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ABSTRACT

This correlational study aimed to investigate the personnel management of head
nurses based on the principle of Sappurisa Dhamma, ethical climate in the workplace, and the
relationship between the personnel management of head nurses based on the principle of
Sappurisa Dhamma, and ethical climate in workplace as perceived by the head nurses in regional
hospitals in Southern Thailand. The subjects, recruited by simple random sampling, comprised 97
head nurses. The instrument consisted of three parts: 1) the Demographic Data Form, 2) the
Personnel Management of Head Nurses Questionnaire based on the principle of Sappurisa
Dhamma developed by the researcher based on the principle of Sappurisa Dhamma (Phra
Dharmapidok, 2008) and the literatures related to Personnel Management (Ratchanee, 2546;
Dessler, 2011; Marquis & Huston, 2011), and 3) the Ethical Climate in the Workplace
Questionnaire, which was modified from an instrument developed by Aranya, Tasanee, and Jirapa
(2010) and Aranya, Tasanee, and Passana (2010) based on the ethical principles proposed by
Beauchamp & Childress (2001) and Fry & Johnstone (2002). The content of the questionnaires
was validated by three experts yielding content validity indices (CVI) in Part 2 and 3 of 0.84 and
0.91 respectively. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to evaluate the reliability of the
Personnel Management of Head Nurses Questionnaire based on the principle of Sappurisa
Dhamma, giving a value of 0.97, and the Ethical Climate in the Workplace Questionnaire, giving
a value of 0.94. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation, and Pearson’s correlation

coefficient were used to analyze the data.



(®)

The results showed that the mean total score of the personnel management of
head nurses based on the principle of Sappurisa Dhamma was at a high level (M=3.87, SD=.47)
and the mean scores were at a high level in three of four dimensions. The performance appraisal
had the highest mean score (M=4.08, SD=.42), followed by personnel planning and staffing,
(M=3.96, SD=.46) and personal development (M=3.94, SD=.52), respectively. The mean score of
personnel recruitment and selection was at a moderate level (M=3.49, SD=.75). The mean total
score of ethical climate in the workplace, was at high level (M=4.19, SD=.37) and each
dimension had a mean score at high level. The highest mean score was in non-maleficence
(M=4.37, SD=36), followed by justice (M=4.25, SD=.43), fidelity (M=4.22, SD=.37), respect for
autonomy (M=4.13, SD=.52), beneficence (M=4.10, SD=.49), and veracity (M=4.04, SD=.49),
respectively. It was found that the relationship between the personnel management of head nurses
based on the principle of Sappurisa Dhamma and ethics in the workplace was statistically
significant at 0.01 (r=.789, p<0.01) and every dimension of the personnel management of head
nurses based on the principle of Sappurisa Dhamma was statistically significant with high or
moderate positive correlation with ethics in the workplace: personnel development (r=.726,
p<0.01), performance appraisal (r=.707, p<0.01), personnel planning and staffing (r=.665,
p<0.01), and personnel recruitment and selection (r= 605, p<0.01).

The results of this research can be used to develop strategies to promote ethical
climate in the workplace which support the nursing staff to work in an environment that is
conducive to perform nursing care based on professional ethics and the principle of Sappurisa

Dhamma.
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