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Abstract

This research is aimed to study (1) the social and economic features of field-latex
buying entrepreneurs (2) the business features and operation of field-latex buying business and
(3) problems and threats of field—latex buying business. The data which to be used for this
study are secondary data and primary data, so that the area which will be selected to this study
is Patong Subdistrict, Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province because here is more field-latex
buying entrepreneurs. The researcher can collect data by personal interview of 17 field-latex
buying entrepreneurs in this area, and use the structured questionnaire and analysis data with
descriptive statistics.

The results reveal that most of the field-latex buying entrepreneurs are males with the
average age 42 years old. They are Buddhists, mostly secondary-educated, and married. The
average household members are 4-5 people and 2-3 people participate in field-latex buying
activities. The average net income from field-latex buying business is 330,365 baht per year.
The average net income from other sources is 264,546 baht per year. The sources of funds for
the business operation are generated from their own capital and loan. However most of them
are in-debt conditions for use to run business. The business ownership is described as sole
proprietor. The average initial capital is 134,706 baht. The average period of their experience in
the business counts for 7 years. The respondents themselves decide to conduct and learn how to
do the business. The average employees are 3-4 people with the daily wage at 200-250 baht per
employee. They are normally applied pickup truck, 6 wheel truck, 10 wheel truck and 18 wheel
trailer for transporting the field-latex according to a size of business. The land is generally rent
to be the buying site, located in the flat area, next to the macadamized road, and closed to the

community. The average operation hours are 5 hours per day. The average numbers of clients
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are 37 accounts per day. The average latex quantity is 5,728 kilograms per day. The percentage
of DRC calculation is implemented by drying method and metrolac application. During the
peak season, the average revolving funds are 117,353 baht per day. The average daily profit is
2,900 baht. However, during the low season, the average revolving funds are 54,235 baht per
day. The average daily profit is 1,429 baht. They will hold the price which is posted a notice in
front of the concentrated latex factory to be mainly for buying in each day. The field latex is
normally sold to the concentrated latex factory and the local buying site. The average distance
from the buying site to the distributing site is 15-16 kilometres. The average duration of each
trip is 30 minutes.

The high level problems and threats of field-latex buying business in Patong
Subdistrict are the field-latex buying aspect, which is resulted from the fluctuation price of field
latex in 2008. The market aspect is one of the problems due to large numbers of competitors.
The buying price is always cut down to approach the clients. As for the weather problem, the
problem which there is no supporting policy from the government, the economic situation
slows down problem, and the risk in being money robbed problem, are the middle level
problem. Finally, the problem, which is rated in the very low level, is terrorism problem from

terrorists in three southern border provinces.
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WU 1 IUATNAY

3 Usmamswan | YSinumsdeeen 15 ualszimer afien
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M3199 2.5 YT Iadeene19sITumavee Ineswunauilsznn 1 2540 - 2549

NUY : AU

1 PILHUTUAIY BN sheadu Hu 37U
2540 1,095,210 456,457 225,111 60,370 1,837,148
2541 1,047,152 480,222 246,438 65,595 1,839,396
2542 1,071,490 540,991 216,845 57,013 1,886,339
2543 1,006,144 808,475 284,671 66,863 2,166,153
2544 870,419 763,282 347,541 60,837 2,042,079
2545 1,049,995 828,561 382,457 93,403 2,354,416
2546 1,149,610 912,600 408,993 102,247 2,573,450
2547 1,003,384 997,952 493,081 142,679 2,637,096
2548 920,972 1,109,327 488,675 113,424 2,632,398
2549 938,984 1,069,345 555,905 207,439 2,771,673

Growth Rate 1157 10.85 11.63 13.77 532
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