) the pig raising features and fundamental factors to
participate in the project 3) factors affecting the farmers’ participation in the project and
supervision obtained 4) the positive impact and the satisfactory of the farmers participating in
the project and 5) problems, threats and suggestions raised by the farmers participating in the
project. The data were collected from the interview of 45 pig farmers participating in the
standard farm project during 1999-2009 in Rattaphum District, Songkhla Province. The data
were analyzed by the descriptive statistics.

The results reveal that the farmers participating in the standard farm project are male,
53%, and all of them are Buddhists. More than 70% of the farmers are secondary educated
maximum. The respondents operate pig farms as their main career, and planting is considered
as their supplementary career. The average household income is 514,380 baht/year. The
average income deriving from pig raising is 378,850 baht/year. The loan source is mainly
financed by Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The farmers, 84%, have the
average debt of 450,670 baht. The main purpose of the loan is the investment in the pig farm.
The average farm period is 8 years. The farm is operated in evaporative cooling system, and is
in collaboration with the company as contract farming. There are 425 pig raised in the farm in
average, and 98% of farms are found 1-2 pig housing existing in each farm. The workforce
applied in the farm is categorized as only household members, partial household members, and
labor employment. The fattening pig are raised as the majority. The respondents mainly receive
the information from the company and livestock officers. The period of attending the project is

found that most of the respondents have participated in the project since 2005. The preparation
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period to participate in the project is 1-2 years. In addition, the major problems of preparation
are the shortage of funds, lack of farm records, and water treatment system.

Factors affecting the project participation in the highest level are the quality and
certified output, reduction of risk and loss from the disease, and the efficient farm
management. Factors affecting the project participation in the high level are the increased profit
and selling price, and the cost reduction on farm management. The main positive impact, which
the farmers encounter, are the participation in environmental conservation, improved farm
management, farm data recording, and lost reduction. In view of the satisfactory, most of the
respondents are satisfied with the project.

The problems, which the farmers mostly encounter before the project participation,
are the shortage of funds, no data records, no water treatment system, no waste management, no
sterilization in the farm entry, and no manual of farm management. The problems raised after
the project participation are data recording, which is the existing problem because the farmers
do not implement the regular recording, less support from the livestock officers, the shortage of
funds and personnel problem. Moreover, there is less difference of the selling price comparing

with the selling price of the farms which do not participate in the project.
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